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PREFACE. 


At  the  solicitation  of  many  intelligent  and  respectable 
individuals  of  this  ancient  town,  the  writer  undertook  this 
most  difficult  and  important  work;  and  now,  after  almost 
two  years  of  careful  and  diligent  research,  with  much  dif- 
fidence, submits  it  to  the  public. 

He  has  not  adopted  the  arrangements  of  many  able 
writers  of  town  histories,  but  has  been  more  minute  and 
comprehensive — which  has  led  him  to  fear  that  this  course 
may  detract  from  the  merits  and  interest  of  the  history, 
in  the  minds  of  many  who  are  better  judges  of  a  work  of 
this  kind,  than  he  can  pretend  to  be.  That  there  may  be 
found  in  it,  imperfections  and  errors,  is  readily  admitted. 
In  the  course  of  two  hundred  years,  many  important 
facts  have  been  lost,  which  would,  no  doubt,  have  added 
much  interest  to  this  history.  Such  facts  and  transactions 
only,  as  the  writer  found  established  by  unquestionable 
authority,  have  been  introduced;  and  these  he  has  endeav- 
ored to  use  with  fidelity,  without  pretending  to  perfect 
accuracy  in  every  case.  The  ancient  records  of  the  town, 
on  which  he  has  depended  to  a  considerable  extent,  are 
difficult  to  read,  and  some  parts  are  torn  and  lost,  making 
it  extremely  difficult  to  make  out  a  regular  and  continuous 
history. 

The  writer  has,  however,  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  he  has  saved  from  oblivion  many  important  facts,  in 
which  the  present  and  future  inhabitants  of  these  towns 
have  a  direct  and  personal  interest.  It  is  for  them,  es- 
pecially, that  this  work  has  been  produced,  and  to  them 
it  is  now  respectfully  dedicated,  hoping  they  will  overlook 
its  errors  and  imperfections,  and  find  it  to  be  a  useful  and 
interesting  family  book,  as  the  author  has  designed  it  to 
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be;  ami  liis  prayer  is,  tliat,  as  the  descendants  of  the 
Pilgrims,  they  may  ever  prize  and  enjoy  the  same  spirit 
of  civil  and  rcli<^iuus  liberty,  wliicli  induced  their  fore- 
fathers to  leave  their  persecuted  homes,  cross  the  trackless 
ocean  two  hundred  years  ago,  and  settle  on  these  shores, 
where  they  might  enjoy  these  heaven  born  privileges  un- 
molested, and  transmit  them  to  their  posterity.  It  is  also 
his  prayer,  that  they  may  enjoy  all  that  prosperity,  reli- 
gious hope,  and  haj)piness,  which  can  result  only  from  a 
cultivated  mind,  industrious  and  frugal  habits,  plain  man- 
ners, good  morals,  ami  religious  principles. 

Enoch  Pratt. 

P.  S,  Thr  author  has  obtamed  materials  and  facts  for 
this  work,  from  Mather's  Magnalia — Winthrop's  Journal 
— Morton's  New  F2ngland  Memorial,  enlarged  by  the  Hon. 
John  Davis  —  Hutchinson's  History  —  Belknap — Neal — 
Dwight's  Travels — Collections  of  the  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Society — Thatcher's  History  of  Plymouth — Dr. 
James  Freeman, — the  Laws  and  Records  of  the  Old  Col- 
ony Court — aod  the  Town  and  Church  Records.  He  has 
also  been  assisted  by  Mr.  Barnabas  P'reeman  Mr.  William 
My  rick,  Jr.,  Mr.  N.  H.  Dill,  and  some  others. 


SITUATION  AND  BOUNDARIES. 


Eastliam  is  in  laiitiide  41^^  51'  N.,  and  longitude  C9°  56' 
W.  Tlie  oi  lginal  township  was  bounded  on  the  East  by  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  on  the  West  by  Barnstable  Bay  and  Nam- 
skaket,  (now  Brewster,)  on  the  Nortli  by  Ilcrriiig-brook,  at 
Billingsgate,  (now  Truro,)  and  on  the  South  by  Monamoy- 
ick,  (now  Ciiaiham.) 

This  territory  was  in  length  fifteen  miles,  and  in  breadth 
about  two  and  a  half. 

In  17G2,  the  North  part  was  set  OiT  into  a  district,  called 
Wellfleet.  In  1797,  iho  South  part  was  set  off  into  a  town- 
ship, by  the  name  of  Orleans.  Eastham  was  left  with  a  ter- 
ritory only  six  miles  long  and  two  and  a  half  broad,  bounded 
on  the  East  by  the  xVtlantic  Ocean,  on  the  North  by  Well- 
fleet,  on  the  West  by  Barnstable  Bay,  and  on  the  South  by 
Orleans. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  TOWN. 

The  only  opening  into  the  beach,  from  Race  Point  to 
Chatham,  which  forms  any  harbor  for  vessels,  was  forinerly 
found  in  l']astham.  It  has  beeri  for  many  years  moving 
south,  and  is  now  found  in  Orleans.  This  is  small,  and 
called  Nauset,  or  Stage  harbor.  The  entrance  is  narrow, 
and  obstructed  by  a  bar,  on  which  there  is  not  more  than 
eight  feet  of  water  at  full  sea. 


It  is  (Jivlded  iiilo  two  arms,  one  of  which  extends  north, 
and  has  but  little  depth  of  water.  A  body  of  salt  marsh, 
containing  about  two  hundred  acres  in  it,  Is  protected  from 
ihe  ocean  by  a  narrow  sand  beach. 

The  soiitii-wcstern  arm,  wiiich  is  called  Town  cove,  has 
deeper  water,  but  is  suriiclent,  at  lii^li  water  and  common 
lilies,  10  admit  only  small  vessels. 

On  ilic  west  side  uf  the  tov/n  is  a  sandy  flat,  a  mile  wide, 
wi.ich  is  nearly  dry  at  low  water,  and  niay  be  easily  crossed 
by  horses  and  carriar^es  :  of  consequence,  there  is  no  good 
harbor  on  this  side  of  the  town.  Large  slumps  of  trees  are 
seen  nearly  a  mile  from  the  shore,  and  peat  swamps  have 
been  found,  from  \vhich  fuel  is  now  dug.  No  doubt,  there- 
fore, can  be  had,  that  this  bar  was  formerly  a  part  of  the  up- 
land, which  has  been  washed  away  by  the  action  of  the  wind 
and  water.  The  shore  on  the  back  side  of  the  town  has 
washed  away,  in  many  places,  more  than  one  hundred  yards, 
since  the  remembrance  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  a 
large  peat  swamp,  which  had  been  buried  many  feet  deep  by 
the  sand,  has  been  washed  out  in  the  bluii',  and  is  dug  by  the 
owners  of  the  Kmd  for  fuel. 

IJillingsgatu  point  is  on  the  west  side  of  the  town,  about 
six  miles  from  the  main  laml,  witli  v.r.ich  it  was  formerly 
connected  ;  but  for  niany  years  it  l::is  been  an  island — the 
sea  having  bruken  over  and  washed  it  away  in  two  places, 
i\dicrc  is  sufiiclenl  water  for  small  vessels  to  pass  through. 
It  is  a  mere  sand  beacii.  A  light  bouse  was  built  on  this 
Point,  in  \  ?22.  The  plan  wa^  originated  by  Ca;it.  Michael 
Collins,  who  prosecuted  this  ohjL'ct  with  great  zeal,  iniiil  he 
obtained  the  grant  from  the  Government  to  build  it.  Much 
credit  is  due  to  his  tnemory  for  his  exertions  and  success. 

Experience  has  shown  it  to  be  exceedingly  beneficial  to 
the  interests  of  navigation  generally  in  the  bay,  and  especial- 
ly to  guide  vessels  into  llic  safe  and  connnodious  harbor  of 
Provincciown. 

Some  years  aficr  this  Li^ht  was  erected,  the  point  had 
so  washed  away,  that  il  was  in  danger  of  falling,  when  it  was 
lakcn  down  and  rcbuill  higher  up  on  the  point,  and  a  break- 
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v;ater  was  made  to  secure  it  from  furiiier  depreuaiions. — 
Tiie  packets  in  the  bay,  fishing  and  other  vessels,  frequently 
run  under  this  point  when  met  by  head  winds  or  storms,  or 
when  they  have  to  wait  for  tlie  tide  to  enter  their  barbers. 

In  1S3S,  three  light  houses  were  erected  on  the  Ailanlic 
side  of  the  town,  about  one  mile  north  of  Nauset  harbor, 
which  have  proved  to  be  a  great  benefit  to  vessels  coniing  in- 
to Boston  harbor  from  foreign  countries,  or  passing  round  the 
Cape — as  no  one  has  been  shipwrecked  on  this  part  of  the 
shore  since  they  were  built,  Vv  hich  was  frequently  ihe  case 
before.  It  is  understood  by  the  writer,  that  they  were  built 
in  this  place,  principally  by  the  advice  and  exertions  of  Mr. 
Collins,  the  present  keeper. 

There  are  several  creeks,  on  tlie  vrest  side,  which  at  high 
water  admit  small  vessels  into  them. 

The  first  is  Great  Meadow  river,  tl^e  rnouth  of  which  is 
south-west  from  the  meeting-house.  East  of  it  is  a  body  of 
salt  marsh. 

About  half  a  mile  south  of  this  river,  is  Boat  Meadow  riv- 
er, v.hich  runs  from  the  south-east.  Its  entrance  lies  about 
the  same  direction  from  the  meeting-house,  and  is  eiglit  feet 
deep  at  high  water.  A  body  of  salt  marsh  extends  from  the 
mouth  of  this  river  to  within  four  rods  cf  Town  cove,  leav- 
ing only  a  narrow  ridge  for  a  road.  Tlie  n^arsh  is  not  more 
than' fifteen  rods  from  the  swamp,  which  is  the  head  of  Jere- 
miah's gutter  ;  and  as  the  land  is  low  betvreen  them,  in  very 
high  tides,  the  sea  flows  across  from  the  bay  to  the  Tov/n 
cove,  completely  insulating  the  northern  part  of  the  county. 
At  this  place  a  navigable  canal  uas  attempted  to  be  n^adc, 
but  the  jirojoct  failed. 

Besides  these  creeks,  there  are  three  small  brooks,  which 
empty  themselves  into  the  bay.  The  fust  is  Indian  brook, 
which  forms  ihe  boundary  between  Eastham  and  Wellflcct, 
and  runs  into  the  harbor  at  Silver  springs.  South  of  this  is 
Cook's  brook,  which  is  dry  half  of  iho  year.  One  rnile 
south  of  this  is  a  small  brook,  called  Snow's.  One  mile 
south  of  this  is  Grape  swanip,  which  sometimes  discharges 
water  into  ihe  bay.  ^ 


On  iliL'  ca^teiii  ^idc  of  liiP  [o\vii?liip^  in  the  fenile  tract, 
llie  road  passes  over  a  sinnll  sireain  ol  frcsli  water.  Jeie- 
iiiiali's  gutter  is  a  small  LMOok,  very  narrow,  and  not  more 
than  foiirtct  i)  rods  in  leiiCjlli. 

'J'lierc  are  ei^lii  iVcsli  water  ponds  in  Eastliam. 

The  inost  remarkable  are  Great  pond  and  Long  jiond. 

Great  pond  is  a  (juarier  of  a  mile  from  the  western  shore.  A 
ronimnnication  was  opened  between  it  Jind  the  bay,  for  the 
purpose  of  siiO'ering  alewives  to  pass  iiilo  it,  but  it  soon  elosed. 

A  narrow  neck,  :;bont  forty  feet  wide,  scjiarates  it  iVoni 
Lone  pond,  the  distance  of  which  from  Mill  pond,  comiect- 
ed  wiili  the  nortlicrn  ami  of  Nauset  harbor,  is  not  more  than 
a  furlong. 

The  soil  of  i!ic  town  is  various.  A  large  proportion  is 
sandy  and  barren.  On  tlie  west  side,  a  beach  extends  Iroin 
ilie  north  liiic,  near  a  half  of  a  miU  wide,  till  it  comes  to 
Great  pond,  where  it  stretches  across  the  township  almost  to 
Town  co\e.  This  barren  tract,  containing  about  seventeen 
hundred  acres,  which  now  has  hardly  a  particle  of  vcgelaljle 
mould,  formerly  produced  wheat  and  other  grain.  The  sod, 
however,  was  light. 

N<»rili  of  the  fertile  tract,  on  the  eastern  side  of  Easthain, 
the  land  is  light  and  sandy  ;  but,  except  for  the  distance  of 
a  half  a  mile  from  the  bounds  uf  WellHeet,  is  good  for  the 
lower  part  of  t!ie  ccninty.  In  tlils  part  of  tiio  town  the 
greatest  (pianlities  of  corn  and  rye  are  grown.  As  verv  little 
of  the  land  is  good  for  lOngli^h  grass,  the  raising  of  grain  is 
ihe  i)rincipa!  bu>iness  to  which  the  farmers  attend.  More 
corn  is  produced  than  the  inhabitants  consume.  More  than 
a  lliousand  bushelj  are  sent  to  market,  and  in  years  past  more 
than  three  times  that  (juantity  has  been  c.\j)orted.  Formerly 
several  farms  raised  five  hundred  husijels  of  grain  annualU, 
and  one  eight  hundred  hubhels.  This  is  the  only  town  in  the 
county  that  raises  sufiicient  for  its  own  consumption. 

Kxccpl  a  tract  of  oaks  and  pines,  adjoining  tin'  south  line 
of  Wcllfleel,  and  which  is  about  a  mile  and  n  half  wide,  no 
wood  is  left  in  the  lownJuj).  Tiie  forests  were  imprudent- 
ly cut  ilov.n  many  years  ago,  and  no  obstacle  being  opposed 


to  the  fury  of  (lie  vviiid,  ii  has  already  covered  wiih  barren- 
ness tile  large  tract  above  described,  and  is  still  encroacliing 
upon  otiier  parts.  It  is  however  protected  in  some  measure 
by  planting  beach  grass.     This  township  is  chiclly  a  plain. 

There  were,  in  1S02,  in  the  town,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  families,  who  inhabited  ninety-nine  dwelling-houses,  sev- 
en only  of  which  were  two  stories  in  height.  The  other 
buildings  wei'e,  besides  barns,  two  ivindu/ills,  two  scliool- 
houses  and  a  meeting  hoiise. 

The  diiFerent  parts  of  the  tov/n  are  distinguished  by  ap- 
propriate appellations.  The  north-east  part  retains  the  an- 
cient name,  Nausel.  The  north-west  part  is  called  Ilalf- 
ponds,  and  I'eceived  its  name  from  two  small  ponds  in  the 
vici'nity.  The  part  norih  of  the  Great  meadow,  and  adjoin- 
ing to  it,  is  denominated  Great  Neck. 

In  ISOO,  three  fishing  vessels  only  were  owned  by  the  in- 
habitants, and  three  coasters,  which  in  thiC  sumn^er  were  em- 
ployed to  bring  lumber  from  the  slate  of  Maine,  and  in  the 
winter  made  voyages  to  the  West  Indies.  Not  so  many  of 
the  young  men  were  then  engaged  in  the  cod  fishery,  as  in 
other  lower  towns  in  the  county,  but  many  of  thom  "were 
employed  in  the  merchant  service,  and  sailed  from  Boston. 
Tiie  same  kinds  of  fish  are  taken  here  as  on  other  parts  of 
the  coast. 

By  the  act  of  incorporation  v,-hich  separated  Orleans  from 
Eastham,  the  benefits  of  the  s'nell  fishery  in  Town  cove  were 
to  be  mutually  enjoyed.  At  that  time  about  one  hundred 
barrels  of  clams  for  bait  were  annuall}'  collected  in  tins  town, 
\Yhich  were  word)  five  dollars  per  barrel.* 

*  Tartly  from  a  survey  of  llic  town  in  1800.  ,     ^  •  ■ 


SOME  NOTICE  OF  THE  PLACE  BEFORE  THE  SETTLE- 
MENT RV  THE  ENGLISH;  OF  THE  INDLANS,  AND  THE 
PURCHASE  OF  THIS  TERRITORY  FROM  THEM;  WITH 
THE  GRANT  OF  THE  COLONY  COURT. 

The  place  was  first  visited  by  the  English  in  the  month  of 
Novcn)ber,  JG20,  buin^  a  pnrt  of  the  company  and  crew  of 
the  MayHowcr,  which  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Cape  Cod. 
On  the  Oih  of  December,  ten  of  the  principal  men,  and  a 
number  ol  the  seamen,  left  the  shij)  in  the  morning,  to  coast 
along  the  sliore,  to  seek  a  suitable  place  for  their  settlement. 
They  passed  Pamet  river  and  Billingsgate  point,  and  came 
to  the  bottom  of  the  bay  towards  evening,  and  landed  a  little 
north  cl"  Great  pond,  near  to  the  present  canip-meeiing 
ground. 

On  their  r.ppi-oacli  to  tl^c  shore,  they  discovered  a  number 
of  Indians,  ongtiged  in  culling  up  a  grampus,  who,  on  seeing 
ihem,  immediately  fled  inlo  the  woods. 

The  English  built  a  barricade,  planted  sentinels,  and  laid 
down  beside  a  fire  v.hich  they  had  kindled. 

They  saw  the  smoke  of  the  Indians'  fire,  four  or  five  miles 
from  them.  Early  the  next  day,  they  went  a  little  wav  info 
the  interior,  where  ihey  came  upon  a  large  burial  place, 
partly  encompassed  wiih  a  palisado,  like  an  I'ngli^h  church- 
yard, and  filled  with  graves  of  various  sizes.*' 

Tiicy  returned  hoaril  their  slinllop,  and  at  about  mid- 
iiighl,  hideM)us  cries  wore  hoard,  and  the  scjilinel  called, 
"arms!  amis!"  but  by  firing  two  gun^,  the  noise  ceased. 

Aljoul  five  <>'('!  in  ihe  mornin.:.  the  same  noises  were 
beard  nga[n,  and  ihcy  ImcI  ouly  lime  to  cry  out,  "Indians!" 
uhru  ibo  arrrows  raiiic  (lying  thick  about  ihcm. 

Tiie  English  seized  their  guns,  and  in  a  moment,  bullets 
were  exchanged  for  arrows,  but  no  exchange  could  he  a 
match  for  the  dreadful  Indian  yells. 

•TIh;  f'wit  wlicrr  tliit  iIi  ji-.kIi  .,('  Iiulian  rrmain?  wnp,  cannot  now  be  pointed  lo. 
It  wn9  lumcttlicrc  l>rtncrii  the  aiiurr  .ind  (treat  ponfl. 


They  fled  5  except  a  lusty  Indian,  supposed  to  be  their 
captain  or  chief,  who  placed  himself  behind  a  uee,  discharg- 
ed three  arrows,  and  stood  three  shots  ficin  a  iiiusket,  which 
struck  the  tree,  vviien  he  gave  a  horrid  yell  and  lied.  They 
picked  up  ei^rhlcen  of  their  arrows — surne  were  headed  wiih 
brass,  some  with  doer's  horns,  and  others  will)  Ccigie's  claus. 
This  contest  wilh  the  Indians  in  this  place,  the  Pilgrims  call- 
ed, ''The  First  Encounter."  •  . 

It  is  supposed  that  the  Indians  were  excited  to  this  act  of 
hostility,  by  the  treacherous  conduct  of  Capi.  Hunt,  who 
came  into  the  bay  a  few  years  before,  and  under  tl;e  pre- 
tence of  trading  with  the  Indians,  enticed  a  number  of  theni 
on  board  of  his  ship,  and  carried  ihem  to  Spain,  where  he 
sold  them  as  slaves. 

No  harm  was  done  to  th.sm  or  the  Indians,  })ut  ihey  left 
the  place  immediately,  to  make  further  discoveries  ;  and  had 
no  further  knowledge  of  the  place,  or  of  its  inhabitants,  until 
the  next  spring. 

After  the  company  had  settled  at  Plymouth,  they  were  in- 
formed by  Samoset,  an  Indian,  that  the  place  where  they 
had  the  encounter  with  the  natives,  was  Nauset,  and  the 
tribe  there  Avere  called  the  Nauset  Indians,  v.ho  had  about 
one  hundred  fighting  men;  and  the  English  boy  who  had  been 
lost  in  the  woods,  was  there.* 

On  receiving  this  intelligence,  in  July,  1G2I,  Governor 
Bradford  sent  ten  men  in  one  of  their  large  boats  to  recover 
him.  The  object  of  their  visit  to  Nauset  being  made  known 
to  Aspinet,  the  chief  sachem  of  the  tribe,  th(i  boy  was  re- 
stored, and  having  concluded  a  peace  with  ihcm,  ilie  depu- 
tation returned  lo  Plymouth. 

Massasoit,  the  sachem  of  the  Wampanoag  Indians,  made 
a  treaty  v/uh  the  English  at  Plymouth,  in  uliich  he  acknowl- 
edged the  king  of  England  as  his  sovereign.  The  sachems 
of  Nauset,  Parnct,  (Truro,)  and  Chammacpiid,  (Barn.if.ible,) 
who  were  under  him,  submitted  to  the  same  anihorliy. 

After  this,  a  friendly  intercourse  existed  betv.  een  the  Eng- 

*A  hoy  to  the  riyinniith  company,  Manrlcrcd  into  tlin  uooilsi-mr  Uuit 

town.,  and  was  lost.    He  was  IbunU  hy  the  Indians,  and  cai  i  icd  lo  Tiausel. 


li-h  company  at  Plymoiiih  and  ilie  Indians. at  Naiiset,  whom 
lliey  freqnciuly  visited  to  procure  corn  and  beans. 

In  the  Plytnouth  comp.my  were  rechiced  almost  to 

a  stale  of  famine.*  Tlieir  only  recourse  was  to  the  Indians, 
to  snpply  their  wants  ;  ihcir  trade  with  them  was  conducted 
with  fairness  and  honesty,  and  they  were  treated  with  rc>pect 
and  kinflncss  by  ihcm. 

But  this  kind  intercourse  was  for  a  time  interrupted.  Ear- 
ly in  the  year  n)J."l,  a  conspiracy  amonp;  the  Iiulians  was  made 
known  to  the  En^ilish  by  Massasoil,  who  continued  faithful, 
and  in  this  conspiracy  the  saclicms  of  Nauset  and  Pamet 
were  concerned. 

Strong  and  severe  measures  v.ere  immediately  taken  to 
quell  and  |>ui  an  end  to  this  conspiracy. 

Capt.  Standish,  with  a  considerable  force,  was  despatch- 
ed to  Massachusetts  Bay,  wli.2rc  the  j)riucipal  conspirators 
resided.     lie  put  a  number  of  them  to  death. 

This  produced  such  fear  in  the  minds  of  others,  that  they 
concealed  themselves  in  swamps  and  other  secret  places, 
where  they  perished.  Such  was  the  fate  of  Aspinet,  the  sa- 
chem of  Nauset,  and  his  subjects  were  reduced  to  humility 
ami  subjection  to  the  English.  After  this,  Capt.  Siandish 
and  others  ca:ne  to  Nauset,  and  having  occasion  to  lodge  on 
the  shore  during  the  night,  left  their  boat  in  a  creek  not  far 
from  them.  An  Indian  went  on  board  of  it,  and  stole  some 
beads,  scissors,  and  other  trillir.g  tilings  ;  when  the  captniii 
missed  them  in  the  tnorning,  he  took  a  jiart  of  his  company 
and  went  to  the  sachem,  telling  him  what  hnd  been  done, 
and  re([uiring  a  restoration  of  the  articles,  or  the  person  who 
stole  them,  be  being  known  to  the  Indians,  or  else  he  would 
take  revenge  on  them  before  he  left  ;  and  refusing  Avhatsoevcr 
kindness  they  ollercd,  he  left  them  for  that  night.  In  the 
inornin:;,  the  sachem  came  to  thoni,  with  a  l.ir2;e  miud)er  of 
his  peoj)le,  in  a  stately  manner,  and  saluted  the  captain  by 
bowing  and  thrusting  out  his  tongue,  so  that  one  might  see 
the  root  of  it  ;  ibi'u  licked  his  hand  from  the  wrist  to  the  lin- 
gers' end.     Having  done  this,  he  delivered  the  articles  to 

•  Win.l  .u,  II.ii7ar.i*.i  Cyll. 


the  captain,  saying  he  had  much  heaten  the  nersori  fur  uoiiiz 
it,  and  had  caused  the  women  lo  make  bread  and  brlnj^  ihe[ii, 
according  to  iheir  desire,  seeming  to  be  sorry,  and  glad  to  be 
reconciled.  They  now  obtained  the  corn,  which  was  the 
object  of  th-jir  visit,  and  returned  home.* 

An  amicable  trade  was  continued  between  them,  and  sup- 
plies of  corn  were  purchased  of  them,  whenever  they  were 
needed.  The  Plymouth  colony  repeatedly  visited  this  place, 
for  the  purposes  of  trade,  and  maintained  a  friendly  intercourse 
with  the  natives  for  twenty  years,  during  which  time  no  at- 
tempts were  made  to  purchase  the  land  or  to  begin  a  plantation 
at  Nauset. 

1640.  This  year,  'the  purchasers,  or  old  comers,'!  of 
Plymouth  colony  obtained  of  the  Court  the  grant  of  a  tract  of 
land,  from  the  bounds  of  Yarmouth,  three  miies  to  the  east- 
ward of  Namskei<et,  and  across  the  neck  from  sea  to  sea. — 
But  it  remained  unimproved  ;  no  township  was  begun. 

1643.  Several  members  of  the  church  of  Plymouth  be- 
came dissatisfied  with  their  situation,  notwithstanding  the  fa- 
vorable opinion  which  they  had  first  conceived  of  the  place. 
They  had  now  discovered  that  they  had  built  their  town  in 

*  Winslow's  Relation. 

t  The  pitr chasers,  or  old  comers,  may  need  explanation.  Pliineas  Pratt  and  oth- 
ers were  called  purchasers,  or  old  comers.  The  Leyden  company  of  Pilf^rims, 
before  they  embarked  for  this  conntry,  formed  a  partnership  in  trade  with  London 
merchants,  commonly  called  merchant  adventurers.  The  connection  was  to  con- 
tinue seven  years,  at  the  end  of  wliich  time  all  the  connnon  property  was  to  be  di- 
vided. In  1626,  the  Colony  of  Plymouth  bought  out  the  interest  of  the  adventur- 
ers, for  £1809.  Soon  after,  the  Colony  hired  to  Gov.  Bradford  and  his  eight  as- 
•ociafes,  the  trade  of  the  Colony  for  six  years,  they  on  their  part  underUiking  to 
pay  therefor  the  £1800  to  the  adventurers,  and  all  the  other  dei)ts  of  the  Companv, 
amounting  to  C2(iOO  more;  and  also  to  bring  over  yearly  i.jO  in  hoes  and  shoes, 
and  to  .«ell  corn  for  six  shillings  a  bu.-hel.  Those  who  were  engaged  in  this  con- 
tract were  called  purchasers.  The  old  comers  were  certain  of  those  who  came 
over  in  the  three  fnst  ves.-«el.s  viz.  the  IMayllower,  the  Fortune  and  the  Aim. 

When,  in  1610,  (lo?.  Bradford,  in  whose  name  the  Patent  from  the  Plvmoutli 
company  in  Engl md  had  heen  taken  out,  surrendered  that  instrmnenf  to  ilic  b-tdy  of 
freemen  three  tracts  of  land,  the  first  comprehending  Eastham,  Orlenns  and  Pn  ews- 
ter,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable  ;  tlic  srcond,  a  part  of  New  licdfni  d  ami  Dart- 
mouth, in  llie  counly  of  Bristol;  and  the  third,  Swanzey  and  Kiiiuixiih,  in  the 
same  county;  and  liarrington,  Warren,  and  perllBps  Bri>iul,  in  Khodc  Island, 
were  in  the  sui  i vndcr  lo  these  purchaacrs,  or  old  comers.    They  were  in  all  fifiy. 
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tlio  ncizliborhood  of  one  of  the  most  barren  parts  of  New 
England.  Conseqiienlly,  it  was  impossible  that  Plymouth 
should  ever  be  raised  into  a  flourishing  and  opulent  capital. 
Many  of  their  number  had  already  left  the  town,  and  now  a 
nunjber  of  respectable  members  requested  a  dismission. — 
The  whole  body  of  the  church  began  seriously  to  consider 
whether  it  would  not  be  best  to  remove  in  a  body  to  another 
place,  than  thus  to  he  weakened  by  tlpi^rncs.  Many  meet- 
ings were  held  by  the  church  on  this  subject,  and  their  views 
and  opinions  were  very  dillerenl.  Some  were  for  still  re- 
m;iining  together  in  Plymouth.  Others  were  determined  to 
remove,  declaring  that  if  the  whole  church  would  not  go, 
ihey  would  go  by  themselves.  Put,  notwithstanding  these 
various  opinions,  brotherly  love  still  continued  among  them. 

At  length,  those  who  preferred  staying  at  Plymouth,  yield- 
ed to  the  sentiments  of  the  others,  and  a  removal  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to,  on  the  condition  that  a  place  might  be 
found,  which  would  conveniently  receive  the  whole  church, 
with  the  addition  of  such  persons  as  might  afterwards  join 
ihem. 

The  place  selected  was  Nausct,  on  Cape  Coil  ;  and  the 
purchase  of  the  place  was  now  made  of  the  Indians,  by  the 
conimiltee  who  came  down  to  examine  it.  This  territory, 
on  further  examination,  disappointed  their  expectations,  and 
llioy  changed  their  resolution  to  remove  in  a  body  to  this 
place.  It  was  found  to  be  fifty  miles  from  the  centre  of  the 
settlement,  and  inhabited  only  by  savasos.* 

Its  extent  was  too  limited  to  be  sufiiricnt  to  accommodate 
the  whole  Society,  much  less  capable  of  receiving  incrt^ising 
iiutnbprs  ;  and  the  harbor  was  incomparably  less  commodious 
ihau  Plymouth. 

K)!.).  In  a  voyage  to  Cape  Cod.f  the  Governor  took 
SfpiantoJ  with  him,  as  an  interpreter  and  pilot,  wIkmo  the  lat- 
ter was  seized  with  a  fever,  of  which  he  died.  This  loss  was 
severely  fell,  as  liis  place  could  not  be  supplied.  Although, 
on  some  occasions  his  conduct  was  somewhat  exceptionable, 

•Tluchcr'j  llulory  of  riymoiuli.  f  CiMiham.  |  An  Indian. 
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yet,  as  an  interpreter  and  pilot,  the  English  always  found  Ijini 
faithful. 

A  short  time  previous  to  his  death,  he  requested  the  Gov- 
ernor to  })riy  that  lie  might  go  to  the  Englishmen's  God  in 
heaven  ;  anJ  he  hequeailied  his  little  property  to  his  Eiigliili 
friends,  as  icniembrances  of  his  love.* 

1G44.  The  church  again  sent  a  number  of  persons  to  ex- 
amine the  territory  more  extensively. 

These  wei'e  Thomas  Prince,  John  Doane,  Nicholas  Snow, 
Josias  Cook,  Richard  Higgins,  John  Smalley,  and  Edward 
Bangs,  with  the  Governor,  and  many  other  members  of 
the  church.  On  examination,  they  judged  that  it  was  not 
capable  of  containing  more  than  twenty  or  tAvenly-five  fami- 
lies ;  and  consequently  that  it  was  not  large  enough  to  ac- 
commodate the  whole  church,  much  less  to  allbrd  room  for 
future  increase.  They  however  renewed  their  purchase  of 
the  natives.  How  much  they  paid  for  it  is  not  known,  but 
it  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  valuable  and  honest  considera- 
tion. 

The  lands  which  were  bought  of  the  natives  were  as  fol- 
lows: A  tract  of  land  called  Pochet,  with  two  islands  lying 
before  Potanumaquiet,  with  a  beach  and  a  small  island  upon 
it  ;  abo,  all  the  land  called  Namskeket,  extending  northward 
to  the  bounds  of  the  territory  belonging  to  George  the  sa- 
chem, excepting  a  small  island,  which  was  purchased  after- 
wards. These  tracts  were  bought  of  the  sachem  of  Mona- 
inoyick,  Mattaquason,  and  of  George,  probably  the  immedi- 
ate successor  of  Aspinet.  They  extended  northward  from 
the  bounds  of  the  territory  claimed  by  Mattaquason,  except- 
ing a  small  neck  of  land,  lying  by  the  harbor, f  on  the  east 
side  of  the  tract,  which  the  purchasers  stipulated  to  fence, 
that  the  Indians  might  use  it  as  a  corn  field,  and  that  they 
should  have  liberty  to  get  shad  and  other  fish  in  the  cove,:J: 
and  have  a  part  of  the  blubber  of  whales  that  should  be  driv- 
en on  shore,  the  |)roportion  to  be  determined  by  the  English. 
It  was  also  asked  who  owned  Uillingsgate,  which  ^vas  un- 


Thachcr'd  Ilib.  oriMymouili.         fNausct.  \  Town  cove 
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fierslood  lo  be  all  ihe  land  norili  of  the  icnitor\  purchased 
of  George  t!ic  buclieiii.    Tlio  Indians  saitl,  note  owned  it. 
Then,  said  iL'C  purcliascrSj  thai  land  is  ours.    They  answer- 
ed, h  is. 

1011.  This  year  the  grant  of  Nauset  was  made  by  the 
Court,  as  follows:  *  The  Court  doth  grant  unto  the  ciiurch 
af  New  Plymouth,  or  those  that  go  to  dwell  at  Nauset,  all 
tint  tract  of  land  lying  between  sea  and  sea,  from  he  purchas- 
ers' bounds  at  Namskuket  to  the  herring  brook  at  Diliing?gaie, 
with  the  sail!  herring  brook,  and  all  the  meadcws  on  both 
siilesofsaid  brook,  with  great  bass  pond  there  and  all  the 
meadows  and  islands  within  the  said  tract.  Nalhi.niel  Morion, 
Secretary  of  the  Court.' 

It  wn>  concluiled  that  ihe  whole  body  sliouM  not  remove 
from  Plymouth,  but  liberty  was  given  to  those  who  desired, 
to  go  and  begin  a  plantation  at  this  place,  they  agreeing  to 
pay  for  the  purchase  which  had  been  made  iu  the  name  of 
the  whole  church. 


{^omt:  notice  of  tiii:  seven  first  settlers  of 
kastiiam,  vi/:  tijomas  prince,  john  doane, 
nicholas  snow,  josias  cook,  richard  iikjgins, 
john  smallkv,  and  edwaiil)  rancs. 

These  mf^n,  in  Aj^il,  IGl  1,  having  obtained  possession  of 
the  grant  of  the  Cot^J*,  as  above,  and  the  right  of  this  terri- 
tory from  the  Indians,  came  immciliately  to  Nauset,  with 
iheir  families,  and  began  the  sctllement. 

The  east  side  of  the  town  still  retain^;  ilic  iir.tnc  of  N:ui?rt. 

Thomas  Prifice  pitched  his  tent,  and  connncncod  the  la- 
bor of  cidtivalion  on  nl)oul  two  hundred  acres  of  the  richest 
land  in  the  place.     Seme  of  the  bounds  to  the  fiiim,  uhich 

*  •  .Nauici  rccyriU. 
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were  erected  by  Mr.  Prince,  or  more  j)robal)]y  by  his  son- 
in-law,  Samuel  Freeman,  still  remain.  Tiiis  farm  exienJcd 
from  the  bay  to  the  Atlantic. 

The  house  of  Governor  Prince  stood  r.1)out  forty  rods  to 
the  eastward  of  the  road,  on  the  fann  of  the  late  Sanuicl 
Freeman,  Esq. 

These  first  settlers  arc  said  to  have  been  among  the  most 
respectable  inhabitants  of  Pl\'mouth.  Their  dc[)arlure  from 
that  j)lace  was  deeply  regretted  by  those  who  remained.  Put 
lamented  as  it  was,  at  that  time,  it  was  productive  of  great 
good  to  the  whole  colony.  It  did  not  essentially  injure  that 
settlement,  for  their  numbers  were  soon  supplied  by  others  ; 
and  it  contributed  eventually  to  the  settlement  of  all  the  low- 
er part  of  the  county  of  Barnstable  ;  the  consequence  of 
which  was,  that  the  Indians,  still  a  formidable  bo(l\-,  were 
overawed,  their  good  will  obtained,  and  they  were  thereby 
prevented  from  joining  in  any  hostile  attempts  against  the 
English,  in  the  wars  which  ensued  soon  aftcruards  with  oth- 
er Indians. 

Thomas  Prince,  the  distinguished  leader  in  the  settle- 
ment of  this  town,  was  born  in  England.  He  came  to  Ply- 
mouth in  the  ship  Fortune,  which  arrived  in  1G21.  being 
then  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  his  age. 

1624.  He  married  Patience,  the  daughter  of  Elder 
Brewster. 

1G34.     ITc  was  chosen  Governor  of  the  colony. 

1G35.  His  wife  having  died,  he  married  ?>[ary,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  William  Collier^  of  Duxbury.  This  year 
he  was  appointed  an  Assistant  to  the  Governor. 

1638.    He  was  again  chosen  Governor  of  the  colonv. 

16.')7.  "While  residing  in  Eastham,  he  was  the  third  ilmo 
chosen  Governor. 

The  law  required  that  the  Governor  should  live  in  Ply- 
mouth, but  a  dispensation  by  the  Court  was  granted  in  his 
favor,  and  he  continued,  while  holding  this  oiiicc,  to  icside 
here  for  seven  years. 

1665.  He  removed  to  Plymouth,  and  was  not  afterwards 
a  citizen  of  Eastham. 
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Governor  Prince  lived  in  tlie  lioiise  in  that  town  which 
was  luovidcd  for  him  by  ihe  government,  iiiuil  his  deadi, 
which  was  March  JDlh,  1076,  in  die  sevcnty-ei-hdi  year  of 
his  r.t^e. 

The  Governor's  salary  was  XOO  per  annum, 
llu  lived  in  radier  troublesome  lin;es,  and  liis  administra- 
tion, it  is  said,  was  inauspicious  and  perplexing.  Many  un- 
happy jais  and  animosities  prevailed  in  consequence  of  the 
measures  which  were  jiursued  against  the  sectaries  of  thai  day, 
ami  especially  against  the  Quakers,  lie  had  also  to  encoun- 
icf  many  diliicuhies  with  the  Indians.  But,  amidst  these  va- 
rious perplexities,  the  government  appears  to  have  pursued  a 
lirm  and  steady  comse,  with  its  most  suhstaniial  interests  in 
view.  Tiie  Won.  John  Davis  says:  '  If  we  except  the  la- 
mented departure  in  some  things,  from  a  just  and  prudent 
toleration  on  religious  subjects,  a  critical  and  candid  examin- 
ation of  Governor  Prince's  conduct,  during  the  eighteen  suc- 
cessive years  of  his  magistracy,  will  find,  it  is  believed,  little 
to  reprehend,  and  much  to  approve.' 

He  is  j)arliculai  ly  to  be  applauded  for  his  solicitous  atten- 
tion to  the  csiablishmcnt  of  schools  in  the  colony,  and  the 
couse  of  general  education  ;  anil  in  opposition  to  the  clamors 
of  the  ignorant  ami  sel(i;h,  he  used  his  innuencc  to  procure 
means  for  the  support  of  grammar  schools.  He  was  also  a  firm 
snp[)orler  of  an  educated  and  regidar  ministry.  The  friends 
of  learning  thought  that  no  method  would  be  moic  criectual  in 
preventing  lije  churches  from  being  overwhelmed  with  igno- 
rance and  fanaticism.  * 

He  left  seven  dauglitcrs,  all  of  whom  wore  nnrricd  while  he 
lived.  His  son  Thomas  went  to  England,  where  he  married 
and  tlieu  young. 

His  appearance,  it  is  said,  was  pinndiarly  diguified  and 
Mrilviug.  He  was  execllendy  (jualilied  for  the  oliiee  of  Gov- 
rruor,  liad  a  coiuiteuance  full  of  m;ij<'Nly,  and  was  therein  a 
terror  to  evil  doers,  j 

♦GyTcrnor  Wiinlww.  -f  Dr.  'I'liailicr. 
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There  is  a  pear  tree  now  standing  on  the  farm  of  Govern- 
or Prince,  in  this  town,  near  the  spot  where  his  house  stood, 
planted  by  himself,  to  which  the  following  lines  are  address- 
ed, by  Mr.  Ilcman  Doane,  a  descendant  of  Deacon  Joha 
Doane,  one  of  his  companions: 


Two  hundred  years  have,  on  tlie  -winr^s  of  time, 

Passed,  with  their  joys  and  woes,  since  thou,  Old  Tree  * 

Put  forth  thy  first  leaves  in  this  forei^ni  clime, 

Transplanted  from  the  soil  beyond  the  sea. 

Whence  did  our  pious  Pilcrrim  Fathers  come, 

To  found  an  empire  in  this  western  land. 

Where  they  and  theirs  might  find  a  peaceful  home  — 

A  safe  retreat  from  persecution's  hand.  , 

Tiiat  exiled  band  long  since  have  passed  away. 

And  still.  Old  Tree  !  thou  standest  in  the  place 

Where  Prince's  liand  did  plant  thee  in  his  day  — 

An  undesigned  memorial  of  his  race 

And  time —  of  those,  our  honored  fathers,  when 

They  came  from  Plymouth  o'er  and  settled  here  — 

Doane,  Iliggins,  Snow,  and  other  worthy  men, 

Whose  names  their  sons  remember  to  revere. 

Full  many  a  summer  breeze  and  wintry  blast  ^ 

Through  those  mnjestic  boughs  have  waved  nnd  sighed. 

While  centuries  with  their  burdei>s  by  have  passed. 

And  generations  have  been  born  and  died. 

And  many  a  sister  tree  has  had  its  birth, 

Performed  its  labors,  and  fulfilled  its  day  ; 

And  mighty  kings  and  kingdoms  of  the  earth 

Have  lived  and  flourished,  died  and  passed  awny. 

There  didst  thou  stand  in  times  of  bloody  strife, 

'J'iie  youthful  days  of  Boston's  famous  tree, — 

And  w  hen  our  patriot  fathers  sold  their  lives 

To  buy  their  country's  glorious  liberty  ! 

Old  time  has  thinned  thy  boughs.  Old  Pilgrim  Tree  I 

And  bowed  th^e  with  the  weight  of  ninny  years  ; 

Yet,  mid  the  frosts  oi'age,  thy  bloom  we  see, 

And  yearly  still  thy  mellow  fruit  appears. 

Venerable  emblem  of our^ires  of  yore  ! 

I;ike  them  tliou  hnst  performed  life's  labors  well  ; 

And  when,  like  them,  thy  days  are  passed  and  o'er, 

These  lines  may  help  thy  lengthened  stories  tell. 


This  celebrated  pear  tree,  planted  by  Governor  Prince, 
ill  ibis  place,  two  centuries  ago,  and  \vi;ic!i  still  annually 

^  yields  its  delicious  iVi::t,  down  to  the  seventh  generation,  is 
surely  a  Gl  emblem  of  that  church  which  w  as  planted  by  him 

^  on  the  same  soil,  and  at  the  same  lijiie.  If  the  rich  harvests 
of  this  old  tree  are  computed  to  be  thousands  of  bushels,  so 
from  ihat  church,  we  may  believe,  that  thousands  of  golden 

*  sheaves  have  been  gathered  into  the  garner  of  God,  as  well 
as  many  of  the  native  tribe  of  Indians,  who  lived  here.  '  It 
is  especially  gratifying  to  know,  that  from  this  church  fust 
soinided  out  the  worils  of  life  and  salvatiou  to  many  natives, 
whose  bodies  now  sleep  in  the  sands  of  the  Cape,  but  whose 
spirits  have  gone  to  Goil  who  gave  them,  to  swell  the  num- 
ber of  the  blood-washed  throng.' 

The  next  to  Governor  Prince,  of  the  idanters  of  Nauset, 
■was  Deacon  John  Doane.  lie  came  to  Plymouth  soon  af- 
ter the  settlement  of  that  place,  in  one  of  the  three  first  ships. 

1G.J3.  He  was  chosen  one  of  the  Assistants  to  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

l^JG.  '  It  was  ordered,  that  Mr.  Ralph  Smith,  Mr.  John 
Doane,  and  John  Jcnnry  for  the  town  of  Plymouth,  with 
oihcrs  for  other  towns,  should  be  added  to  the  Governor  and 
Assistants,  as  a  committee  for  the  w  hole  body  of  ihis  co!on\', 
to  meet  together  the  fifteenth  of  November  at  PlN  inoutli,  and 
there  lo  peruse  all  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the  phmta- 
lions  within  this  government,  so  that  those  that  arc  still  fitting 
might  be  c'stablished  ;  and  that  those  thai  lime  haih  made  un- 
necessary, might  be  rejected  ;  and  others  that  were  wanting, 
miglii  be  propared,  that  so  at  the  next  Court  they  niighl  be 
eslablibhcd. ' 

Tliey  assembled  according  to  the  order,  and  having  read 
tl)e  combinalion,  mailc  at  Cnpc  Cod,  the  eleventh  of  Novem- 
ber, l'")JO,  on  board  of  the  Mayllower,  they  performed  the 
inij)orlanl  work  for  which  ihey  were  appointed.  This  Wiis 
ll)e  first  revision  of  ihe  laws  of  thi)  colony  ;  and  to  be  aj)- 
pninicd  one  of  the  cocnniiiiee  for  this  work  was  a  mark  (-f 
distiuclion ,  showing  that  Deacon  Doane  was  rcsjicclcd  for 
liis  wisdom  and  inlczr.iv. 
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1G42.  He  was  again  chosen  as  one  of  ihc  Assisiaiiis  to 
Governor  Winslovv.  Before  liis  removal  to  Easiliani,  he 
was  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  church  of  Plymouth,  and  wa^ 
a  zealous  supporter  of  the  cause  of  religion.  He  still  held 
this  ofiice  in  the  church  here,  and  was  ofien  chosen  to  ofii- 
ces  of  trust  and  importance,  bolli  in  ilie  colony  and  in  the 
town. 

He  was  forty-nine  years  old  when  he  came  here,  and  liv- 
ed sixty  years  afterwards,  when  he  died,  in  1707,  being  one 
hundred  and  ten  years  old.  Tradition  says  that  he  was  rock- 
ed in  a  cradle  several  of  his  last  years. 

Deacon  Doane  took  possession  of  about  two  hundred 
acres  of  land,  north  of  the  harbor,  and  erected  stone  n)0[m- 
menls,  as  bounds  to  his  farm,  some  of  which  are  standing  at 
the  picsent  day,  having  the  initials  of  his  name  cut  in  thera. 

The  spot  where  his  house  stood,  is  pointed  out  by  his  de- 
scendants, near  the  water,  and  the  remains  of  the  cellar  are 
still  visible. 

Few  men  have  lived  so  long  and  usefully,  and  been  gath- 
ered to  their  fathers  in  peace,  at  such  an  age.  ^ 

1GG3.  John  Doane,  Jun.,  son  of  the  former,  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Court,  a  receiver  of  the  excise,  or  di.ily,  on 
the  Cape  Cod  fisheries. 

1GG2.  He  married  Hannah  Bangs,  daughter  of  Edward 
Bangs,  and  was  the  father  of  Samuel  Doar.e,  who  had  three 
sons,  Solomon,  Noah  and  Simeon. 

The  sons  of  Simeon  Doane  were  Deacon  John  Doane, 
Benjamin,  Isaiah  and  Ephraim. 

The  sons  of  Deacon  John  Doane  were  Timothy,  Hcman, 
Simeon  and  John. 

The  sons  of  Benjamin  Donne  were  Joseph  and  William. 

The  sons  of  Isaiah  Doane  were  Freeman,  Myrick  and 
Heman.  The  descendants  of  the  first  settlers,  tlirough  their 
various  branches,  are  very  numerous,  many  of  whom  remain 
in  this  and  tlie  neighboring  towns,  and  others  have  removed 
to  dillerent  parts  of  the  country. 

Doctor  Daniel  Doane  was  probably  a  brother  of  Deacon 
John  Doane.    He  was  the  first  physician  of  Eastham,  and 
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cnniiiiued  in  the  praciice  until  near  ihe  lime  of  his  death, 
whirl)  iTiJ.     Doctor  David  Doane  was  a  son  of 

'Ut  fo-..)  . ,  >'jf  coi'ded  him  in  the  practice.  He  mar- 
ried J)oreiha  Ilorion,  on  the  30ih  day  of  September,  170]. 
Mo  had  live  childicn,  Jonailian,  liannal),  Keziah,  John  and 
Nathiin. 

JtMiaihan  D^ane,  Esq.,  was  the  son  of  Doctor  David 
Doane.  lie  was  'lie  father  of  bylvanns  Doane,  the  father 
of  Ch|iI.  Ouadiah  Doane. 

l^DWAuD  Ka.-xGS.  In  the  earhesl  Plymouth  records  men- 
tion is  frequently  made  of  Edward  Bangs,  who  was  the  ilrst 
of  tlie  family  that  emi2:i-aicd  to  this  Qouniry.  He  is  repeat- 
edly mentioned  as  servin;^  on  the  grand  jury,  as  an  overseer 
or  captain  of  the  guard  against  the  Indians,  as  an  appiaiser 
of  lands,  and  as  engaged  in  other  public  employments. 

In  IGJo,  a  division  of  lands  appears  to  liave  been  made, 
and  a  record  was  iiiade  of  their  grounds  wdio  came  over  in 
ihe  ship  Ann  ;  among  tiiem  is  the  name  of  Bangs,  to  whom 
four  acres  were  assigned,  wiiich  was  a  little  more  than  the 
average  quantity  — some  having  six  or  eight  acres,  and  some 
only  one.  This  was  probably  owing  to  the  number  of  which 
iheir  respective  families  were  composed. 

The  land  assigned  to  Mr.  Bangs  was  among  those  describ- 
ed as  lying  on  the  other  side  of  the  town,  towards  Eel  rivei\ 

In  1(>J7,  at  a  jnibiic  Court  held  the  JJd  of  May,  it  was 
agreed  to  divide  the  stock  by  lot  am(uig  tlie  comjianies  of 
the  three  ships.  The  whole  were  diviilcd  into  twelve  com- 
j)anies,  and  lo'.s  wvin  drawn.  Edward  Bangs  was  i/i  tho 
iwelflh,  wiih  ten  oiher  i)crsons.  To  this  Int  'fcll  the  great 
white  back  cow,  which  was  bronahi  over  in  the  Ann. 

January  od,  KiJT,  a  new  division  of  lands,  tuentv  acres 
to  each  person,  (in  addition  to  huids  lormerly  divided,)  was 
made.  Six  persons  w(Me  appointed  layers  out,  viz.  A\'illiam 
Bradford,  Edward  Win^low,  John  [lowland,  Francis  Cook, 
Joshua  Bralt  and  Edwartl  B.ini:s. 

In  ](),). 5,  we  lind  him  on  the  list  of  freemen  of  riymoulh. 

In  If). If),  he  was  on  a  jmy  of  trials. 

In  10  10,  icn  acres  of  land  wore  granted  to  him. 
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In  1C4I,  fourscore  acres  of  land  were  granted  to  liiin,  on 
condition  iliat  he  contribute  one-sixteenth  part  towards  build- 
ing a  barque  of  forty  or  fifiy  tons.  He  was  one  of  the  i)ur- 
chasers  or  old  coiners. 

In  1G44,  Edward  Bangs  was  appointed,  by  the  Court,  an 
appraiser  of  land. 

In  the  same  year,  he  removed  from  Plymouth  to  Nauset, 
with  his  family. 

In  1G47,  he  was  a  deputy  to  the  Colony  Court  ;  also,  a 
surveyor  of  highways  in  Nauset. 

In  JG50,  a  deputy  to  the  Court.  •  ' 

In  1651,  a  surveyor  of  highways  for  Eastham. 

In  1G54,  he  was  appointed,  with  others,  to  lay  out  a  road 
from  Sandwich  to  Plymouih. 

In  1G57,  he  was  licensed  as  a  retailer  in  Eastham,  mean- 
ing shop-keeper. 

In  1GG3,  he  was  a  deputy  to  the  Court;  also,  in  1GG4. 

He  died  in  Eastham,  1G7  0. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Bangs,  son  of  the  preceding,  was  probably 
born  in  Plymouth,  and  came  here  with  his  fatljer,  and  other 
children. 

He  was  married  July  IGth,  1GG4,  to  the  daughter  of  Rev. 
John  Mayo.  He  was  twice  chosen  as  a  deputy  to  the  Col- 
ony Court,  and  once  to  the  General  Court  at  Boston. 

About  1G74,  with  his  family,  he  moved  to  Harwich,  where 
he  died  in  1728,  aged  88  years. 

His  wife  Mary  died  in  1711,  aged  GG  years. 

His  son,  Capt.  Edward  Bangs,  was  born  in  Eastham, 
Sept.  30lh,  16G5.  He  died  in  Harwich,  May  22d, 
174G,  aged  81  ;  his  wife  Ruth  died  June  22d,  1738,  aged 
G4. 

His  son,  Edward  Bangs,  was  born  in  1694,  in  Harwich, 
and  died  June  3d,  1755,  aged  61  ;  his  wife  Sarah  died  Au- 
gust Sth,  1727,  aged  25.  They  had  two  sons,  Elkanah  and 
Benjamin. 

Benjamin  Bangs  was  born  June  24th,  1721  ;  mnrrird  to 
Desire  Dillingham,  January  4th,  1749,  by  Rev.  Isaiah  Dun- 
ster  ;  and  died  Oct.  31st,  17G9.    His  children  were 
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1st.  JosliuOj  born  March  2Gih,  1751  ;  died  February  3d, 
1778. 

2d.  Isaac,  born  December  llib,  1732;  died  1750,  nn- 
married. 

.jd.  Edward,  born  Sept.  5tb,  175G  ;  married,  17S8,  to 
Hannah  Lynde,  by  Kcv.  Mr.  Uancroft  of  Worcester. 

4ih.  Benjamin,  born  July  Jlst,  K-")?  ;  died  March  9th, 
1S14,  aged  50  ;  leaving  five  sons  and  two  dauiibters,  viz. 
Benjamin,  Isaac,  (Jeori^e,  \\'illiam  and  Jonatlian,  Desire  and 
Nancy. 

Elkanali  Bangs,  the  son  of  Edward,  great-grandson  of  the 
first  E(iward,  had  four  sons,  viz.  Deane,  John  D.,  Bela  and 
Elkanaii. 

Deanc  married  Eunice  Sparrow  of  Eastham,  and  had  five 
sons,  Elkanah,  Dcane,  Bela,  Isaac  Spairow  and  Edward. 

Elkanah  married  Reliance  Berry,  Sr})l.  5ih,  Icr^Ii,  and 
had  four  sons,  Av'illiani  Henry,  Hiiarn  Berry,  Elkanah  and 
George  Franklin. 

Elkanah  Bangs,  youngest  son  of  Elkanah,  married  Sally 
Crosby,  in  1791,  and  had  si.K  sons,  Dillingham,  Elkanah, 
Abraham,  Elisha,  Freeman  and  Henry. 

Dillingham  married  Louisa  Tillcy  ;  Elkanaii  married  Sal- 
ly Freeman  ;  Elisha  married  for  his  first  wife,  Martha  Crock- 
er, for  his  second,  Olive  Snow,  and  for  his  ihinl,  Sarah  IE 
Foster  ;  Eiccman  married  Susan  Grili'eth  ;  IJeni}-  manicd 
Roxa  Morse. 

RiCHAUD  HiGGiNS  was  born  in  England,  and  came  to 
riymnulh  soon  after  that  town  was  s(>tilcd,  as  his  name  ap- 
pears in  the  list  of  freemen,  \Go3.  He  married  Mary  Yaies 
of  Plymouth.  He  was  chosen  deptiiy  in  1G49,  ICGl  and 
1C(37,  and  was  selectman  three  years.  His  s(»n  Jonathan 
was  married  to  lOliznbelh  Rogers,  IGliO,  and  had  eight  chil- 
dicn.  From  these  have  descended  ^11  ihc  fjunilies  of  this 
iiamR  in  this  and  nil.cr  towns  in  llie  counly,  uiiich  liave 
l»cen  numerous,  and  many  of  them  dislinguislied  as  good  men 
and  worthy  citizens. 

Nicholas  Snow  was  born  in  Ijiglanil,  and  came  here 
liuin  riyniouih.    He  was  a  man  of  considerable  distinction, 
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and  was  employed  in  the  public  transactions  of  the  colony 
and  of  this  town.  He  was  a  deputy,  selectman  seven  years, 
and  town  clerk  sixteen  years.  Died  1671.  His  wife  died 
1676,    lie  had  oneshare  in  the  division  of  lands  made  1G23. 

Mark  Snow,  his  son,  was  married  to  Jane  Prince,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Governor,  IGGO,  and  had  eight  children.  He 
succeeded  his  father  as  town  clerk,  in  1GG3,  and  held  the 
oflice  twelve  years,  and  he  was  deputy  three  yeai-s. 

Jabez  Snow,  his  son,  had  five  children.  He  was  select- 
man and  town  clerk,  and  lieutenant  of  the  military  company. 
Died  in  December,  1G90. 

Thomas  Snow,  son  of  the  last,  married  Hannah  Sears, 
1G92.    Their  son  Thomas  ^vas  born  1G93. 

John  S^ialley  and  Josias  Cook  were  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  this  place.  Mr.  Smalley's  descendants  are  numer- 
ous in  Harwich.  The  name  is  now  generally  abbreviated, 
and  written  Small.  No  mention  is  made  of  him  in  the  rec- 
ords of  Plymouth,  so  that  it  cannot  be  ascertained  when  ho 
came  to  this  country. 

Josias  Cook.  The  descendants  of  Mr.  Cook  are  not  nu- 
merous. Francis,  John  and  Jacob  Cook,  were  early  settlers 
of  the  colony,  and  probably  he  was  the  son  of  one  of  ihcui. 

Francis  Cook  came  in  the  Mayflower,  and  signed  the  com- 
pact in  Cape  Cod  harbor.  He  had  two  shares  in  the  divis- 
ion of  lands. 

1639.    John  Cook  was  chosen  a  deputy  to  the  Court. 

1642.    He  was  again  chosen  to  this  oflice. 

1631.  He  was  appointed  a  deacon  to  the  Plymouth 
church,  but  was  subsequently  excommunicated,  for  occaslt)n- 
ing  many  dissensions  among  them. 

1644.  These  persons,  having  bought  the  whole  territory 
of  Nausct,  began  the  settlement,  and  soon  admitted  many 
others  to  join  them,  to  whom  they  set  ofl' lands. 

Only  two  years  afterwards,  they  had  such  an  accession  of 
numbers,  that  they  applied  to  the  Colony  Court  for  an  act  of 
incorporation,  which  was  granted:  '  1616,  June  2d.  Nau- 
set  is  granted  to  be  a  township,  as  other  towns  within  the 
government  have  been.' 


The  inliauitants  of  Nauset  soon  experienced  ihe  incon- 
vcn'uMice  of  l)a\in5  ilie  natives  located  at  both  ends  of  the 
town,  and  acconiingly  made  an  agreement  with  those  who 
had  been  the  subjects  of  George  the  sachem,  (he  being  now 
dead,)  respecting  iho  neck  of  land  at  the  mouth  of  the  liar- 
bor.  called  Tonset.  For  this  tract  they  paid  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, and  gave  tlie  Indians,  besides,  a  piece  of  land  at 
Qucsrpioqaset,  which  they  were  to  enclose  themselves. 

1  (.).') I.  The  Colony  Court  ordered  that  the  town  of  Nau- 
set be  henceforth  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Easiham. 

The  same  year,  it  was  ordered  by  the  Court,  that  if  any 
lazy,  slothful  or  profane  persons,  in  any  of  the  towns,  neg- 
lect to  come  to  the  public  worship  of  God,  they  shall  forfeit 
for  every  such  default,  ten  shillings,  or  be  publicly  whipped. 

The  early  records  of  the  town  are  brief,  and  much  decay- 
ed by  lime  ;  but  they  are  suflicient  to  show,  that  no  sooner 
had  the  first  settlers  taken  possession  of  the  place,  than  they 
organized  their  township,  by  the  choice  of  town  ofijcers, 
and  elected  the  required  number  of  deputies  to  the  Colony 
Court.  Mr.  Edward  Bangs  and  Deacon  John  Doane  were 
chosen  deputies  ;  Nicholas  Snow,  town  clerk  ;  Josias  Cook, 
const.ible  ;  John  Sm;:lley,  grand  jur} man  and  sur\o\or  of 
liighways. 

Tiicy  very  early  built  a  small  niceting-house,  twenty  feet 
square,  wiih  a  thatched  roof,  and  holes  on  all  sides,  through 
which  ihcy  might  tire  their  muskets.  Near  to  it,  laid  out  a 
burying-place,  not  far  from  the  town  cove,  which  still  re- 
mains, and  is  enclosed,  ihongh  no  persons  ha\  e  been  l)i:r!t  il 
lliere  for  many  years.  iiere  are  seen  the  graves,  aufl,  in 
some  instances,  lln;  stones  which  denote  the  particular  spot 
wliere  ll>c  ashes  of  the  first  settlers  remain. 

1G43.  Iiid)bard,  in  Ills  History  of  New  England,  savs, 
'  Tims  went  on  the  allairs  of  this  small  colony,  not  by  might 
or  strcnglli  of  man,  but  by  the  special  presence  and  blessing 
of  Almighly  God,  in  some  convenient  measure  of  prosperity, 
till  tin's  time,  when  W(>  were  furni.-hcd  wilh  manv  worthy 
niiiHsters  in  the  several  townships,'  among  whom  was  Rev. 
Joliii  Mayo. 


SOME  NOTICE  OF  OTHER  SETTLERS  OF  THE  TOWN, 
FROM  IGio  TO  170U. 


Rev.  John  Mayo  came  to  Easlbnrn,  nnd  look  charge  of  ihe 
church  in  164G,  and  continued  lill  1655,  wlien  lie  was  set- 
tled over  the  second  church  in  Tosion,  where  he  coniinuei] 
till  1672  ;  he  was  then  dismi:<sed,  and  returned  lo  Easlhain, 
where  he  died. 

He  had  two  sons,  John  and  Nathaniel. 
1651.    Mr.  John  Mayo,  son  of  the  minister,  was  married 
to  Miss  Hannah  Lecraft.     They  had  eight  sons,  John,  (born 
1652,)  William,  James,  Samuel,  Elisha,  Daniel,  Nathaniel 
and  Thomas.  *        *  ..»• 

Jolin,  the  third  of  that  name,  resided  at  Easiharn  until 
1694,  when  he  moved  to  Harwich  (now  Brewster.)  He 
was  the  first  representative  sent  from  that  place,  and  was 
successively  chosen  lo  that  ofiice  for  fourteen  years.  Died 
in  February,  1726,  aged  74  years.  Mr.  Mayo  left  three 
sons,  viz.  Samuel,  John  and  Joseph.  Samuel  settled  in  the 
southerly  part  of  Orleans.  John  is  supposed  not  to  have 
left  any  children,  .loseph,  the  late  Deacon  Mayo,  died  in 
Brewster,  leaving  five  sons,  viz.  Thomas,  Moses,  .loseph, 
Nathan  and  Isaac.  Thomas*  left  five  sons,  viz.  Thomas, 
Asa,  Ebenezer,  Isaac  and  Elnaihan.  Asa  died  in  1S23, 
leaving  five  sons,  viz.  John,  .Teremiah,  Benjamin,  .Tosiah  and 
David,    .leremiah  and  David  now  reside  in  Crewster. 

In  1655,  Mr.  Thomas  Crosby  was  employed  by  the 
church  to  carry  on  the  public  services  of  the  Loi  d's  day,  to 
whom  they  j)aid  a  salary  of  £50  a  year  until  1670.  Ue  had 
seven  sons,  Sinieon,  .loseph,  Thomas,  .lohn,  A'v'illiam,  I'.b- 
enezer  and  l^leazer.  Their  father  came  from  England,  with 
his  fiimily.  He  was  a  religious  teacher.  Tiis  son  Simeon 
married  Mary  Nickerson.  From  him  descended  all  ol  this 
name  in  this  and  otlicr  towns  on  the  Cape. 

*  Tlinnins  was  in  (lie  Rovoliitioii.n  v  scrvirc.  Tie  was  ;i  prisoner  mi  Ix  ard  ilio 
noted  Jersey  prison  sliip  for  six  luontli.s,  was  dihcliurgcd  ticlv,  and  died  on  hid  way 
home,  at  Kliodc  Island,  iu  1778. 


The  ancestor  of  ibc  Freeman  family,  who  came  first  to 
ihis  coLinlrv,  was  Samuel,  who  was  born  in  Devonshire, 
England,  and  settled  in  Watertown,  near  Boslon,  1630. 
He  had  two  sons,  Henry  and  Samuel.  It  is  said  that  he 
owned  a  seventh  part  of  the  tounshij)^  and  was  one  of  the 
principal  planters  of  that  place.  He  returned  to  England, 
after  a  few  years,  where  he  died,  and  left  his  estate  to  his 
son  Henry. 

Governor  Thomas  Prince  married  his  widow^  and  brought 
her,  with  her  son  Samuel,  to  this  place. 

Henry  Freeman,  son  of  Samuel,  married  in  Watertown, 
and  had  ono  son,  Jan)es,  and  died  IGTJ.  James  settled  in 
Ijoston,  and  had  one  son,  Samuel,  who  died  without  leaving 
any  children.     Thus  this  branch  of  the  family  became  extinct. 

Samuel  Freeman,  who  came  to  J^astham  with  Governor 
Prince,  was  born  in  ^V'ater^o\vn,  1G3S.  Succeeded  to  his 
estate,  and  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Constant  Soulhworth, 
of  PlymotJth,  IGoS,  who  was  an  Assistant  in  the  government 
of  ihe  colony.  lie  had  seven  children,  Samu(3l,  Constant, 
l-'dward,  Aphia,  I'-lizabeth,  Mercy  Cole  and  Alice  My  rick. 
He  was  deacon  of  ihe  church  for  many  years,  aiul  an  active 
and  woiiiiy  (own>man.  11c  died  in  1700.  and  his  wife  about 
the  same  lime.  Samuel,  his  son,  lived  in  this  town,  and  in- 
herited his  estate. 

1G80.  Sanmel  Frreman,  ehh^st  son  of  [he  first  San^ucl, 
married  I'Jizahclh  Spai  row ,  and  hatl  twelve  children.  lie 
was  captain  of  the  militia  company,  selectman  -ii\  years, 
negative  man  nineteen  years,  representative  two  years,  and 
was  afterwards  employed  in  the  public  all'airs  of  the  town 
and  colony. 

171J.  Samuel  Frerman,  sou  of  [he  hist  named,  was 
married  to  Mary,  danLditer  of  I)i>acon  .lohu  P;iine,  bv  liev. 
Samuel  Treat.  They  had  fourteen  children.  lie  was  a 
deacon  of  ihp  clnu-eh. 

liarnabas  Freeman,  the  youngest  son  of  the  last  named, 
lived  on  the  pnicrnal  estate  iu  IvHihnm,  and  m:uri(Ml  Uclhia, 
daugluer  of  Willard  Knowlcs,  and  had  nine  children.  lie 
was  0  jusilco  (3f  llic  peace,  often  represented  the  town  in  the 


General  Court,  and  held  other  offices  of  importance,  as  will 
be  seen  hereafter. 

Samuel  Freeman,  Esq.,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Barnabas, 
and  inherited  and  lived  on  the  same  estate,  which  was  be- 
queathed to  this  family,  by  the  will  of  Gov.  Prince.  He 
married  Bial,  daughter  of  Solomon  Doane,  Jun.  She  had 
seven  children.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  he  married 
the  widow  of  Capt.  Barnabas  Cobb  of  Brewster.  He  was 
for  many  years  a  representative  of  the  town  in  the  General 
Court,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  otherwise  employed  in 
town  affairs.  He  died  May  24,  1837.  He  had  five  chil- 
dren :  Paulina,  who  married  Mr.  Heman  S.  Doane  of  Bos- 
ton ;  Barnabas,  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Knowles,  and  have 
three  "children,  Ehzabeth,  James  and  Samuel  ;  Joshua,  mar- 
ried Miss  Clementina   ;  Mary,  married  Warren  Lin- 
coln ;  and  Clarissa,  married  Francis  Nickerson. 

Mr.  John  Freeman  is  believed  to  have  been  the  uncle  of 
the  first  Samuel  Freeman,  of  this  town  ;  and  also  of  Edmond 
Freeman,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Sandwich. 

John  Freeman  was  here  as  early  as  1G55.  He  was  a 
deacon  of  the  church,  and  a  prominent  man  in  the  town. 
He  is  called  one  of  the  Fathers  of  Eastham. 

16G0.  He  was  an  Assistant  to  the  Governor  in  the  Col- 
ony Court,  and  for  several  years  afterwards. 

1G72.  His  son  John  was  married  to  Sarah  Myrick,  and 
they  had  a  son  John  ;  but  it  is  impossible,  now,  to  trace  the 
genealogy  of  this  branch  of  the  family. 

This  name  is  extremely  conmion  in  the  county  of  Barn- 
stable, and  has  sent  out  its  branches  widely  into  all  parts  of 
the  country. 

16G0.  Joseph  Harding  was  married  to  Bethia  Cook,  and 
bad  ten  children.  This  is  the  first  notice  of  him.  He  was 
the  ancestor  of  all  of  this  name.  His  sons  were  John,  Josh- 
ua, Josiah,  Jesse  and  Ebenezer. 

IGGO.  John  Rogers  and  Elizabeth  Twining  were  n^arried, 
and  had  seven  children.  His  sons  were  John,  .liidali,  Joseph, 
Eleazer  and  Nathaniel.  John  married  Pn'scilla  Hamblin, 
169G.    There  are  many  of  this  name  at  the  present  day. 
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Gsorge  Godfrey  was  here  previous  to  this  date,  and  bad 
eight  children.  His  sons  were  George,  Samuel,  Moses, 
Richard  and  Jonathan. 

George  Crown  settled  here  before  this  time.  His  son 
Samuel  married  Martha  Harding,  and  bad  a  son,  Sanmel, 
who  settled  in  the  north  part  of  the  town. 

The  first  of  the  name  of  Atwood  was  Eldad.  His  de- 
scendants are  numerous.  ^" 

Lieut.  John  Cole,  an  early  settler,  died  1667.  His  son 
John  married  Ruth  Snow,  and  had  eight  children.  His  son 
John  had  eleven  children.  His  son  Jonathan  was  born  1694, 
and  from  them  have  descended  all  of  this  name. 

John  Smith  was  the  first  of  this  name  who  settled  in  this 
town.  He  married  Mary  Eldridge,  1CG7,  and  had  eleven 
children.  The  sons  were  John,  Jeremiah,  Vv'illiam,  Beriab 
and  Ebenezer.  From  him  all  of  this  name  come.  His  son 
John  married  Hannah  Williams,  and  had  nine  children. 
The  sons  were  Joseph,  William,  Seth  and  John. 

Jonathan  Sparrow  was  here  sometime  before  this  date. 
He  belonged  to  a  troop  of  horse  for  this  town,  1664  ;  rep- 
resented the  town  in  the  Colony  Court  and  in  the  GcncM*al 
Court  twelve  years  ;  was  a  selectman  ten  }  car5  ;  v.as  captain 
of  the  military  company,  and  in  many  other  ways  was  em- 
]iloycd  by  the  town.  His  son  .Fohn  was  married  to  Apphia 
Trase,  16s;3,  and  had  four  children.  The  sons  were  John 
and  Stephen. 

Stephen  Hopkins,  supposcil  to  be  a  son  of  Stephen  Hop- 
kins, who  came  to  Plymouth  in  the  Mayflower,  married  Ma- 
ry Myrick,  1667.  His  father  had  ci^ht  persons  belonging  to 
liis  family,  being  jirobably  his  wife  and  children. 

He  was  one  of  the  party  who  travelled  into  the  interior  a- 
round  rniuot  river,  now  Truro,  to  \  icw  the  land,  and  endeav- 
or to  discover  the  inhabitants.  ^^  hilst  wanderins;  in  the 
woods,  they  observed  a  sapling  bent  down  to  the  earth,  and 
some  acorns  strewed  uiuicrncaih.  Stephen  Hopkins  said  it 
was  a  deer  trap.  Mr.  A\'illlnin  Dradford,  afterw  ards  Govern- 
or, stepping  loo  near,  it  gave  a  sudiien  jerk  up,  and  caught 
liim  by  the  leg. 
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Stephen  Hopkins,  3d,  married  Sarah  Howes,  and  had  one 
son,  Jonathan.  Ste^jhen,  son  oi'  llie  last,  married  Leihia 
Atkins,  1701. 

Jonathan  Cobb  was  here  before  1070.  He  came  from 
Harwich  in  England.  His  father,  whose  name  was  Sylva- 
nus,  had  four  sons,  Jonathan,  Eleazer,  Sylvanus  and  Benja- 
min. The  three  first  came  early  to  America  ;  tiie  last  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  his  death,  when  he  came  also, 
but  it  is  not  known  where  he  settled.  Jonathan  settled  in 
this  town.  Isaac  Cobb,  a  son  of  Benjamin,  was  Port  Ad- 
miral of  Yarmouth,  England.  Eleazer  settled  in  Hingham, 
and  Sylvanus  north  of  Boston.  Jonathan  had  a  son  of  the 
same  name,  and  was  the  father  of  Scotto  Cobb,  the  father  of 
Gen.  Eh'jah  Cobb  of  Brewster,  who  married  Mary  Pinkham, 
1793,  and  has  four  children  :  Deborah,  who  married  Doct. 
Joseph  Sampson  ;  Elijah,  who  married  Caroline  Snow,  and 
had  seven  children,  viz.  Caroline  0.,  E.  Winslow,  Helen, 
Mary  L.,  Alfred  S.,  Annette  T.,  and  Emily  C;  INlary  P., 
who  married  Rev.  T.  K.  Taylor  ;  Ann  P.,  who  married 
Capt.  Frederic  Freeman. 

George  Crisp  was  here  before  1667,  when  he  was  mar- 
ried to  llephzibah  Cole  ;  died  1682,  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters, Mercy  and  Maria. 

Crisp  Rogers,  son  of  Joseph,  was  the  father  of  Mr.  Crisp 
Rogers  of  Brewster,  and  was  named  by  Mercy  Crisp,  daugh- 
ter of  George. 

AVilliam  Myrick  was  one  of  the  second  comers  to  this 
town,  and  had  six  children.  The  sons  were  Joseph,  Ben- 
jamin and  Isaac.  Joseph  married  Elizabeth  Howes,  16S4, 
and  had  three  sons,  Joseph,  William  and  Laac.  Joseph 
married  Elizabeth  Remick,  1712,  and  had  but  one  child,  a 
daughter.     This  family  descended  by  the  other  brothers. 

William  Walker  was  here  about  1654,  and  married  Sarah 
Snow,  daughter  of  Nicholas,  and  had  three  sons,  John,  AVil- 
iiam  and  Jabcz. 

Jonathan  Iliggins  married  Elizabeth  Rogers,  1660,  and 
had  four  sons,  Beniah,  Jonathan,  Joseph  and  James. 


Benjamin  Higgins,  brother  of  Joiiaihan,  married  Lydia 
Bangs,  IGGl,  and  liad  eight  sons:  Ichabod,  Richard,  John, 
Joshua,  Jesse,  Benjaniiii  and  Samuel. 

Richard  iliggins,  also  a  brother  of  the  above,  married 
Mary  Yates,  1G51,  and  had  four  sons,  Eliakim,  Jadiah,  Ezra, 
and  Thomas.  From  these  have  descended  the  numerous 
and  respectable  families  of  this  name.  Richard  served  the 
town  four  years  as  a  deputy  to  the  Colony  Court,  and  was 
selectman  three  years  ;  and  many  others  of  this  name  have 
held  ollices  in  the  government  and  in  the  town. 

William  Twining,  the  ancestor  of  this  name,  died  in  this 
town,  1G59,  and  some  of  that  name  who  were  iiis  descend- 
ants, have  since  lived  here. 

Stephen  Twining,  a  grandson  of  ^^'illiam,  married  Abigail 
\oung,  1GS3,  and  had  four  sons,  Stephen,  Elcazer,  Nathan- 
iel and  John.  William,  brother  of  Stephen,  married  Ruth 
Cole,  IGSS,  and  had  two  sons,  William  and  Barnabas. 

Henry  Akins  was  here  in  1G31,  and  had  eight  sons,  Sam- 
uel, Isaac,  Henry,  Joseph,  Nathaniel,  Thomas,  John  and 
Stephen  ;  and  from  these  have  descended  those  of  this  name. 

John  Young  was  here  in  1G49,  and  had  six  sons,  John. 
Joseph,  Nathaniel,  David,  Robert  and  Henry. 

Eldad  Atwood,  son  of  Oi)ed,  married  Ann  Snow,  and  had 
four  sons,  John,  Eldad,  El)enezer  and  Renjamin. 

John  Kiiowlcs  was  here  before  liiTO,  and  settled  at  Ton- 
sot.  It  is  believed  that  he  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Joh[i 
Knowlos,  who  came  to  this  country  about  IGGO,  who  re- 
mained a  i^w  years  as  a  minister,  but  returned  and  settled  in 
England.  In  IGTl  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Governor  Lcverett, 
in  which  he  expressed  a  strong  interest  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  College  ami  in  the  allairs  of  New  England  generally. 
John  married  Apphia,  daughter  of  John  JJaiii^s,  and  had 
three  st^ns,  I^lward,  John  and  Samuel.  Edward  married 
Ann  Ridley,  and  had  two  sons,  Thomas  and  Edward. 
The  laot  marrieil  Sarah  Mayo,  and  had  two  sons,  Samuel 
and  I'Mward.  Samuel  died  1  7.")  1 .  Thomas  Knowles,  son 
of  Samuel,  died  I7()().  Edward  was  a  deacon  of  the  church, 
ond  died  17  lU.    lie  had  two  sons,  Elijah  Knowlcs,  E54., 
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the  father  of  the  late  Harding  Knovvles,  Esq.,  and  John,  who 
was  the  father  of  Col.  Willard  Knowles.  The  last  was  ihc 
father  of  Capt.  Winslow  and  Mr.  James  \l.  Knowles. 

Thomas  Newcomb,  the  son  of  Simeon  Newcomb,  who 
was  the  first  of  this  name,  married  Elizabeth  Cook,  1G93, 
and  had  three  sons,  Edward,  Thomas  and  Simeon.  Settled 
in  the  north  part  of  the  town. 

Thomas  Paine  was  here  before  1G70.  He  had  two  sons, 
John  and  Thomas.  He  was  four  times  elected  by  the  town 
a  deputy  to  the  Court ;  was  town  clerk  eight  years,  and  a 
selectman  nineteen  years. 

John  Paine  was  a  son  of  Thomas.  He  represented  the 
town  in  the  General  Court  eleven  years  ;  was  town  clerk 
twenty-five  ;  town  treasurer  twenty-one,  and  a  selectman. 
He  had  two  sons,  John  and  Wilham.  John  Paine,  Jun., 
represented  tlie  town  four  years  ;  William,  five  years. 

Thomas  Paine  was  the  son  of  John.  Joshua  was  the  son 
of  Thomas.  Benjamin  was  the  son  of  Joshua,  and  the  father 
of  Joshua,  who  was  the  father  of  Isaac  PainO;  w  ho  was  the 
father  of  the  present  Deacon  Ebenezer  Paine, — all  of  whom 
have  held  important  offices  in  the  town.  The  last  has  been 
town  clerk  and  treasurer  nineteen  years,  and  is  now  living. 
Tliomas  Paine,  son  of  the  first  Thomas,  nmrried  Hannah 
Shaw,  1G7S,  and  had  nine  sons. 

Joseph  Collins  came  from  Ireland,  and  was  here  before 
1G70.  He  settled  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  and  mar- 
ried Ruth  Knowles,  1G72,  and  had  five  sons,  John,  Joseph, 
Jonathan,  Dcnjamin  and  James. 

Joseph  Collins  married  Rebecca  Sparrow,  and  had  one 
daughter,  Lois.  Jonathan  Collins  married  Elizabeth  Vick- 
erie,  and  had  sons  and  daughters.  John  Collins,  son  of  the 
first  Jose[)h,  married  Hannah  Doane,  and  had  five  sons,  Solo- 
mon, Samuel,  John,  Joseph  and  David.  Benjamin  was  the 
father  of  Captain  jNIichacl  Collins,  who  represented  tlic  town 
of  Wellflect  in  178S  and  1791,  who  was  the  fatlier  of  the 
present  Michael  Collins,  l''sq. 

John  Young  came  to  this  town  before  IG  IO.  His  sons 
were  John,  Joseph,  Nathaniel,  David,  Robert  and  Henry. 


Jonathan  Linncll  was  lieie  eaily  in  ihc  setilenient  of  the 
town,  lie  had  four  sons,  David,  Jonathan,  Thomas  and 
Khsha. 

Isaac  Pepper  appears  to  have  been  tlie  first  of  the  name 
who  came  to  this  town.  He  was  married  to  Apphia  Free- 
man, l(3d5,  and  liad  four  sons,  Isaac,  Robert,  Joseph  and 
Solomon.  lie  represented  ilie  town  two  years  in  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  and  was  one  of  the  selecimen  eleven  years. 
Capt.  Jonathan  Pepper  was  his  grandson,  and  Solomon  was 
the  son  of  Jonathan,  both  distinguished  men  in  the  town. 
Joseph,  son  of  Joseph,  had  two  sons,  Daniel  and  John. 
Daniel  was  deacon  of  the  church.  Mary,  his  daughter, 
niarried  Francis  Krogman,  and  had  eight  children. 

A\"illiam  Nickerson  married  Mary  Snow,  a  grand-daughter 
of  Nicholas  Snow,  lie  had  two  sons,  "William  and  Nicho- 
las. 

John  Witherell  came  here  some  time  before  1700,  and 
settled  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  but  the  records  are  lost 
respecting  him  and  his  family.  There  have  been  many  of 
this  naLnc  in  the  town,  and  some  families  still  remain  in  that 
part  now  called  U'elllljet. 

^^'iliiam  Dyer  wao  heie  before  17  00,  and  married  Han- 
nah Sirout,  and  sellled  in  the  north  part  of  the  town. 

George  \\*ard  was  the  first  of  this  name,  and  married  lie- 
becca  Ncwcomb,  and  settled  in  the  north  part  of  the  town. 
From  liim  have  descended  the  families  of  this  name. 

John  Herd  ^vas  here  before  1075;  he  had  two  sons,  Jolin 
and  Jacob  ;  settled  in  the  north  part  of  the  town. 

•  George  Wcid  was  here  auii  uiarrieil  Constant  Doanc, 
1G90,  and  had  three  sons,  Elcuzjr,  John  and  Jonathan. 
Died  17JI). 

•  Tlie  (irst  of  the  name  of  Hatch  was  Moses,  who  married 
Mrs.  Hannah  liangs.  Tiie  names  of  their  children  are  not 
known.     Sellled  in  the  norlh  part  of  the  town. 

Samuel  Horton  appears  to  have  been  the  fnst  of  this  name 
wlio  sellled  in  llie  tuwn,  and  was  probably  here  before  1700. 
Ho  bad  four  sons,  John,  Nathaniel,  Samuel  and  James. 

The  fuujilics,  ihus  briclly  noticed,  were  sclllcrs  and  m- 
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habitants  of  the  town  before  1700.  From  what  places  those 
came  after  the  first  emigration  from  Plymouth  is  not  known, 
nor  is  it  possible  to  trace  their  families  in  a  direct  line  of 
descent  to  the  present  day.  There  were  a  number  of  other 
settlers  whose  names  have  become  extinct,  and  others  who 
removed  to  other  towns  and  parts  of  the  country. 

.  ^    •  •  •  . 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  TOWN,  WITH 
SOME  ACTS  OF  THE  COLONY  COURT,  FROM  1G4G 
TO  1C90. 

164G.  It  was  enacted  by  the  Court,  that  every  town 
within  the  government  shall  have  a  clerk,  or  some  one  ap- 
pointed to  keep  a  register  of  the  day  and  year  of  the  mar- 
riage, birth  and  burial  of  every  man,  woman  and  child  within 
their  township.  V, 

Eastham,  being  a  regularly  incorporated  town,  complied 
with  this  requisition,  and  made  choice  of  Nicholas  Snow  as 
town  clerk. 

Another  act  of  the  Court,  passed  this  year,  was,  that  the 
Court  shall  meet  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  the 
summer,  and  eight  in  the  winter,  upon  the  penally  of  six- 
pence for  every  default, — and  continue  until  eleven ,  and  then 
rise  to  dinner, — and  after  dinner  continue  till  evening,  as  the 
Governor  shall  ihink  proper ;  and  every  hour  any  of  them 
shall  be  absent,  after  they  are  called,  shall  pay  sixpence,  it 
they  ofier  no  good  excuse. 

This  was  working  long  and  hard  for  the  pay  of  two  or 
three  shillings  a  day. 

1652.  The  town  held  many  meetings  for  tlic  division  of 
the  common  lands  ;  also  respecting  car  ninrks  for  horses, 
cattle  and  swine. 


A  division  of  lands  was  made  to  the  first  settlers  and  new 
comers.  It  was  granted  that  Mr.  Thomas  Prince  shall  have 
his  proportion  of  land,  that  is  due  to  him,  laid  out  at  Tonset. 

]]very  town  was  required  to  procure  a  book,  in  which 
should  he  recorded  the  division  or  purchase  of  lands,  and 
these  should  be  duly  bounded  to  prevent  disputes  concern- 
ing them. 

The  town  ordered  that  the  constable  have  power  to  col- 
lect the  fines  irnposed  on  persons  who  were  negligent  in 
coming  to  town  meetings,  on  information  being  given  by  the 
town  clerk.  The  constable  to  have  one  half,  and  the  town 
the  odier. 

1G5S.  The  following  Rate  was  made  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  town  : 


For  town  officers'  wages  £S    As  Od 

For  magistrates'  and  commissioners'  charges  2    5  0 

For  a  drum  for  the  military  company    .    .     3    0  0 

For  deputies'  wages  5    0  0 

For  Mr.  Bangs'  going  to  Yarmoutli  on  town 

business  0    3  0 

.  For  Indians'  killing  wolves  13  0 

For  frciglit  of  corn  to  Plymoulii    ....    05  [) 

£15    0  [> 

1659.    Rates:  •  ,  • 

For  the  assessors'  wages  £2  lis  Od 

For  the  magistrates'  services  1    7  (I 

*  For  pikes  2  Ki  4 

For  record  book  0    1  JO 


£0  1!)  8 

A  military  company  was  early  formed  and  equipped. 
The  olliccrs  were:  captain,  Mark  Snow;  lieutenant,  .Jonathan 
lliggins;  and  ensign,  .lonatlian  Uani^s. 

The  lown'.-i  proportion  cf  :i  irooj)  of  horse  was  also  rais- 
ed. Thomas  Prmcc  and  lldward  Uangs  agreed  to  find  a 
man  and  horse  each,  at  their  own  expense,  for  two  years, 
ihrcc  being  the  number  for  ihis  town. 
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IGGO.  E.  D.,  of  iliis  town,  was  fined  twenty  sliillinzs  for 
slandering  and  belieing  his  neiglibors. 

Tiie  Court  ordered  that  Nauset  pay  by  i-ate  forty  shillings 
for  ihe  last,  and  the  same  amount  for  this  year  ;  and  all  oth- 
er townshi|)s  pay  their  rates  according  to  the  same  propor- 
tion they  did  the  last  year. 

IGGl.  It  was  provided  and  enacted  by  the  Court,  that 
freemen  may  vole  by  proxy,  in  the  election  of  magistrates, 
provided  their  votes  are  taken  in  open  town  meetings. 

Previous  to  this  tinje,  all  the  freemen  of  each  town  were 
required  to  go  to  Plymouth  for  this  purpose.* 

1GG2.  Tlie  town  purchased  the  fertile  island  of  Pochet, 
which,  in  the  first  sale,  was  reserved  by  Mattaquason,  for  the 
Indians. 

'i'he  town  agreed,  that  a  j^art  of  every  whale  cast  on  shore 
be  ;ip|)ropiialed  for  the  support  of  the  ministry. 

A  lax  was  |)ut  on  liquors,  sold  by  retail,  by  the  Court, 
and  the  town  took  strong  measures  to  suppress  inle(n()orance, 
and  to  prevent  th^'  sale  and  use  of  spirituous  licpiors. 

At  this  peiiod  it  was  ordered  by  the  town,  that  no  Eng- 
lishman or  Indian  should  furnish  any  man  with  any  licjuors 
within  the  townshij),  directly  or  indiiecily,  on  the  |)enalty 
of  paying  five  shillings. 

1GG3.  It  was  required  by  the  Coni  t,  that  the  towns  with- 
in the  2:overnment  should  choose  three  or  five  selectnu'n  out 

o 

of  the  freemen,  such  as  the  Court  should  approve  of,  for  the 
better  managing  of  the  affairs  of  the  townshij)s  ;  and  iln^  se- 
lectmen in  every  town,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  wi^re  em- 
j)ovvered  to  hear  and  determine  all  debts  and  differences  aris- 
ing between  jierson  and  person  within  th(;ir  respective  town- 
ships, not  exceeding  forty  shillings.  Also,  they  were  em- 
powered to  hear  and  determine  all  difierences  ai  isinsj:  between 
any  Indians  and  the  I'jiglish  of  their  respective  townships, 
about  (h'unage  done  to  cornfields,  by  cows,  swine  or  any  oili- 
er beasts  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  ro.-pcciive 
townships. 

It  was  further  enacted  by  the  Court,  that  the  said  select- 

'  Old  Colony  law?.     E.istlum  rcrords. 
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men  in  every  township,  approved  by  the  Court,  or  any  of 
thein,  shoiihl  have  power  to  give  forth  siiininonses  in  his  niaj- 
esty's  narne,  to  require  any  pci'sons  coniphiined  of  to  attend 
the  hearing  of  the  case,  and  summon  wiinesses  to  give  testi- 
mony upon  that  account,  and  to  determine  the  controversies 
according  to  legal  evidence.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  office 
of  selectmen,  in  all  respects  as  the  duties  now  arc,  except  that 
thev  were  also  a  court  of  justice.  Tlie  first  selectmen  of  this 
town  were  John  Freeman,  John  Doanc  and  Nicholas  Snow, 
chosen  IGGJ. 

lOG-l.  It  was  agreed  between  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman  and 
the  town,  that  he  should  pay  the  Rate,  for  which  the  town 
w\as  prosecuted  by  the  Court,  as  their  part  of  the  exj)en3es 
of  the  government,  one  half  in  money,  and  the  other  in  j)eas 
and  wheat  ;  and  for  so  doing,  he  should  have  a  black  horse 
running  at  large  at  Pamet,  it  being  the  town's  property;  and 
that  he  also  should  serve  as  a  trooper  for  the  town  three 
years. 

1GG5.  The  Court  passed  a  law  to  inflict  corporal  punish- 
ment on  all  jicrsons  who  resided  in  the  towns  of  this  govern- 
in-  ni,  uho  denied  the  scriptures.  Also,  that  no  minister,  in 
any  lowu,  >h()ul(l  leave  his  congregation  till  complaint  was 
made  to  a  magistrate,  and  that  magistrates  should  compel  the 
congregations  to  do  their  duty. 

This  law  was  made  to  enforce  the  comfortable  supjiort  of 
those  who  labored  in  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

The  town  voted  that  all  the  horses  belonging  to  the  inhab- 
itants should  be  marked  on  the  fore  shoulder  with  the  letter 
I'l,  to  dis(iu[:ui>h  tliom  (hose  which  bclonced  to  the  in- 

liabiinnls  of  otl.er  towns,  they  having  a  dilTerent  mark. 

The  town  voted  that  the  sale  and  |)rice  of  lirjuors  shonltl 
be  governed  by  a  law,  miide  hy  (ln^  Court  for  this  purpose. 

It  was  also  voted  hy  the  town,  tiiat  all  persons  ^vho  should 
stand  out  of  the  meeiing-house,  during  the  time  of  divine 
service,  should  l)e  sol  in  ihc  stocks. 

The  Court  at  riynuMiih  held  thrive  sessions  each  yor.r,  for 
tiic  trial  of  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  composed  of  the  Cov- 
ernor  and  at  least  three  magistrates,  while  the  selectmen  tried 


all  cases  under  forty  shillings,  in  iheir  respective  towns,  from 
which  appeals  were  iillowcd. 

These  officers  were  required  to  complain  to  the  Court  of 
all  persons  who  ahsenled  themselves  from  public  worship  on 
llie  Sablnuh.  118291? 

Jonathan  Sparrow  engaged  to  be  a  teacher  for  Eastham. 

16G7.  The  town  voted  that  every  housekeeper  should 
kill  twelve  blackbirds,  or  three  crows,  which  did  great  dam- 
age to  the  corn  ;  and  tliis  vote  was  repeated  for  many  years. 

A  census  was  ordered  to  be  made  by  the  town  of  all  the 
male  inhabitants,  from  sixteen  to  sixty,  who  were  able  to  bear 
arms.  Also,  a  valuation  of  all  the  property  in  the  town  "ivas 
made  by  the  selectmen. 

IG70.  It  was  the  practice  for  the  niinisler  to  collect  his 
own  salary.  This  was  attended  with  much  trouble,  and  of- 
ten impaired  liis  usefulness.  It  was  ihereloie  voted  by  the 
town,  'that,  forasmuch  as  it  appears  to  be  greatly  incon- 
venient for  the  minister  to  be  troubled  to  gather  in  the  rales 
for  his  own  maintenance,  and  is  also  an  occasion  of  j)iejii(lic- 
ing  some  persons  against  him  and  his  n)inislry,  that  luo  meet 
persons  in  the  town  be  appointed,  who  shall  take  care  to 
gailier  in  the  minister's  maintena[)ce,  and  incite  the  peojjle 
to  do  their  duty  in  this  respect.' 

This  vote  was  passed  by  the  authority  of  a  law  of  the  Col- 
ony Court,  made  and  provided  for  this  purpose,  and  for  all 
the  towns  in  the  government. 

Also,  in  all  such  towns  where  the  peo]ile  declined  or  neg- 
lected to  settle  a  minister,  the  Court  taxed  them  for  the  sup- 
port of  public  worship.  .  0 

Also,  a  penalty  for  refusing  to  serve  as  a  selectman  when 
legally  chosen  by  the  town. 

The  fisheries  of  Cape  Cod  were  regulated  by  law,  and  a 
duty  was  |)nt  upon  mackerel  and  other  fish  caught,  for  the 
support  of  a  free  school,  which  was  established  in  Plymouth, 
in  1G71,  under  a  grant,  made  by  the  government  of  the  col- 
ony the  preceding  year,  of  all  sucli  profits  as  might  or  should 
annually  accrue  to  the  colony,  from  lime  to  lime,  for  fishing 
"with  nets  or  seines  at  Cape  Cod,  for  mackerel,  bass  or  her- 


rings,  to  be  iniproved  for  and  icwards  a  free  school  in  some 
low  n  of  il)c  jiirisdiclion. 

The  confederation,  which  was  agreed  to  at  the  first,  be- 
tween this  colony,  jNlassachusetls  and  Connecticut,  was  re- 
newed. •  , 

At  this  early  period,  the  town  began  to  be  alarmed  on  ac- 
count ol  a  scarcity  of  wood  and  timber,  and  [)as5ed  a  vole, 
l()rbi(!<!iiit:  all  persons  to  cnl  and  can}'  it  out  of  the  tcn^n. 
Voted,  !()  contribute  £6  for  the  support  of  Harvard  Collriie, 
the  inini-iers  and  elders  of  the  several  towns  being  reqne^tcd 
to  take  measures  to  raise  money  for  this  object. 

The  church  was  gathered  and  organized  at  the  first  settle- 
ment of  ihe  town,  but  until  this  time,  1G72,  tiie  number  of 
the  ifihabiiants,  and  their  ability  to  support  an  ordained  min- 
ister, had  not  bc^en  sufllcient.  » 

They  now  gave  a  regular  call  to  Mr.  Samuel  Treat  to 
settle  uith  them  as  their  minister,  which  he  accepted,  and 
was  oidainod.  Mr.  Treat  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  Go\  ern- 
or  of  Connecticut,  Uobert  Treat  of  Milford,  who  was  the 
failier  of  iweniy-one  children. 

It  was  P<j:rped  and  voted  by  the  town,  that  Mr.  Trent's 
salary  sjinnld  be  l'")0  per  aunurn,  and  a  suflicieiit  (juantitv  of 
wood  brought  to  his  door  for  his  use. 

Also,  a  parcel  of  meadow  and  iiplmd,  cilven  tf>  the 
town  by  M.'in;i<seth  Coinpton,  an  Indian;  ;  rd  a  parcel  of  up- 
land and  meadow,  bought  of  John  ^'oung. 

Also,  three  acres  of  meadow  called  ili(>  \\'hitc  meadow. 

Also,  an  island  at  nillingsgate,  with  the  meadow  about  it. 

AI-'O,  a  parcel  ol  marsh,  in  Great  meiidow. 

AI.M),  twenty  acres  of  u|)lniiil  at  tlie  head  of  the  Cove.* 

Also,  ili:n  the  town  build  a  sniinble  house  for  him  on  ibis 
land.  Tlii-  llie  sniary  which  tln^  town  voted  and  ai^reed 
to  give  .Mr.  Trent,  which  was  no  doubt  sulliciciiL  for  his  sup- 
port in  those  days. 

In  lG71,he  married  Mi.-5S  Kli/abeth  Mayo,  daughter  of  the 

• 'I'liis  r.iriii  is  now  DWiinl  l«\  Janus  H.  Knnwics.  anJ  wan  pni  (  iia^-i  .1  in 
1725,  l)yliis  -i.inilf.uliLT,  Will.ir.l  Knowlt.x.  of  a  .son  cf  Mr.  Trcal,  iiCtcr  (lie  dcJilli 
of  his  njollicr. 


Rev.  John  Mnyo  of  Boston,  by  whom  he  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, viz.  Jane,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Samuel  (died  in  infancy), 
Mary,  Robert,  Abigail,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Joshua,  John  and  Na- 
thaniel. The  most  of  the  daughters  married  in  this  town.  The 
name  is  extinct.    Mrs.  Treat  died  in  1G9G,  aged  44  years. 

In  1700,  Mr.  Treat  married  the  widow  Abigail  Easter- 
brook,  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  V\'illard,  pastor  of  the  South 
church,  Boston,  by  whom  he  had  three  children.  Eunice 
was  the  mother  of  Robert  Treat  Paine,  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  The  other  daughter  was  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Greenleaf,  Esq.  of  Boston  ;  and  a  son,  by  the  name 
of  Robert,  died  young.* 

Mr.  Treat  is  peculiarly  entitled  to  a  distinguished  rank 
among  the  first  ministers  of  New  Knglmd,  as  by  his  zeal  and 
labors  he  was  the  instrument  of  the  conversion  of  many  of  the 
natives  to  the  faith  of  the  gospel,  and  of  reducing  them  to  a 
stale  of  order  and  civilization.  He  studied  and  obtained  a 
knowledge  of  their  language. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Elliot  of  Roxbury,  had  previously  and 
successfully  engaged  in  this  great  and  benevolent  work,  and 
justly  deserves  the  hiiihest  praise  ;  but  next  to  him  stands 
Mr.  Treat  of  Eastham.  x\fter  preaching  to  the  Indians  in 
his  own  town  with  great  success,  he  travelled  into  the  west- 
erly part  of  the  colony,  and  preached  to  many  of  the  native 
tribes.  Not  satisfied  with  what  he  could  do,  he  wrote  letters 
to  several  persons  in  the  colony,  urging  them  to  prepare 
themselves  for  this  work.  His  exam|)le  made  such  impres- 
sion on  the  n)ind  of  Mr.  Richard  Bourne  of  Sandwich,  ti  nt 
he  soon  entered  into  the  service  wiih  activity  and  zeal.  He 
studied  the  Indian  language,  and  preached  to  the  Indians  hv- 
*ing  in  Barnstable,  Yarmouth  and  Marshpee. 

His  labors  were  greatly  blessed  ;  many  were  converted  to 
the  faith  of  tiie  gospel  of  Christ,  and  several  were  langhi  to 
read  and  write.    In  a  letter  written  by  him  to  Mr.  Cioodkin, 

*•  Doct.  Jiiincs  !•' iceman  of  Uootoii,  says  iliat  many  of  llic  facts  in  (Iir  lifr  ami 
character  of  Mr.  Treat  were  ilcrive<l  from  Joseph  (Jreenlcaf,  L"-sc].  and  his  lady. 
Mrs.  (irceiilcaf,  at  that  time,  1802,  was  78  years  of  aqc.  Mr:j.  Treat  died  Dec. 
27th,  174G,  thirty  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 
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in  1674,  he  snys:  'There  are,  in  the  several  villages  of  In- 
dians below  Sanchvich,  above  three  hundred  who  meet  to- 
gether on  ll)e  Lord's  day  to  worship  God.'  Those  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Treat  were  not  included.  He  engaged  witli 
great  eai-nesmess  in  this  work  for  a  nuinber  of  years. 

1GS5.  Governor  Hinckley  sent  to  the  corporation  in 
Eiigland  an  account  of  tlie  praying  Indians  in  the  county  of 
Plymouth,  being  foinleen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  besides 
boys  and  girls  inuler  iv.elve  years  old.  There  were  live 
liundrcd  tnen  and  women,  besides  children,  within  the  limits 
of  Mr.  Treat's  parish. 

1G93.    In  a  letter  to  Rev.  I.  Mather,  Mr.  Treat  writes: 

Reverend  and  Wurlhj  Sir: — 

Being  advertised  tliat  it  would  not  be  unseasonable  and  unservicea- 
ble, at  this  juncture,  to  give  you  a  true  and  impartial  account,  both  of 
tlie  number  and  the  present  state  of  our  Indians,  and  of  the  accepta- 
tion and  entertainment  of  tiie  gospel  among  them,  and  tlieir  profi.'ss- 
cd  subjection  thereunto  ;  ^vllcrcof,  sir,  you  may  be  assured  as  follow- 
eth. 

Tiiat  there  arc  five  hundred  Tndiaiis  wiihin  the  limits  of  our  town- 
ship, unto  M'hom  tliese  many  years  past,  I  have,  irom  time  to  time, 
imparted  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  their  own  language  ; 
and  truly  hope,  not  without  success.  I  continue  in  the  same  service, 
earnestly  imploring,  and  not  without  hopes  of  a  more  plentiful  down- 
pouring  of  tiic  spirit  upon  them. 

And  I  verily  do  not  know,  nor  can  I  learn,  that  there  is  so  much  as 
one  of  these  Indians  that  does  obstinately  absent  from,  but  do  jmntly 
frctpicnt  and  attend  upon  seasons  of  the  preaching  of  the  word,  and 
countenance  the  san-.e,  not  only  on  tlie  Lord's  day,  but  upon  public 
thanksgivirig  and  fast.  days. 

They  liuv!  lour  di?tiiu't  assiMiiblies,  in  four  villages,  belonging  to 
our  towiisliip,  in  which  tli'\v  have  four  tfachors  of  their  own  choice, 
of  the  n.ortj  nober,  wcll-iilfectcd  ami  understanding  persons  among 
thrm,  who  »luly  proncli  to  them  when  I  am  not  with  them.  These  In- 
dian t'Mchcrs  repair  to  my  house  once  ii  wrek,  to  be  further  instruct- 
ed in  tlP"  conccrnmrnls  proper  for  their  scrvirc  ami  station. 

TlH'rc  an*  in  the  alx.vc  said  villagf\s  t!)tir  school-masters  of  the  best 
ftccomplishnifnls  for  that  service,  who  teach  their  vouth  to  read  and 
write  thfir  own  language. 

TUrro  are  also  six  justices  of  the  peace,  or  magistrates,  in  these 
villages,  wiio  regulate  their  ci\il  affairs,  and  punish  criminals  and 
iransgrcsiiors  of  tlie  ci\ il  law.    'J'ln-y  liave  tlirco  stated  courts,  and 


other  inferior  officers.  Many  of  tlicm  are  of  a  serious,  civil,  sober  con- 
versation and  deportment,  ^vho  are  makinir  essays  lu wards  a  furiher 
progressive  step  of  obedience  and  conformity  to  the  rules  of  the  gos- 
pel, having  a  great  desire  to  be  baptized. 

They  are  very  servicable  by  their  labor  to  the  English  vicinity,  and 
have  all  along,  since  our  wars  with  their  nation,  been  very  friendly  to 
the  English,  and  forward  to  serve  them  in  that  quarrel ;  tiieir  deport- 
ment, converse  and  garb  being  more  manly  and  laudable  than  any 
other  Indians  that  I  have  observed  in  the  province.  But,  sir,  I  would 
not  be  tedious  ;  only  craving  your  interest  at  the  throne  of  grace,  that 
we  may  be  serviceable  to  the  name  and  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus. 

So  I  subscribe  willingly, 

SAMUEL  TREAT. 

Eastham,  August  23,  1G93.  ^  •  *  t 

There  were  two  school-masters  at  Potamiinaquiet,  one  of 
whom,  Thomas  Coshannas:,  was  the  preacher.  ^ 

The  magistrates  were  ^Villiam  Stockman  and  Lawrence 
Jeffreys.  Daniel  IMunshe  was  ilie  preacher,  and  Daniel  Sam- 
uel, the  ruler  at  Meeshawn  and  Punonakanet,  which  was 
Easlham  and  Billin^^sgate. 

1G93.  John  Quason  and  Menekish,  the  rulers  at  Mona- 
moyick,  and  John  Cosens  the  preacher  and  school-master. 

Manasseih  was  the  preacher,  and  Joshua  Shauntam  the  rul- 
er at  Sakatucket. 

Mr  Treat  could  speak  and  write  the  Indian  language  with 
facihty.  Every  monili  he  visited  and  preached  in  these  sev- 
eral viHages.  At  other  times,  the  Indian  teachers  read  lo 
their  congrcgaiions  the  sermons  which  he  had  written  for 
them.  In  addition  to  these  weekly  tasks,  and  preaching  to 
his  own  people,  he  translaterl  the  Confession  of  Faith  into 
the  Nauset  language,  for  the  edification  and  improvement  of 
his  converts.  Believing  that  it  wouhl  he  impossihio  to  make 
much  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  unless  he  gain- 
ed their  affections,  he  exerted  himself  to  secure  ihcm.  Be- 
sides treating  them  on  all  occasions  with  aHahility  and  kind- 
ness, he  frequently  visited  them  in  their  wigwams,  and  with 
cheerfulness  joined  them  in  their  festivals.* 

The  consG(|uence  ^vas,  that,  won  hy  his  engaging  maimers, 


♦  Dr.  rrccman. 


iliev  vpiipraipd  liiin  ns  n  pnstor  nnd  loved  liiin  as  a  faiber. 
liii!  Moi  w  iil)Si;iiidiii^  ill!  could  be  done  lor  the  In(Jians  by 
liiin,  imtl  hii  woiibv  coadjiiiors,  ihey  could  not  save  ibem 
from  uasiiug  away.  A  blasliut;  uiiid  swept  over  them  as 
soon  a.-  ilu3  KuL^li-h  look  possession  ol"  their  country,  and 
lhe\  u  iihcred  and  flied. 

174  5.  l;ui  few  Indians  were  left  in  the  township  of  East- 
ham. 

1761.  According  to  the  census  then  taken,  there  were 
found  icmaining  only  five  in  Wellfleet,  eleven  in  Easlham, 
and  nineiy-one  in  Harwich.  Tiie  greatest  part  of  the  laiier 
iviinbcr  li\'cd  at  Potanumaqiiict,  where  ihcy  had  a  mceiing- 
liouse,  and  a  missionai'y  who  conliiuicd  to  preach  seveiai 
years  after  this  period.' 

Mr,  Treat  was  a  laborious  and  faithful  minister  to  his  oun 
church  and  people,  and  often  had  reason  lo  bless  God  for 
the  visits  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  his  labors,  in  the  conversion 
of  many  of  his  hearers,  by  which  many  were  added  to  his 
church.  lie  was  a  strict  Calvinisl,  wh:ch  Dr.  Freeman  sa\s, 
'  is  established  l)cy(  nd  ;dl  dispute,  by  a  vcdume  of  sermons 
in  manuscript,  now  in  possession  of  his  grandson.  These 
sermons,'  says  Doctor,  'are  connected  in  their  subjects, 
are  correctly  transcribed,  and  appear  to  have  been  designed 
for  publication.  Th^y  exhibit  learning,  and  his  doctrines 
are  delcndcd  with  ahiliiv  and  iniccnuity,  anil  the  apj)licaiions 
of  his  subjects  arc  ti  t  inciidou^. ' 

I)ul,  says  thi.'saup'  wiiit'i',  'with  (he  atlvanla^e  of  prcai'h- 
ing  tin,'  dociiine  of  icior,  which  is  naturally  productive  of  a 
subhuic  and  imprcs>ivc  sulf  of  ehxpioiicc,  li(3  could  not  at- 
tain ihc  character  ol  a  popular  preacher.  His  voice  was  so 
loud,  that  w  hen  speaking  ii  could  be  heard  at  a  great  distance 
(lom  the  meeting-lious(\  (>\cn  in  ih(>  mid-t  of  the  winds  that 
howled  over  the  plains  of  Naus(>i,  hut  thiMC  was  no  more 
music  in  it  than  in  the  discordant  sounds  with  which  it  was 
mingled.* 

An  anecdote  is  told  of  Mr.  Treat,  which  shows  how  much 
the  excellence  of  his  mailer  was  injured  by  the  badness  of 
llic  manner  of  his  delivery. 

» 

•  His.  Coll.  to),  fiii.         •  t 


His  second  wife,  being  ihc  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wll- 
lard  of  Boston,  he  was  invited  to  preach  in  liis  pulpit.  Mr. 
Willard  possessed  a  graceful  delivery,  his  voice  was  masculine 
and  harmonious,  and  consequently  he  was  generally  admired. 

Mr.  Treat  having  preached  one  of  his  best  sermons  to  the 
congregation  of  his  faiher-in-law,  in  his  usual  unhappy  manner, 
excited  universal  disgust,  and  several  nice  jndges  waited  on 
Mr.  AV'ilJard,  and  begged  lliat  Mr.  Ti-eat,  who  was  indeed  a 
worthy,  pious  man,  but  a  wretched  preacher,  might  never  bo 
invited  into  his  pulpit  again.  ^Jr.  AVillard  made  no  reply; 
but  desired  his  son-in-law,  before  he  left  Boston,  to  lend  him 
the  discourse.  In  a  few  weeks  after,  he  delivered  it  to  his 
people,  without  any  alteration.  His  hearers  were  charmed 
with  it,  and  came  to  Mr.  Willard,  and  requested  a  copy  for 
the  press.  'See  the  difference,'  they  cried,  'between  your- 
self and  your  son-in-law!  You  have  preached  a  sermon  on 
the  same  text  as  Mr.  Treat's;  but  while  his  is  contempt- 
ible, yours  is  excellent. ' 

Mr.  Treat  was  a  man  of  piety.  He  addressed  his  Maker 
with  humble  devotion,  and  his  prayers  were  copious  and  fer- 
vent. It  is  said,  that  his  natural  temper  was  mild;  and  his 
conduct  in  dornestic  life,  as  a  husband,  a  parent,  and  a  mas- 
ter, was  kind  and  indulgent.  His  manners  were  cheerful, 
his  conversation  pleasant,  and  sometimes  facetious,  but  always 
decent. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  society  for  the  propagation  of  the 
gospel  made  him  some  compensation  for  his  services  among 
the  Indians,  and  he  received  a  small  salary  from  his  parish  of 
£60.  It  is  said  that,  in  the  latter  jiart  of  his  life,  he  engaged 
iji  trade,  and  by  this  means,  with  the  addition  of  a  small  in- 
heritance from  his  father,  he  left  a  good  estate  to  his  family. 

There  was  a  remarkable  snow  storm  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  the  snow  fell  so  deep  that  he  could  not  be  buried 
for  many  days.  The  Indians  dug  an  arch  through  it,  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  long,  and,  such  was  their  attachment  to  him,  that 
they  insisted  on  carrying  his  remains  on  their  shoulders  to 
the  grave. 

Samuel  Rich  was  here  about  1GG5.    He  had  a  son  named 
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Tlionias.  His  son,  John  Rich,  married  Mary  Treat,  daugh- 
ter of  the  minister,  1700.  He  had  five  sons,  Robert,  John, 
Reuben,  Joshua  and  Moses.    Tlieir  mother  died  1723. 

17(34.  A  number  of  men  were  raised  in  this  town,  by 
order  of  the  Court,  for  the  service  ai^ainst  the  Indians;  also 
XG(3  for  die  purchase  of  guns,  and  C  I  for  ammunition. 

Jonathan  Sparrow  was  appointed  and  commissioned  as  en- 
siiin  of  the  military  company  of  the  town. 

Thomas  Mulford  was  a  freeman  of  the  town  before  this 
period.    He  had  four  children,  but  the  name  is  extinct. 

Steplieii  Myrick  and  Mary  Dangs  were  married,  and  had 
one  son,  Stephen. 

1G75.  The  town  raised  £66,  16s.  6d.  to  pay  the  soldiers 
against  the  Narragansett  Indians. 

In  1G75  the  war  with  Philip,  who  was  the  sachem  of  the 
Wampanoags,  commenced.  Pliilip's  rule  extended  over 
the  whole  of  Plymouth  county,  the  islands  of  Nantucket  and 
Martha's  Vineyard,  Cape  Cod  and  a  part  of  Rhode  Island. 
Mount  Hope  was  the  seat  of  the  chieftain. 

Philip  was  an  ambitious,  shrewd  and  bold  warrior.  He 
designed  the  utter  extermination  of  the  English  settlers. 

The  most  of  the  tribes  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 
were  engagetl  with  him.  Swanzey  was  the  place  where  he 
commenced  the  work  of  death.  This  war  was  a  sore  calam- 
ity. It  is  estimated  that  about  six  hundred  of  the  iiihnbi- 
innts  of  New  j-lngland  were  either  killed  or  otherwise  cut  ofl' 
by  \\]c  Indians.  T\velve  or  thirteen  towns  were  entirely  de- 
stroyed, and  about  six  hundred  dwellings  were  burnt. 

1070.  Three  hundred  men  were  ordoied  to  be  raised  by 
the  council  of  war  at  Plymouih,  and  eighteen  was  the  number 
rcrjuircd  of  Knslham.  The  whole  army  raised  in  the  colo- 
nics at  liiis  tunc  was  one  thousand,  and  diliercnt  rcs|K"Ctablc 
historians  of  that  d;iy  estimate  the  whole  population  of  New 
I'.n-iland  somewhai  dili'ercntly ,  but  from  the  best  accounts 
given,  it  ajipears  to  bnvn  been  about  Ofty  thousand. 

Alibis  lime  a  generous  and  cordial  inviiation  was  given  by 
a  committee  of  the  Cajie  towns,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Rcho- 
boih,  Taunton  anil  Dridgcwatcr,  to  come  to  ihcm  wilh  their 
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moveable  [)ropcily,  lor  ilieir  prebCi vatioii  and  safety.*"  Suit- 
able answers  were  returned,  with  grateful  acknow  ledgaicnis 
for  that  expression  of  kindness,  but  declining  the  proposal. 

The  conitiiitlee  of  Taunton  say,  '  We  bJess  God  that  lie 
has  given  us  so  much  room  in  your  hearts — tliat  you  so  iVee- 
Jy  lender  to  us  a  part  with  you  in  your  houses,  fields  and 
provisions,  at  such  a  time,  when  the  Lord  is  threatening  us 
with  bereavement  of  our  own. 

*  It  much  comforieih  us,  in  this  day  of  darkness  and  dis- 
tress, that  we  shall  want  no  succor  you  are  able  to  afford  us. 
We  therefore  return  you  all  serious  thanks  for  your  sincere 
and  abundant  love,  beseeching  the  Lord  slill  to  continue  and 
increase  your  peace,  ability  and  promptness  to  relieve  the 
distressed  in  this  evil  day.  Nevertheless,  upon  our  serious 
and  mature  deliberation  upon  and  coiisideration  of  your  olier, 
we  cannot  at  })resent  comply  with  a  motion  to  remove  and 
quit  our  ])laces,  and  leave  our  habitations  to  be  a  desolation, 
and  that,  because  we  fear,  that  in  so  doing,  \\c  bo  wanting  to 
the  name  of  God,  and  the  interest  of  Christ  in  tlii.s  place, 
and  bewray  much  difTidence  and  cowardice,  and  give  the  adver- 
sary occasion  to  triumph  over  us,  to  the  reproach  of  that  great 
and  fearful  name  of  God  that  is  called  on  us.' 

Signed  by  Richard  ^Viiliams,  Walter  Deanc,  G.  Macy 
and  William  Harvey. 

The  reply  from  Rehoboth,  contains  similar  sentiments  of 
holy  resolution,  and  several  prudential  reasons  against  remov- 
al, such  as  the  danger  of  being  observed  by  the  enemy  and 
cut  off,  and  the  quantity  of  grain  which  they  had  in  the  ground, 
;ind  the  hope  of  a  jilentiful  supply  from  an  early  liarve^t, 
which  they  were  unwilling  to  abandon. 

Signed  by  Thomas  Cooper,  senior,  Peter  Uurt,  senior, 
IJeniy  Smith,  David  Smith  and  Nicholas  Peck,  in  behalf  of 
the  inhabitants. 

The  reply  in  behalf  of  Dridgewalcr,  was  given  by  Rev. 
James  Keith. f 

The  war  was  an  awi'ul  calamity  to  the  colonics,  but  this 

*  Dartmouli),  JMiddleboroiigli  and  Swan/.cv  were  broken  up-  '  , 
•f  New  England  i\Icnioiial,  by  Judge  Davis. 
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and  ihe  other  Ca|)G  towns  were  in  a  great  measure  exempt 
from  lis  evils.  '  The  greater  part  of  those  who  were  killed 
were  the  flower  and  sirengih  of  the  country.  Th(Me  were 
but  few  families  who  did  not  lose  some  near  relation  or 
friend,  and  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  were  in  deep 
mourning.  A  large  debt  was  contracted  by  the  colonies, 
when  their  numbers,  dwellings,  goods,  cattle  and  all  their  re- 
sources were  gicatly  diminished.  Of  this  debt  C-C124,  IO5. 
was  paid  by  a  donation  from  Ireland,  for  the  relief  of  such 
as  were  imj)overi5hed,  distressed  and  in  necessity  by  the 
war.    The  proportion  paid  by  Easrham  was  £2oG,  5s.  6d.' 

'  The  donation  from  Irrland  is  a  gratifying  instance  of  the 
generous  influence  of  christian  symjjathies,  and  is  supposed 
to  have  been  procured  by  tlie  exertions  of  Rev.  Nathaniel 
blather,  at  that  lime  a  minister  of  the  Congrcgaiicnal  denom- 
ination in  Dublin.' 

The  daily  pay  of  the  oflicers  and  soldiers  who  served  in 
the  war  in  the  year  1G75,  was  as  follov/s:^ 


General  Ot^ 

Captain    50 

Commissary  General    4  0 

Surgeon  General   10 

Lieutenant   10 

Ensign    4  0 

Sergeant    'IV) 

Cor|)oral   '2  0 

Soldier   1  <> 

1G7G.  The  town  raised  CI 2.3,  85.  od.  towards  dcfra\lng 
the  expenses  of  the  war  with  the  Indians.     At  this  lime  a 


dispute  arose  belwccn  this  town  and  Ijarnstable,  Sandwich 
anil  Yarmouth,  in  r(^fcron('c  to  some  pi:bhc  charges;  and 
Jonathan  Jiangs  was  chosen  to  art  in  (he  town's  behalf. 

Men  were  appointed  to  lake  care  of  Mr.  Treat's  mainten- 
ance, so  that  he  be  not  wrcMiged.  Samuel  Freeman  antl  Mr. 
Twining  were  deacons  of  the  church.  This  vear  ihe  town 
agreed  to  l)uild  a  new  meeting-house,  as  the  old  house  Avas 
decayed,  and  was  not  large  enough  for  the  present  number  of 

*  Judge  Davis. 
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inhabitants;  and  that  it  should  be  built  by  wa)  of  rales  on 
their  polls  and  estates.  Deacon  Freeman,  Lieutenant  Spar- 
row, Thomas  Paine  and  John  Doane  were  made  a  conmiii- 
tee  to  cany  on  the  building,  and  the  town  entered  into  an 
agreenieiit  to  bind  themselves,  their  heirs  and  adniinislralors, 
to  furnish  the  means  of  doing  it.  £153,  8s.  was  raised  for 
this  purpose.  The  town  also  agreed  that  the  new  house 
should  stand  near  the  burying  place.  Lieut.  Sparrow  and 
Thomas  Paine  were  appointed  agents  to  demand  and  receive 
from  the  town  of  Sandwich  <£12,  IQs.  Od.  due  to  this  town, 
and  prosecute  for  the  same  if  that  town  refused  to  pay  that 
sum.  ; 

1G7S.  The  town  voted,  that  the  inhabitants  of  TNionomoy- 
ick  should  pay  their  proportionate  part  towards  building  tlie 
meeting-house  and  Mr.  Treat's  salary,  and  to  prosecute  them 
for  it  if  not  paid.  The  inhabitants  of  that  place,  though  not 
within  the  limits  of  Eastham,  attended  this  meeting,  and 
therefore  were  required  to  assist  in  supporting  it.  This  was 
the  case  also  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  first  purchasers,  as 
far  as  the  bounds  of  Yarmouth,  and  to  the  other  extremil}'  of 
the  Cape. 

This  year,  lands  were  granted  and  divided  both  to  old  and 
new  comers,  and  the  school  was  continued. 

IGSO.  Complaint  was  made  that  the  Indians  did  great 
damage  to  the  town's  commons,  by  cutting  pine  knots  (for 
the  purpose  of  making  tar,)  and  other  limber.  Therefore  the 
town  ordered  that  no  Indian  or  Indians  shall  cut  pine  knots, 
or  wood,  or  limber,  on  the  town's  commons. 

Eastham  was  the  only  township  below  \arii]ouih  on  Cupc 
Cod,  until  1G94,  when  the  tract  of  land  granted  to  the  pur- 
chasers or  old  comers  of  Plymouth  colony,  being  inhabited 
by  a  compclent  number  of  families,  many  of  w  hom  removed 
from  ihis  town,  petitioned  the  Court  for  an  act  of  incoipora- 
tion  by  the  name  of  Harwich,  which  was  granted. 

The  settlement  of  Truro  was  also  commenced  by  emi- 
grants from  this  town. 

Before  churches  were  organized  and  meeting-houses  were 
built  in  these  places,  Mr.  Treat  performed  religious  services 


•4(1 


nnd  parochial  labors  in  both  of  them;  and  by  a  letter  which 
he  wrote  to  Dr.  Mather  of  Boston,  he  considered  the  whole 
of  the  Cn[)e  below  Yai  moulh  to  be  within  the  limits  of  East- 
ham. 

Agreeably  to  the  law,  the  selectmen  could  not  require  their 
fees  to  be  paid  until  they  declared  their  verdicts.  It  was 
ordered  thai  ihey  should  be  paid  when  the  action  was  enter- 
ed, and  their  power  was  so  extended  that  ihey  miglit  sum- 
mon witnesses  Irom  other  towns.' 

IGSl.  Tiie  lo^vn  votetl  that  the  military  company  should 
be  filled  by  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  were  able  to  hear  arms, 
and  that  every  soldier  be  furnished  with  a  sword  or  cutlass, 
us  well  as  a  gun,  and  that  a  part  of  the  company  should  carry 
their  arms  to  meclinc;  on  tlie  Lord's  day. 

A  committee  was  chosen  to  propoiiion  and  divide  the 
iDoney  among  the  freemen  of  the  town,  uhich  they  were  to 
receive — it  being  the  town's  part  of  the  money  in  payment  for 
r»]ount  Hope; — and  to  request  Mr.  Freeman,  one  of  the 
deputies  to  the  Court,  to  obtain  and  briiii;  it  with  him  when 
he  should  return  home.f 

In  IGSJ,  an  overseer  of  the  Indians  was  appointed  to  de- 
termine certain  causes  between  them,  and  lo  command  their 
constable  to  serve  legal  processes. 

One  Indian  in  every  ten  was  appointed  over^eei-  of  nine. 
There  were  two  Indian  constables  in  the  town.  'J'iic  Indians 
were  recpiired  lo  juiy  taxes,  and  tfio  whole  body  of  them 
were  called  together  once  in  each  yea:-,  to  hear  the  ciinnnal 
laws  read. 

Ill  16S4,  Lieut.  Si)arrow  and  John  Doane  were  appointed 
to  receive  the  town's  j)roj)ortion  of  the  second  payment  for 
Mount  J  lope,  ami  ilicy  were  authorized  lo  divide  the  money 
among  all  the  freemen  of  the  town.      *    ,  .    t  < 

*  ♦  Kttdiuin  rrci)r(!s. 

t  Aflcr  tlic  war  willi  llic  liidian.t,  IMcitiiit  .iiul  nilid-  ti:iri.«  of  land,  wriT  ^ 

l>y  «»nlpr  of  llii'  (Vuul,  lo  paj  llir  <'X|M'ii.vrs  of  (lie  war,  uliirli  had  l)c»Mi  r«i.-«d 
•  >y  u  tax  on  tin-  polls  and  c  j.tal»jii  of  tlic  iulialjilauls  of  ilic  several  luuiis  in  llic  cnl- 
oiiy,  Hccurdin;;  to  llinir  proitoriifins.  Tiiry  wcrr  n<i\v  lo  In-  repaici  li\  the  proi  cr«l.- 
"I  llio  x.il...  ofihese  landn,  difidi  .1  aiimii^  thmi  a.«  llicy  had  furni.xhcd  ihe  means  ol" 
carrying  on  ihc  war.    Tbe  amounl  received  at  Uiis  lime  by  iliitf  towo  is  noi  known. 
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The  census  was  taken,  and  tliei  e  was  found  to  Ijg  one  hun- 
dred and  one  volers,  or  fVcenicn,  in  ilic  town,  and  in  all,  nine 
hundred  souls. 

1G85.  Agreed  to  pay  ten  shillings  for  every  head  of  a 
wolf,  and  halt"  that  sum  for  young  ones,  which  any  Indian 
should  kill;  and  in  IGSG,  the  town  ofiered  as  a  hoimiy  twen- 
ty shillings  for  every  head  of  a  wolf  which  should  be  killed 
either  by  white  men  or  Indians,  ten  in  silver  and  ten  in  corn. 

At  this  time  these  wild  beasts  were  numerous  here,  and 
did  much  damage  in  destroying  cattle  and  sheep. 

This  town  was  required  to  send  three  grand-jurymen  to  the 
Court. 

1690.  The  war  with  the  Indians  and  French  in  Canada 
required  the  aid  of  all  the  towns  of  the  governments  of  Ply- 
mouth, jNiassachusctts  and  Connecticut,  and  this  tov/n  raised 
.£187,  195.  as  their  proportionable  part.  Jonaihan  Sparrow 
was  chosen  and  commissioned  as  captain  of  the  military  com- 
pany; Jose[)h  Snow,  lieutenant;  and  Jonaihan  Bangs,  ensign. 

The  difficulties  w  ith  the  Indians,  and  the  war  with  them  still 
continuing,  the  town  voted  by  order  of  the  Court,  lo  raise  by 
a  tax,  on  the  polls  and  estates  of  the  inhabitants,  X4G  towards 
defraying  the  expenses. 


■ 

FROM  THE  UNION  OF  THE  OLD  COLONY  WITH  MAS- 
SACIIMSETTS,  IN  IGOl,  TO  THE  SEPARATION  OF 
WELLFLEET,  IN  17G3. 


Pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  General  Court,  the  town  ex- 
])resscd  their  unanimous  opinion  that  a  new  patent  should  bo 
petitioned  for  to  their  mnjosties  the  King  and  Queen  of  Eng- 
land, and  agreed  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  money  aris- 
ing from  the  expenses  of  obtaining  it. 

This  was  an  eventful  period  of  the  old  colony  government. 
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The  people  of  the  colony  were  exireniely  desirous  to  have 
tlieir  go\  ci  nmciu  continued  as  Lhey  had  enjoyed  it  from  the 
first;  but  il' this  privilojie  could  not  be  continued  to  them  by 
llieir  majesties,  lhey  preferred  to  be  connected  with  Massa- 
chuseiis,  rather  than  with  New  York.  The  agents  appoint- 
ed by  the  colonial  j^overnment  to  aiiply  to  the  English  gov- 
ernment for  a  new  charter,  were  Sir  tlenry  Ashurst,  Rev. 
Increase  Mather  of  Boston,  and  Rev.  Ichabod  Wiswall  of 
Dnxbui-y.  In  IGOl,  the  General  Court  voted  thanks  to 
these  gentlemen  for  their  faiihful  services,  and  to  Sir  Henry 
Ashurst  fifty  guineas,  and  to  Messrs.  Mather  and  Wiswall 
twenty-five  guineas  each.  This  colony  was  included  in  the 
new  charter  of  Massachusetts,  and  ilicy  becan^e  one  gov- 
ernment. It  was  signed  October  7lh,  1G91.  Thomas 
Hinckley  of  Barnstable  was  re-elected  governor,  and  Wil- 
liam Bradford  deputy  governor,  by  the  last  Court  which 
was  holden  in  Plymouth,  in  June,  IG'Jl.  Taxes  were  again 
levied  on  the  towns  to  pay  ilie  expenses  of  the  war,  and 
Eastham  was  rerpiired  to  pay  £46,  one  half  in  money  and 
the  other  in  corn  at  two  shillings  a  bushel.  A  company  of 
sixty  men  was  ordered  to  be  raised,  and  four  was  the  portion 
of  I'^asthain.  The  selectmen  were  ordered  to  make  a  valua- 
tion ol  the  estates  m  the  town,  according  to  certain  prices. 
Josej)h  Snow  and  Thomas  Smith  v.cre  a  cornmitice  to  take 
care  of  the  town's  comnions,  to  prevent  limber  and  wood 
iVom  being  cut  and  sold  to  persons  out  of  the  place.  The 
town  mortgaged  to  John  Freeman  two  islands  at  Billingsgate, 
as  his  secuiity  for  paying  XTG,  as  their  proportion  of  the  ex- 
penses of  obtaining  the  new  charter  from  Englanil.  The 
town  ordered  a  watch  to  be  krpt,  of  so  many  persons  as  ihe 
selectmen  lliink  necessary,  each  night." 

IG'JJ.  On  the  authority  of  a  warrant  sent  to  the  town  of 
Eastham,  directed  to  the  conslabK*,  from  I  he  new  governor. 
Sir  William  riiijips.  two  rriircscntaiiv  cs  were  chosen  to  ser\  (; 
the  town  in  ihe  General  Court  to  be  heltl  in  Boston,  and 
Ca[)lain  Sparrow  and  Ensign  Bangs  were  chosen.  Sir  AVil- 
liauj  rii![>ps  arrived  at  Boston,  with  the  new  ehailer,  the 

•  r.atitluvin  records. 
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14th  of  May  this  year.  lie  issued  his  warrants  for  a  Gen- 
ercil  Assembly,  which  met  the  S;h  (jT  June. 

Ahhoiiiih  a  j)aiiy  was  forined  who  ()|)|>osed  ihis  charter, 
yet  a  tnjijority  of  the  Court  wisely  and  ihankfiihy  arc(^j)icd 
it;  and  aj)|)oinled  a  day  of  pnhhc  liianksi^i vini;  lo  (j(»d,  \\\\o 
had  granted  a  safe  arrival  to  his  excellency  the  Governor  and 
the  \lev.  Increase  iNJather,  who  had  indusirionsly  served  the 
people,  and  hrotii;hl  over  with  then)  a  seiilenient  of  govern- 
ment, in  which  their  mnji^sties  had  graciously  given  distin- 
guished marks  of  their  royal  favor  and  goodness. 

In  1693,  the  mackerel  and  other  fisheries  were  regulated 
by  law,  and  no  stranger  was  allowed  to  take  ihem  without 
leave. 

'I'he  town  voted  to  raise  £6,  5s.  for  ammunition;  also 
£13,  lis.  for  the  support  of  the  war. 

IG95.  A  commiiiee  was  now  chosen  to  build  a  steeple 
on  the  meeting-house  and  i)urchase  a  bell,  at  the  expense  of 
ihe  town.  This  was  the  first  church  bell  used  in  the  county, 
and  the  last  in  Eastham.  ^  ^ 

The  town  agreed  that  the  order  which  was  passed  in  1G75, 
for  the  destruction  of  crows  and  black-birds,  should  be  con- 
tinued, and  that,  in  addition,  every  unmairied  man  in  the 
township  should  kill  six  black-birds  or  three  ciows  while  he 
remains  single; — as  a  |)enalty  for  not  doing  it,  should  not  be 
married  till  he  obeyed  this  order. 

It  was  ordered  and  appointed  that  John  Doane,  senior, 
get  a  pair  of  stocks  and  whipping-[)ost  made  for  the  use  of 
the  town. 

It  was  agreed  that  if  John  Doane,  srnior,  and  his  heirs 
wntild  fence  from  the  bay  at  Nauset  to  the  coriKM-  of  ihe  clifF 
at  lln^  norlhein  end  of  the  vnlley  conniionly  calUMl  tiie  Far- 
ther Plumb  \'alley,  and  mainlain  the  fence  for  twcniy-f'ue 
yeais,  th;il  he  or  they  should  have  all  the  upland  cnn'mned 
within  said  f'lice  dnrinz  that  time.  Capl.  Sanniel  rreemai) 
and  Thomas  Paine  were  appointed  as  the  town's  agents  lo 
conrnin  this  agreement  wiih  Mr.  Doane. 

1G9G.     It  was  ordered  and  voted  by  the  town,  that  for 
the  time  to  come,  when  any  of  the  coiimion  lands  are  sold  or 
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given  by  the  town  to  any  person,  men  shall  be  annnally  chos- 
en to  have  a  negative  vole  in  the  disposal  of  iht  ni,  and  if 
ihey  appiove  of  ihe  same,  they  shall  lay  them  out  and  bound 
iheni. 

Tlie  Court  of  quarter  sessions  issued  iheir  warrant  to  the 
town  of  Easiliam,  requiring  the  selectmen  to  make  a  tax  of 
£19,  55.  to  defray  lin^ir  jioriion  of  (he  charges  for  building  a 
bridg*:?  near  Plymouih;  Inii.  considering  it  to  be  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  the  proviuce  for  the  justices  of  the  quniter  ses- 
sious  to  requiie  money  to  be  raised  to  defray  charges  for  this 
purpose  out  of  the  county,  refused,  and  agreed  to  hold  the 
sel('Clin(Mi  hanidess  for  not  obeying  this  order.  ' 

1700.  Difficulties  arose  respecting  the  scarcity  of  money, 
about  which  the  Knvn  held  m;uiy  meetings,  and  petitioned  the 
General  Court  to  abate  their  taxes  in  part,  which  was  grant- 
ed. 

The  town  school  was  continued.  The  town  agreed  fo  pay 
the  schoolmaster  ten  j)ence  per  week  for  every  child;  and 
thai  ihe  uorih  |i;irt  of  the  town  ini'j:ht  have  a  schocd,  if  they 
would  pay  the  teacher  to  learn  their  children  to  read  the  En- 
glish bible. 

James  Ilogers  and  Nathaniel  Freeman  ^vcre  accepted  as 
iow  ()>^iupn. 

£180  was  raispd  to  repair  and  enlaige  the  meeting-house. 
1  he  meeting-house  was  enlarged  fjfiei-n  feel,  so  as  to  make 
it  square,  and  sunicieiiily  large  to  seal  all  the  inliahitnuts. 

The  lowu  sent  a  petition  to  his  excellency  the  Governor, 
to  procure  a  protection  to  secure  them  from  sending  so  many 
of  tluir  nuMi  into  his  majesty's  S(M\ice  out  ol  the  town. 
The  town  clerk  was  deputed  to  p!('S(^nt  the  pelilion. 

1  TO.)  and  ITOt.  this  linie  [uiich  of  tin'  upland  and 

salt  meadows  remained  in  commons,  having  nev(M-  be«  u  di\  id- 
ed.  iMnny  io'.mi  meetings  were  held,  and  ccunmiitees  were 
chosen  to  make  ;i  division  of  ihr.  greater  poi  iion  of .  these 
lands  amoni;  the  |irojirjetors.  It  was  njireed  that  a  large  pro- 
portion ol  tipland  a^pfcy  grouiui  behmging  to  the  town  of 
I'a^thiim,  should  be  divided  to  the  true  proprietors,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  to  have  and  to  hold  forever;  and  that  a 
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comniillee  of  twelve  men  be  chosen  to  delcriiiiiie  ihe  riglits 
of  |)i()|)rielors,  and  lo  tiiv  ide  and  set  oli'ilie  coiniiion  lands  and 
HK^aduus  lo  lliem;  and  iIkiI  ihe  loun  oblii^e  tlieinseU  es  lo  a- 
bide  by  their  doings;  and  lhat  ilie  expense  of  the  divibiou 
shall  l)e  paid  by  each  one  of  ihe  proprieiors. 

1705.  Jn  town  nieeiini;  the  follow  in^  preamble  and  votes 
were  p:i5sed: 

'Whereas  ihere  is  much  disorder  and  inconvenience  in  the 
town  of  Easlhain,  in  not  orderly  attending  lov\n  ineeiings; 
also  by  persons  disorderly  and  lumuhuonsly  spt^aking  in  said 
ineeiings;  also  by  disorderly  departing  without  leave;  ii  is 
therefore  ordered  by  ihis  lown,  lliat  w  henever  thei e  shall  be 
a  lown  meeiing,  duly  warned,  eveiy  person  qualifjed  lo  vote 
in  said  meeting,  and  living  w  iihin  seven  miles  of  the  mceling- 
honse,  who  shall  not  ail-'nd  at  ihe  time  aj)pt)ini(Ml,  or  at  the 
lime  the  meeiing  is  called  lo  order,  shall  be  fined  six  pence 
for  every  such  default;  or  shall  depart,  wiihoui  leave  of  ilje 
moderator,  before  the  meeting  closes,  or  speaks  without  lib- 
erty, shall  be  fined  the  sam(?.'* 

It  was  further  directed,  lhat  some  person  be  appointed  to 
assist  the  moderator  in  preserving  order. 

The  above  fines  were  to  be  added  bv  the  assessors  to  the 
rates  of  such  oiTending  persons,  and  be  used  to  dehav  low  n 
charges. 

'I'liese  orders  and  by-laws  being  voted  by  tl:e  lown  of 
Easlham,  and  sent  up  to  the  Coini  of  (piarter  sessions  at 
Barnstable,  for  approbation,  as  the  law  directs,  w(M-e  allowed 
by  ihe  justices  in  session. 

Attest:  AViLLiAM  1j.\ssi:tt,  Clerk. 

The  town  appointed  three  nien,  Samuel  Knowles,  Josejih 
Doane  and  Sauiiud  Mayo,  senior,  to  settle  the  line  between 
Easilunn  and  llarwich.  They  made  iheir  report  to  the 
lown  lhat  they  had  agreed  with  the  lown  and  proprietors  of 
Harwich,  that  the  jmisdiction  of  the  town  should  forever  re- 
main ns  formcrlv,  but  all  the  land  King  heiwi-en  the  hounds 
of  said  towns  should  forever  be  iniproved  in  common  between 
the  lowns  of  Easlham  and  llarwich;  and  that,  as  a  considcr- 

♦  Easlhnm  ler.ordi. 
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alion,  tliis  town  should  pay  to  the  proprietors  of  Harwich  £2, 
10s.  nniuinlly.  This  report  was  accepted,  and  the  seltcimen 
were  (^rdcicd  lo  pay  oiii  ot  ihe  treasury  ihis  sun).* 

'J'he  old  pur(  ha-(Ms.  hy  ihclr  heirs,  h.ad  so  increased,  that 
in  ITOo  there  weie  two  litinih'tHi  and  foriy  propiietors  of  the 
to\vn-iii|);  and  to  iheni,  at  this  lime,  a  hniie  part  of  the  com- 
mon hinds  were  set  olF  and  divided,  gcneially  in  the  fohow- 
ini;  manner,  viz. 

Granied  hy  tlie  town  of  Easlharn,  at  a  town  meeting  on 
th(^  lu  en!v->i \ih  (lav  of  July,  1703.  to  I'^hlad  Atwood.  (and 
the  oihei-  propriiMois  of  Easiham,)  to  his  h(Mis,  execmors, 
adminisi laiors  and  assijins,  to  have  and  lo  hohl  iorever,  all 
the  meadow  or  hay  ground  l}  in2:  round  the  neck  of  nphmd 
contained  and  comprel)ended  wiihin  the  homidaries  hereafter 
specified,  which  was  not  comprehench-d  in  ib.e  Hrst  c,ranl  to 
the  ohi  proprietors,  &.C.,  and  after  giving  [he  courses  and 
bounch^ries,  SiC.  This  grant  was  a|"»i)roved  hy  the  major  part 
of  (he  men  appointed  to  have  a  negative  in  disposing  of  land 
of  the  town  o(  Easiham. 

The  j)rincipal  business  of  this  town  has  ever  been  agricul- 
ture and  the  fislieries,  while  some  iiave  engaged  in  foreign 
voyages.  Eor  the  lormer  pm'suit  the  sod  in  ilie  muidle  and 
soulh  parts  of  the  town  was  well  adajiled,  especially  for  corn 
and  rye.  Some  of  ilie  land  had  been  cleared  and  long  im- 
proved  by  the  naiives. 

A  law  of  iho  Colony  reipiircMl  all  h-Iiertnen  to  re[iort  to 
the  town  clei  k,  under  oaih,  ihe  (pianliiy  of  []>\\  and  oil  uhi(di 
tlie\'  ()l)Iain(Ml  hy  each  voyag(}  they  n;ade;  and  that  all  per- 
son- who  should  find  on  the  sea  slioie  an\-  uri'(  kcd  vessel, 
or  parts  of  su(di,  or  any  oiher  prep'-iiy.  lo  rcpoi  i  >;iid  prop- 
erty to  the  town,  thai  the  laulul  owners,  if  known,  might 
have  it. 

The  town  gave  ])ermission  lo  Ni(  holas  Paine  to  Imild  a 
windmill  on  a  hill  near  his  house,  which  was  near  lo  llie 
liouse  of  Deacon  I'dirnczer  raine. 

*  How  l:ii  i;<Mlii.-' iiitriM  iiliii,'   trad  of  I. mil  w  :is,  is  not   drtci  iiiiix'd  ;  Imt  it 
thnl  on  uliicli  llic  rdi  linunaat  Ucl  Indians  lived,  one  hall"  of  w  liii  li  llarvsiili  after- 
wards Buld  tu  LasUiaip. 
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1709.  The  town  was  presented  by  the  Court  for  not  liav- 
ing  a  schoolmaster,  and  Joseph  iJoane,  Esq.,  was  appointed 
to  answer  this  complaint,  lo  the  general  sessions  ol  ihe  peace 
at  Uarnsiable;  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  selectmen  take 
special  care  to  obtain  a  schoohnaster  for  tlie  town  ol"  East-  • 
ham. 

1710.  In  town  meeting  it  was  ordered,  that  there  should 
be  ten  acres  of  ordinary  land  laid  out,  and  so  propoi  lioni.bly 
as  the  lands  should  be  better  or  worse,  to  accommodate  the 
minister  at  Pochet,  when  there  should  be  occasion  lor  one 
to  settle  there,  and  the  like  quantity  at  Billingsgate;  and  that 
there  be  ten  acres  of  woodland  laid  out  and  uuiiexed  to  each 
lot;  which  lots  of  land  respeciively  are  granted  to  and  shall 
be  reserved  for  and  set  apart  lor  the  benttit  of  the  ministry, 
and  entailed  for  that  use  forever.  The  town  aj^rccd  to  raise 
Mr.  Treat's  salary  <£20,  tnaking  it  £70  in  siUci-  money. 

1711.  The  town  laid  out  for  all  the  widows  in  Ea^tham 
four  acres  of  land  to  each. 

1712.  '1  his  year  the  town  chose  Joseph  Doane,  Es(}., 
as  their  agent,  to  join  with  Jonathan  Bangs,  l'^>(p,  who  had 
been  chosen  by  the  town  of  Harwich  to  determine  and  settle 
aline  beiueen  the  said  tov\ns,  running  through  the  tjact  of 
land  which  was  reserved  for  the  Indians. 

Voted  lo  raise  ,£136  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  representa- 
tive at  (he  General  Court,  the  schoohnaster,  and  all  other 
town  and  miniblerial  cliaig'-s. 

1713.  Agreed  uitii  Mi.  Peter  Barnes  to  keep  the  town 
school. 

This  year  it  was  agreed  by  the  town  to  rf'j)air  the  meeting- 
house, and  choice  was  made  o(  Capt.  Samuel  Freeman  and 
Mr.  Samuel  Ma\  o,  to  procure  the  materials  and  (?n)ploy  work- 
nien  lor  this  purpose. 

Jose[)li  Doane,  Esq.,  Mr.  Samuel  Mayo  and  Mr.  Isaac 
Pepper,  were  appoirjled  a  comuiiltee  to  a(i(>pt  soni'^  hriior 
plan  for  settling  and  regtdaiing  the  school,  for  ihe  time  lo 
come,  and  mak{3  reim-us  to  the  loun;  upon  winch  they  re- 
ported, that  it  was  their  opinion  that  the  most  proj)er  way  lo 

*  Ea.«lliain  tccor<l.'<. 


settle  llie  school  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  town  is,  that 
the  town  be  (hviilcMl  into  two  j)[;ris,  southerly  and  northerly, 
and  tluit  the  school  be  kept  for  one  full  year  in  the  noriheiiy 
])nrl  of  the  town,  and  then  for  one  year  in  the  southerly  part, 
and  so  on  iVoni  linie  to  linie;  that  the  schoolniaster  should 
be  supported  by  the  whole  town,  and  that  each  part  of  the 
town  should  take  caie  to  settle  the  teacher  in  proper  and 
conveni(M)t  jdaces  for  the  general  bonefjt  of  the  said  pail  of 
the  loun;  and  that  the  Town  cove  should  be  the  divi(hug 
line  between  the  noiihcrn  and  southern  ends  ol  the  town; 
and  those  of  one  end  ^hall  not  send  their  childi  cn  to  the  oili- 
er. 'J'his  lepoi  t  of  the  school  coinniiitec  was  accepted  by 
the  town  of  Maslhain. 

1714.  The  Indians  living  on  the  borders  of  Easih.ain  and 
IIarv\ich  entered  a  cornpaint  to  the  General  Court,  against 
this  town,  ("or  trespassing  on  their  lands  and  rights;  wheieup- 
on,  the  selectmen  received  an  order  of  notice  Ucm  said 
Court,  that  they  be  heard  thereon,  on  the  first  Fiiday  of  ihe 
next  session  of  the  Court.  A  town  meeting  was  called,  and 
after  due  consideration  of  the  premises,  John  Paine  was  nom- 
inated and  chosen  as  their  agent  in  behalf  of  the  town  and  sc- 
lectn)en,  to  ap])ear  at  the  Court  in  ilieir  di  fence  of  this  com- 
plaint. 'J'hey  j)ai(l  their  agent  foi'  his  services  four  shilliniis 
n  day  for  all  the  time  he  spent  in  this  business,  over  and  a- 
bove  what  was  allowed  hiui  for  scivices  as  a  ri^preseniaiive, 
allowing  him  three  days  for  going  and  the  same  for  rctiu  iiini:;. 

Neheniiah  llohait  was  the  schoolmaster.  The  towna- 
greed  to  pav  him  I' 10,  over  and  above  his  salary  as  school- 
niast(T,  M'or  a-sisiiug  the  Rev.  Samuel  Treat  in  preaehiug  as 
there  may  he  nectl.' 

171').  I)y-laws  and  orders  were  j^nsseil  bv  the  town, 
\vlii(di  were  pre.>enti'd  to  the  ('ourt  of  CJeneral  Sessions  holdon 
at  l>ar/istablr,  to  prevent  cattle  and  horses  from  running  at 
largo  on  the  town's  c(MmnMl^.  These  were  aj)|)rovcd  and 
confirmed.         ^^  II.l.I  AM  1>assi:tt,  CloJc  vf  llic  Covrl. 

llvv.  Samuel  Tn  at  died  this  year,  iMarch  iSih,  ai:ed 
liavmi;  labored  in  word  and  docliinc,  with  great  faithfulness, 
forty -four  vcars. 


An  agreement  was  now  tnadn  wiili  Mr.  IIoI)nrt  to  stipjjly 
the  pulpit,  niul  p(?rr()i  iii  other  niiiiislei  ial  (iiili(>s  lor  £\  a  week 
until  a  candidate  could  be  oblainetl.  Josopb  Doane,  E:iq., 
was  clinsen  to  seek  for  a  minister,  and  liis  expenses  were 
paid.  A  ^ir.  Lord  was  ()bt;iiii(Ml,  Ijut  preat  bed  only  a  fjw 
Sabbaibs,  and  was  afterwards  settled  in  Cliaibani. 

17  lo.  Tbe  question  about  l)uil(iin;j;  a  new  iMe('iin2:-l)r)t)se 
and  its  location,  was  now  agitated.  £000  was  voted  lor  tbis 
object.  The  ohi  house  stood  near  the  old  bin yinii:-place. 
This  place  did  not  appear  to  be  the  most  central  lor  the 
whole  town,  and  it  was  proposed  to  erect  liio  new  house  in 
sonic  otlier  place. 

A  spot  a  little  south  of  Jeremiah's  gutter  was  proposed, 
but  the  vote  being  put  to  the  meeting  by  the  moderator,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

At  a  meeting  held  February  24th,  it  was  proposed  to  build 
two  meeting-houses,  one  of  them  to  be  placed  in  the  souiU 
pan  of  the  town,  and  the  othei-  in  the  north  or  middle  part; 
and  if  th(^  town  could  not  lovingly  agree  where  the  dividing 
line  should  be  between  the  two  parishes,  the  town  should  niake 
choice  of  a  committee,  out  of  the  neighboring  towns,  to  de- 
termine that  matter;  and  that  Mr.  Osborn,  to  whom  they  had 
given  a  call  to  settle  with  them  in  the  gospel  ministry,  should 
iiave  the  liberty  to  settle  in  which  end  of  the  town  he  should 
see  cause.  •  * 

It  was  voted  by  a  major  part  of  the  town,  tlint  they  arc 
willing  that  a  meeting-house  should  be  built  where  ihe  town 
}K)und  now  stands;*  but  this  was  not  done,  and  the  town 
was  divided  into  two  |)arishes. 

Joseph  Doane,  Esq.,  Capt.  Samuel  Freeman,  Mr.  John 
Knowles  and  Nathaniel  Freeman,  Esq.,  were  a  commiiiec 
to  treat  with  Mr.  Samuel  Osboi'ii,  relating  to  his  sciilcnicnt 
in  the  ministry,  and  the  agreement  touching  his  s;dary  being 
unanimously  concluded,  he  was  ordained  Sept.  lS:h,  1718. 

The  year  after  Mi'.  Osborn's  ordination,  he  riMnoved  to 
the  south  paiM  of  the  town,  and  took  charge  of  ihat  branch  cX 
the  church,  which  was  now  organized.  lie  wa<  a  native  of 
Ireland,  and  gratlnated  at  the  University  of  Dublin. 

*  Where  Mr.  Jabez  Sparrow  now  lives.  ' 


It  IS  said  tliat  he  was  a  man  of  wisdom  and  virtue.  He 
contributed  uiocl)  to  i!jo  prosperity  of  the  peoj)le,  by  intro- 
ducing new  iinprovenienis  in  agricidture,  and  by  his  example 
of  indu^iiy  and  economy,  lie  taught  them  the  use  of  peal  for 
fuid.  After  continuini^  with  them  about  twenty  years,  difti- 
ciihics  arose  beiwecMi  liim  and  a  [larl  of  his  chnixd),  on  ac- 
count ol  the  hi\i(\-  of  liis  rehL:;u)us  siMUiments,  and  lie  was 
(b^missed  bv  an  ectd('>ia>i it  al  conned  ol  ten  unnisters  and 
chuicht's  whicli  w  as  ('(jnvened  at  Kasiham,  .June  JTtb,  17o8, 
at  the  dL"-irt>  of  Jc-cpli  Doane  and  Natbiniiid  Freeman,  with 
oiliers,  in  tlie  name  of  the  major  part  of  the  south  cliuich. 
Alter  earnest  snpphcaiion  to  (Jod  for  wi.-dom  and  du  ection, 
ihey  were  led  into  the  pidjlic  meeting-house,  by  the  pastor 
of  the  church,  and  there  heard  those  doctrinal  points  on  ac- 
count of  which  the  brethren  were  aggrieved.  Alter  a  lull 
hearing  the  council  came  to  the  following  result: 

I.  It  appears  to  the  coimcil  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Osborn  hath  in  hig 
prcachinfr  to  this  poople  .-aid,  tliat  what  Christ  did  and  ?ut!Vred  dotii 
nothing  abate  or  dnDiiii.-h  oiw  oblioation  lo  obey  llie  law  of"  Cod,  and 
that  (Jhrisl's  siiHeiings  ami  obi'dieiice  were  tor  iiunself:  both  [)arls  of 
wlucli,  wc  think,  contain  danireron.s  error. 

And  wo  say,  thai  whiit  Christ  did  and  siilTercd,  doth  wholly  lake  a- 
way  our  own  o!)liL,r;ition  lo  obt^y  tlio  law  as  a  cnvtiuDtl  of  works,  so  that 
the  law  slill  under  the  gos[)el  dispijiisatioii  rounnis  ii(>t  as  u  luw  of 
justification,  ( which  sconis  to  us  to  be  iiitinialed  in  the  proposilion,) 
but  as  a  pirleel  sci 'iitural,  an  uufrrniif  rule  ol  ru  htoousncss  and  holi- 
ness. And  to  a>scrl  that  the  sntl'.Miii^rs  of  Ciuist  wore  to  render  hun 
capable  of  svnii)atln/nii,f  wiih  and  biMn^j  a  pattorn  of  patience  to  his 
sutlorinjT  saints,  ineiitioninLT  no  other  desii.ni  or  end  ihen'ol",  is  nn  un- 
gate and  (ian'jf<'rous  doetru\(\  snbvrrsive  ol'  o!ie  ifreat  and  main  end 
of  those  snn'.  rini:s,  vi/.  the  satislartion  ot"  the  justice^  of  Cod. 

II.  h  batli  been  said  and  doth  aj-pcar  to  this  council  that  the  Rev. 
.M  r.  ( )>liiirii  hath,  both  in  public  and  private,  asserted  that  th(^re  arc 
no  pri>ini-es  m  tin-  r>ibb>  but  wliat  are  coiulitioiinl,  which  wo  think, 
also,  to  be  an  error,  and  do  say  that  lln  re  are  promises  which  are  nb- 
soliile  and  wnhoiil  any  cornln ions  — siirli  a--  th"  jironnse  of  a  new 
heart,  and  that  In;  will  write  his  law  in  nur  iiearts. 

ill.  As  to  the  tliiril  article,  that  redcuipt  iiui  is  conditKuia]  and  not 
absolute^,  voted  by  this  council  that  this  charire,  in  the  sum  of  il,  issiit- 
ficirntly  proved;  but  yet  inasmuch  ns  Mr.  Osborn  has  retracted  the 
cotidiliondlih/  (ifil,  we,  therejorc,  don't  h  ave  it  as  a  char<,'0  upon  him. 

IV.    Il  hath  been  uHej^'ed,  and  doth  ajipear  to  us,  that  Mr.  Osborn 


hath  declared,  that  obedunce  is  a  considerable  cause  of  a  person's  jus- 
tification, which  we  think  contains  very  dangerous  error,  and  upon 
which  we  say,  tliat  our  best  works,  which  are  our  obedience,  liave 
need  to  be  justified,  neither  are  they  good  till  they  be  justified,  and 
therefore  cannot  justify  us  till  we  have  tlie  holy  law  of  Gud. 

VI.  It  hath  been  alleged  that  Mr  0.sl)urn  did  assert  that  the  Rev. 
Peter  Clark's  book  on  Jeremiah,  31st  chap.  Ibth  verse,  from  which 
text  the  doctrine  was  that  the  efficacious  grace  of  God  is  necessary 
to  conversion,  v/as  wrong  and  erroneous,  we  find  that  now  Mr.  Osborn 
declares  that  the  influence  of  God's  spirit  is  necessary  to  conversion, 
by  which,  he  says,  he  understands  the  same  with  eflicacious  grace  of 
God  mentioned  in  the  above  book. 

VII.  We  say  it  appears  to  us  by  sufficient  evidence,  that  Mr.  Os- 
born hath,  from  time  to  time,  frequently  used  strange,  obscene,  errone- 
ous and  unguarded  expressions,  too  numerous  to  be  mentioned  here, 
concerning  God  and  his  moral  perfections,  as  also  concerning  Elec- 
tion, Redemption,  and  other  great  tenets  of  our  in  ly  faith,  which  ex- 
pressions we  judge  to  be  contrary  to  that  plainness,  simplicity  and 
soundness  of  speech  which  a  gospel  nnnister  ought  to  use;  and,  upon 
the  whole,  it  is  our  judgment  and  advice,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Osborn 
cease  and  forbear  the  exercise  of  his  ministry,  and  be  suspended  there- 
from until  the  twenty-fitlh  of  October  next,  to  which  this  council  shall 
be  adjourned. 

Whether  this  council  met  at  the  time  to  which  they  ad- 
journed, for  the  further  consideration  of  this  mailer,  is  not 
known.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  Mr.  Osborn  was  nev- 
er afterwards  reinstated  in  the  ministry.  Whatever  good 
qualities  he  possessed,  they  did  nol  avail  him  with  his  people 
to  continue  him  as  their  minister,  nor  with  his  brethren  in 
the  ministry.  He  had  embraced  the  faith  of  Arminius,  while 
they  retained  the  faith  of  Calvin,  and  in  con<e(]nence  thought 
proper  to  dismiss  him.  From  Eastham  he  lemoved  to  Bos- 
ton, where  he  opened  a  privaie  gi-ammar  school,  which  he 
continued  a  number  of  years,  and  died  between  ninety  and  a 
hundred  years  old. 

Richard  Knowles  was  allowed  XJ,  Ids',  for  brin'j;lni;  Mr. 
Osborn 's  family  and  goods  from  Plymouth,  where  he  h;id  re- 
sided alter  he  came  over  from  Irelnud. 

The  town  agreed  to  send  for  three  judicious  men  from  tho 

neighboring  towns  to  determine  where  the  division  line  should 

be  between  the  parishes,  and  that  their  ilecision  should  be 

binding  on  all  the  iidiabitanls. 
^9 


Mr.  Joseph  Lnthrop  and  Mr.  John  Baker  of  Barnstable, 
and  Mr.  Elisha  Hall  ofYarmnulh,  were  chosen. 

The  town  voted  to  raise  by  a  lax  on  the  polls  and  estates 
of  the  inhabiianls  of  the  middle  and  soDth  j^arts  of  the  town, 
j£600  to  build  two  new  meetini^-luMiscs.  f 

Town  n)eeilngs  were  held  in  reference  to  the  division  of 
the  parishes,  and  to  take  measures  for  the  erection  of  these 
houses,  and  also  dwelling-houses  for  the  ininisiers  in  each  part; 
which  was  acquiesced  in  b}'  the  whole  town  except  Bil- 
l,nj;<i:a(e. 

The  middle  part  took  nieasures  to  obtain  a  candidate  for 
selileineiK  with  them;  and  Mr.  Isaac  Pepper  was  appointed 
to  seek  for  some  suitable  person,  who  should  be  orthodox 
and  of  good  conversation.  Mr.  Henjnmin  \V'ebb  of  Brain- 
tree,  was  obtained,  and  after  preaching  to  them  a  number  of 
Sabbaths,  received  a  unanimous  call  to  settle  with  them  in 
the  ministry,  to  which  he  gave  his  answer  in  the  aftlrtnalive, 
anfl  was  ordained  1720. 

The  town  voted  to  give  Mr.  Webb  the  saiDe  salary  that 
was  paid  to  Mr.  Osborn,  wliich  was  £90,  for  his  su[)port  and 
encourasement  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  with  all  the  min- 
isleiial  Innds  and  mea(iows  in  the  ujiddie  part  of  the  town  and 
lying  south  of  Blackfish  creek.  Also  a  house,  which  bhculd 
be  his  own  property  and  estate.  This  was  situated  near  the 
meetinLc-house,  agreeable  to  his  choice. 

Mr.  \VcI)!i  wiis  Ixiiii  in  Hraiiitree,  in  109"),  and  graduated 
at  Harvard  Colh^gc,  in  171.").  Tlmt  ho  was  a  j)i()us,  learned, 
laborious  and  falihlnl  mini^tiM-  of  the  g(^s|)(d,  and  that  he  was 
holy  and  unblamfaulo  in  all  the  ways  of  lile,  is  the  universal 
voice  of  tradition. 

Mr.  Crocker,  who  wns  tlio  pnsior  of  the  south  clnirch  in 
3%asiham,  a  mnii  nl  piciv  and  \  iriii(\  and  a  i^ood  jud'j^e  of 
moral  and  relr^ious  worth,  it  is  ^aid,  pronounced  him  to  be 
lh(>  best  man  and  the  bc^t  mini^iiM-  he  ever  knew. 

As  he  spi'ut  his  da\s  in  tlu;  nniform  and  I'aiilifid  disrhnr^:^ 
of  his  minisiL'rial  duties,  he  made  no  iireat  noi>(3  in  ihc.  woiKI 
abroad. 

It  wa=;  said  by  a  writer  of  that  dav,  that  his  mind  was  as  se- 
rene a the  sIvy  in  a  mild  evening  of  June,  when  the  full  moon 


shines  without  a  cloud.  Name  any  virtue,  and  thalvnuje  he 
practised;  name  any  vice,  and  that  vice  he  sljunned.  lJut, 
if  any  pecuhar  qualiiies  markcjd  his  character,  ihey  were  his 
humihiy,  his  i^entleness  and  liis  kne  of  God.  He  was  not  a 
Boanerges,  hut  a  son  of  consohiiion.  IJis  visits  among  liis 
people  were  as  beneficial  as  his  seinions  from  the  pulpit. 
He  had  the  happy  talent  ofgiving  his  conversation  a  religious 
turn,  and  enforcing  the  precepts  wiiich  he  hnu  taught  public- 
ly on  the  Sabbath.* 

The  most  ren)arkable  event  which  took  place  during  Mr. 
Webb's  ministry  in  Eastham,  in  which  he  look  part,  v\as  the 
declaration  of  the  njinislers  in  Barnstable  counl\',  against 
itinerant  preaching.  This  was  aimed  ])articularly  against  ihe 
Rev.  George  W  liKfield,  and  was  printed  in  IJoston,  in  1745. 
They  slate  that  'itinerant  preacliing  lends  lo  dc^iroN'  the  ubc- 
fulness  of  ministers  among  their  j)e()j)le,  in  places  wheie  the 
gospel  is  settled  and  faithfully  pieached  in  its  j)urii\  ;  and 
that  it  piomoies  sirile  and  contention,  a  ceiisoiioub  and  un- 
charitable spirit,  and  those  munerous  schisms  and  ^^eparaiicjus, 
which  have  already  destroyed  tiie  peace  and  unity,  and  ai  the 
same  time  threaten  the  subversion  of  many  churches.' 

To  this  declarati(;n  i\Jr.  Webb  subscribed  his  nan)e,  with 
nine  otlier  ministers  of  the  county. 

He  died  August  2lst,  174G,  aged  51,  having  labored  in 
the  work  of  the  ministry  here  twenty-six  years,  and  with 
good  success.  He  was  greatly  beloved  and  resj)ected  by 
his  people,  and  his  death  was  deeply  and  sincerely  lamented. 
The  number  added  to  the  church  cannot  be  ascertained. 

The  town  was  fined  by  the  Court  £2U  for  not  having  a 
school,  and  it  was  voted  tliat  the  selectmen  humbly  [)etiiion 
his  majesty 's  justices  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  to 
be  holden  in  Barnstable,  to  remit  or  abate  this  fine,  or  order 
the  disposition  of  it  to  (he  benefii  of  the  school  in  Kasiliam, 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Knowles  was  chosen  lo  present  the  petition 
and  offer  the  reasons  which  existed  in  the  case. 

1719.  A  buryiiig-place  was  laid  out  at  the  west  end  of  the 
south  meeting-house. 

^  Mn?5.  Hip.  Col.  Tol.  viii. 

f 
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The  people  living  at  Potanumaquiet  were  setoff  from  the 
town  of  Harwich  and  annexed  to  ihis  town;  and  ihey  were 
required  to  pay  their  rei^ular  proportion  of  the  rates  of  the 
town. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  hamlet  of  Billingsgate,  by  their  a- 
gents,  John  Doane,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Brown,  sent  a 
petition  to  ihe  town,  to  be  set  oil"  from  Eastham.  to  become 
a  separatt  township,  from  the  bounds  of  Truro  to  the  Indian 
brook,  from  thence  easterly  to  the  sea.  The  town  refused 
to  grant  their  petition. 

Ti]e  old  meeting-house  was  occupied  by  the  noi  th  or  mid- 
dle parish  till  1720,  when  they  built  a  new  house  near  the 
house  of  the  present  Deacon  Doane.  A  bury ing-place  was 
laid  out  adjoining  to  it,  and  a  house  was  built  for  the  use  of 
the  minister. 

A  public  county  road  was  laid  out  through  the  town,  from 
the  bounds  of  Harwich  to  Truro,  to  be  forty  feet  wide. 

At  a  town  meeting  a  resolution  was  offered,  to  take  in  the 
Billingsgate  parish,  so  as  to  make  three  precincts  in  the  town, 
and  maintain  the  ministers  equally  by  tlie  whole  town.  It 
parsed  in  the  negative. 

1721.  The  (.ieneral  Court  passed  an  act  to  issue  £50,- 
000  in  bills  of  credit,  and  loan  it  in  just  proportions  to  the 
several  towns  in  the  province,  according  to  their  taxes.  This 
was  done  in  consecjuence  ot  the  great  scai  city  of  money  mak- 
ing it  difficult  for  the  towns  to  support  the  government. 

Many  meetings  were  held  to  devise  the  ways  and  meatis 
of  receiving  and  keeping  the  town's  proportion  of  this  monny. 
Mr.  Isaac  Pepper,  one  of  (lie  representatives  of  the  town, 
was  appointed  lo  receive  and  rcceij)t  for  it  to  the  province 
treasury;  and  Joseph  Doaiu^  Iv^cj.,  Capt.  Samuel  Freeman 
and  Nalhaniel  Freeman  were  made  ilie  trustees  of  this  mon- 
ey, to  take  care  of  and  dispose  of  it  in  such  manner  as  they 
should  receive  insirnctions  from  the  town,  pursuant  lo  the  act 
of  the  Court.  The  truslees  were  allowed  by  the  town  six- 
j)ence  on  every  pound  of  all  the  money  they  should  let  out 
agreeably  to  their  instructions,  and  the  same  for  all  they 
should  receive  in  after  it  had  been  let  out.    This  committee 


were  instructed  to  let  the  money  out  for  five  per  cent.  Near- 
ly, and  no  more.  They  were  required  to  take  good  secuiiiy 
in  real  or  personal  estate.  Mr.  Pepper  was  allowed  fifiy 
shillings  for  his  trouble  and  care  in  bringing  the  money  from 
Boston.     The  proportion  of  this  town  was  <f46S,  JOs. 

1722.  The  town  was  served  with  llie  copy  of  a  petition  to 
the  General  Court,  by  John  Doane,  Esq.,  praying  that  Bil- 
lingsgate (now  Wellfleet)  might  be  set  off  for  a  separate  pre- 
cinct as  far  as  Indian  brook.  John  Paine  was  appointed  as 
their  agent  to  appear  for  them  at  the  General  Court,  to  show 
cause  why  this  petition  should  not  be  granted. 

1723.  The  General  Court  sent  a  committee,  chosen  out 
of  that  body,  to  visit  Eastham,  in  regard  to  the  above  peti- 
tion; and  a  committee  was  raised  to  wait  upon  the  [iien)ber3 
of  the  Court,  and  lay  before  them  the  circumstances  in  the 
case.  The  committee  of  the  Court  reported  to  that  body  in 
favor  of  setting  off  Billingsgate  as  a  separate  precinct,  and  it 
was  accordingly  done. 

1727.  The  General  Court  passed  another  act,  to  issue 
£60,000  in  bills  of  credit.  There  was  much  dlherence  of 
opinion  among  the  members  of  the  Court,  and  in  the  towns 
generally,  respecting  this  measure,  as  the  former  bills  of 
credit  were  greatly  depreciated,  the  province  having  no  funds 
to  redeem  them.  Tliis  town  voted  not  to  receive  their  pro- 
portion of  It;  but  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  they  reconsidered 
this  vote,  and  chose  a  committee,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  Esq., 
Mr.  Edward  Knovvles  and  Mr.  John  Paine,  to  receive  tl)c 
town's  proportion,  and  let  it  out  according  as  the  law  j)rovid- 
ed,  and  they  were  sworn  to  be  faithful  to  this  trust. 


Joseph  Doanc  took  Cr)0,  ()(K?. 

Capt.  John  Knowlcs,   100,  00 

Israel  Cole,    100,  00 

Nathaniel  iMayo,   40,  00 

Benjamin  Iliggins,   50,  00 

David  Doane,   100,  00 

Samuel  Smith,    100,00 

Thomas  Mayo,   J7,  ir> 


These  men  were  required  lo  give  to  ibe  town  such  secu- 
rity as  should  hold  them  harmless  from  all  loss  and  damages; 
and  to  pay  lour  per  cent,  annually  to  the  province  treasury, 
and  the  princi|)cil  as  the  law  provided;  and  the  charges  of 
bringing  the  money  from  Boston,  together  with  the  fees  of 
the  trustees  for  letting  and  receiving  the  same. 

'Bills  of  credit  had  been  issued  for  a  number  of  years  and 
at  different  times  as  a  substitute  for  money,  in  consequence 
of  Sir  Willintn  Phipps'  disastrous  expedition  against  Canada, 
in  1G90,  which  involved  the  piovince  in  great  exj)ense. 

'These  had  been  punctually  redeemed  until  1704,  when 
the  General  Court  were  induced  lo  defer  the  redem|)li()n  of 
them  for  two  years,  and  afterwards  for  longer  periods.  Be- 
sides these  bills  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  government, 
there  were  others  issued  by  way  of  loans  to  the  towns.' 

In  1721,  £50,000  were  issued  and  loaned  to  the  towns. 
And  in  1727,  .£60,000.  The  condition  of  tliis  loan  was, 
thai  it  should  be  repaid  to  the  province  treasury  in  five  equal 
payments  in  five  years,  of  £12,000  each  year. 

But  these  various  issues,  under  the  dilicreni  denominations 

old  lcnoi\  middle  lenor  new  tcno)\  'slid  down  the  same 
lapse  of  depreciation. '  At  first  ihey  were  worth  nearlv  tiic 
whole  sum  which  they  represented. 

In  J70'2,  an  ounce  of  silver  was  equal  to  C)s.  ]{)d.  in  bills  of  credit. 
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was  made  lor  drawniL:  inio  the  licasuiy  all  ihe  outstanding 
bills  of  credit,  and  a^-certniiiiiiL:  in  luiure  the  rales  of  ccnucmI 
silver.  It  recpured  lli.n  iIk^  hills  should  h(^  paid  at  the  tieas- 
niy  in  silver,  at  tlic^  rate  ol  forty-live  >hillings  in  bdls  of  the 
old  form  and  tenor,  and  eleven  shillinc:s  and  three  pence  in 


bills  either  of  the  luiddle  or  new  fonii  and  tenor,  for  one 
piece  of  eight,  which  was  one  Spanish  dollar. 

The  funds  to  redeem  the  bills  were  the  money  voted  by 
parliament,  to  reimburse  the  expenses  of  the  province  in- 
curred in  taking  and  securing  Cape  Breton,  and  a  province 
tax  of  £75,000.  In  1749,  the  former  money  arrived  in  Bos- 
ton, and  was  conveyed  to  the  treasuiy.  The  sum  was  Xl^o,- 
694,  2s.  7hd.  It  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
chests,  containing  ^^3000  each,  and  one  hundred  casks  of 
copj)er.  There  were  seventeen  cart  and  truck  loads  of  sil- 
ver, and  ten  truck  loads  of  copper.  This  act  was  designed 
to  put  an  end  to  paper  money,  and  establish  a  silver  curien- 
cy  for  the  future.  It  provided  that  after  the  31st  of  March, 
1750,  all  debts  should  be  paid  in  coined  silver.  Tliis  is 
said  to  have  been  the  origin  of  lawful  money. 

By  this  act  the  most  important  interests  of  the  public  were 
promoted,  and  the  principles  of  justice  were  settled  on  a 
firm  basis  by  the  establishment  of  a  sound  and  stable  curren- 
cy, yet  it  found  many  opposcrs,  who  even  atiempied  to  re- 
sist it  by  force. 

This  was  followed  by  the  establishment  of  a  Land  Bank, 
witli  the  professed  design  of  providing  a  remedy  for  the  great 
inconveniences,  that  were  expected  to  arise,  from  withdraw- 
ing from  circulation  all  the  various  en)issioiis  of  paj)er  mon- 
ev,  without  substituting  any  other  medium  of  trade  than  gold 
and  silver.  A  company  was  formed  for  the  pui  pose  of  issu- 
ing notes  or  bills  of  credit,  on  land  security,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  £150,000.  The  extent  of  the  issue,  howev- 
er, in  sums  from  twenty  shillings  down  to  three  pence,  was 
about  £49,000. 

The  subscribers  for  stock  weie  to  receive  the  sums  sub- 
scribtMl  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank,  and  for  security,  mortgage 
to  llie  directors  real  estate  to  their  satisfaction,  with  ihe  con- 
dition to  pay  annually  for  twenty  years,  five  vciw.  ol  the 
principal  lent,  and  tiirec  p(.'r  cent,  interc^st,  either  in  such 
notes,  or  any  of  the  following  articles;  hemp,  lla\,  cordage, 
bar  iron,  cast  iron,  linen,  sheep's  wool,  copper,  tanned  leath- 
er, flaxseed,  beeswax,  sail  cloth,  nails,  tallow  or  cord  wood. 


These  articles  were  to  be  delivered  to  the  directors  or  their 
agents,  to  be  cinployed  in  trade.  This  company  was  com- 
posed of  eii;ht  hundred  and  sixiy-tliree  persons.  About  four 
hunilred  belonged  to  Boston,  and  the  others  to  the  different 
towns  in  the  province.  There  were  tliree  in  Easlhani,  viz. 
Mr.  Samuel  Knowles,  Mr.  "William  Paine  and  Deacon  John 
Freeman. 

This  scheme  was  obnoxious  to  Gov.  Lclcher  and  many 
other  indiiential  iDcn,  who  made  great  exertions  to  put  it 
down,  and  successfully  effected  it.  The  company  was  dis- 
solved by  an  act  of  parliament,  and  in  IT  lo,  the  General 
Court  took  the  settlement  of  their  afinii-s  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  directors,  and  vested  it  in  a  board  of  commissioners. 

After  the  lapse  of  about  thirty  years,  by  means  of  assess- 
ments on  the  partners,  and  a  lottery,  the  concerns  of  tlie 
bank  were  brought  to  a  close. 

This  bank  was  the  occasion  of  much  confusion,  and  brought 
ruin  on  many  individuals  and  families.* 

1729.  The  Court  was  removed  from  Boston  to  Salem, 
by  Governor  Burnet,  in  consequence  of  a  difterence  between 
ihem  res[)ecling  his  salary,  and  the  ri^ht  of  nomination. 
Tlic  inhahiiaiils  of  Boston  support(Ml  the  views  of  the  Court, 
and  the  object  of  the  goviMiior  in  the  removal  \vas  that  they 
might  be  out  of  the  reach  ol"  this  inlluonre. 

17. )4.  Agents  were  apjxiinted  by  the  town  to  meet  the 
agents  of  Harwich^  Chatham,  Truro  and  Provincciown,  at 
Capt.  Samuel  Knowles'  house  in  Kaslliam,  on  NWuinesdav, 
the  2Utl)  ol  N()V(>ml)iM-.  to  prepare  a  petition  or  memoiial  to 
the  gov(M'iior,  council,  and  lepre-cMitativc--.  in  Geneial  Court 
assembled,  pra)  ing  them  to  set  oli'  those  towns  into  a  new 
county,  disiinci  and  sepaiate  from  the  countv  of  I)arnstal)le, 
lor  such  icasons  as  may  hi'  :j,ivt'n;  imd  ihe\'  appointed  Mi'. 
A\'illiam  B;iino,  John  Kn(n\les  and  John  Bid)  as  at;cnts  to 
present  ihrw  piMilion  or  memoi-ial  to  th(^  Court.  'I'his  peti- 
tion not  heini:  granted,  iliey  ji^ain  pr(>^ent<'(l  their  prayer  to 
the  Coiu't,  that  they  vvotild  order  that  two  of  tlu^  sessions  of 

*  IIij|);ui'.s  llisloiyof  Al)ii)gloi). 


65 


the  peace  of  the  inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Gen- 
eral Sessions  for  the  county  of  Barnstable,  be  annually  held 
in  the  town  of  Easlham. 

The  reasons  offered  to  the  Court,  why  their  prayer  should 
be  heard  and  granted,  were,  their  great  distance  from  Larn- 
stable,  the  shire  town  of  the  county;  the  loss  of  time  to  the 
jurors  and  all  others  who  were  obliged  to  attend  the  Courts, 
and  the  great  expense  attending  it.*    This  was  not  granted. 

1738.  Mr.  Osborn  was  dismissed  by  the  church  and  so- 
ciety in  the  south  part  of  the  town.  After  the  dismission  of 
Mr.  Osborn,  Mr.  Roland  Thatcher  was  employed  a  number 
of  Sabbaths  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  south  parish.  Joseph 
Doane  and  Timothy  Cole  were  appointed  to  procure  a  suita- 
ble person  to  supply  the  pulpit. 

This  year  jurymen  were  chosen  for  Barnstable  and  Dukes 
county,  Martha's  Vineyard  having  been  annexed  to  this 
county. 

1739.  Mr.  Joseph  Crocker  was  unanimously  called  by 
the  church  and  parish  to  settle  with  and  over  them  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry.  Mr.  Crocker  gave  his  answer  in  the 
affirmative,  in  the  following  words: 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  South  Precinct  in  Easlham,  Greeting: 

Whereas  you  did,  on  tiie  sixtcentli  day  of  April  last,  give  me  a  call 
to  the  honorable  work  of  the  gospel  ministry  among  yon  ;  and  did  then 
signify  the  same  to  me  by  a  committee,  Joseph  Doane,  Esq.,  Deacon 
Jonathan  Iliggins,  and  others  ;  these  may  signify  to  you  that  I  do  ac- 
cept of  your  call  to  that  work  on  the  terms  and  conditions  following: 

I  accept  of  the  salary  and  settlement,  as  by  your  vote  for  my  settle- 
ment, a  suitable  dwelling-house  built,  and  a  parcel  of  land  procured 
to  set  it  upon,  in  some  suitable  place;  such  a  parcel  of  land  and  such 
a  dwelling-house  as  was  built  and  procured  for  a  settlement  for  Air. 
Osborn  and  Mr.  Webb;  and  to  be  given  to  me  and  my  heirs  and  .-is- 
signs  forever,  except  Providence  should  open  a  door  for  my  own  con- 
venient settling  of  myself;  and  then  I  expect  you  will  be  willing  to  let 
me  have  the  value  of  wiiat  you  have  voted  for  tiiis,  in  money  t  And 
lastly,  that  while  I  remain  your  miruster,  besides  the  improvement  of 
all  tiie  ministerial  lands  and  meadows,  or  sedge  ground,  laid  out  for  the 

*  E;i8lliam  records. 

t  Mr.  Crocker  was  then  cxpeclin^  to  marry  a  lady  of  die  phce  who  owned  « 
house,  which  lie  diil,  and  he  received  the  value  in  money. 
10 
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use  of  the  minisiry  in  the  southerly  part  of  your  precinct,  I  expect  that 
you  will  yearly  and  every  year,  find,  cut,  and  cart  to  my  door,  a  sufti- 
cient  quantity  of  wood  for  my  own  and  for  my  family's  yearly  use  ;  al- 
so, pay  me  annually  the  same  salary  that  is  paid  to  to  the  Rev.  Ben- 
jamin Webb,  viz.  £90.  JOSEPH  CROCKER. 
E AST HA^i,  August  Uth,  1739. 

Mr.  Osborn  refusing  to  give  up  the  ministerial  lands  and 
meadows  to  Mr.  Crocker,  money  was  paid  out  of  the  treasu- 
ry to  him  to  enable  him  in  the  law  to  eject  Mr.  Osborn  from 
the  possession  of  these  lands  and  meadows;  and  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Paine  was  appointed  to  assist  him  in  this  business. 

Mr.  Crocker  was  ordained  over  this  church  and  society- 
September  12ih,  1739.  He  was  born  in  Barnstable,  and 
graduated  at  Harvard  college,  in  1734.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  had  three  children. 

Josiah,  who  was  graduated  at  Harvard  college,  had  a  call 
to  settle  in  Yarmouth,  but  died  before  the  time  appointed  for 
his  ordination,  aged  twenty-five  years;  Lucia  married  the 
Rev.  Simeon  Williams  of  Weymouth;  Ann  married  the  Rev. 
Williaui  Shaw  of  Marshfield. 

Mr.  Crocker  was  a  strict  Calvinist,  a  man  of  prudence, 
faithful  as  a  minister,  but  destitute  of  popular  talents  as  a 
speaker;  a  hard  student  in  theology,  but  without  much  infor- 
mation on  other  suhjocls;  mild  in  his  temper,  and  alleciionate 
in  his  manners,  and  greatly  beloved  by  his  people. 

Previous  to  this  lime,  all  monies  for  the  support  of  (he  gos- 
pel in  both  of  the  luccting-houses  had  been  rni-ed  and  jiaid  as 
their  expenses  required.  It  ^vns  now  uunnimously  agreed 
that  they  should  continue  for  the  present  to  raise  the  money 
together,  but  that  the  treasurer  should  keep  an  exact  account 
of  the  sums  which  ?-h()nltl  be  diawn  lor  the  use  of  each  pre- 
cinct, so  ihut,  if  ever  ihcy  should  be  separate  parishes,  the 
one  which  had  received  the  most  should  refund  it  to  the 
other. 

Several  petitions  were  sent  to  the  General  Court,  com- 
plaining of  grii>vaiir(\';,  and  praying  for  fivors. 

Samuel  Fre(Mnnn  and  l^alph  Siuilh  wcvc  a  committee  to 
lictilion  the  Couit  for  an  abatement  of  the  town  pio\iiicial 
lax. 
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Another  peiitio[i  t)rn)'ed  the  Court  to  jjass  an  act  to  pre- 
serve Billingsgate  beach  and  other  common  meadows  iVoin 
destruction,  and  John  Knowles  was  chosen  as  the  agent. 

1746.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  a  j^eiition  to 
lay  before  his  excellency  tlie  governor,  for  the  protection  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Eastliam  from  impressment  in  the  service. 
A  war  commenced  in  1744,  with  the  French,  and  contin- 
ued nineteen  years.  Tlic  Indians,  urged  on  by  French  inllu- 
ence,  again  assaulted  the  towns  of  New  England.  To  en- 
courage them  in  the  work  of  blood  and  ruin,  they  were  offered 
a  reward  for  every  scalp  they  should  obtain.  Such  a  war  and 
of  so  long  continuance  was  a  calamity  indeed.  This  town  was 
often  called  upon  for  men  and  money  by  the  government,  and 
as  but  few  men  were  willing  to  enlist,  impressments  were  fre- 
quently made.  The  men  who  were  taken  by  the  Indians, 
and  whose  lives  were  spared,  were  sold  to  the  Frei.ch,  ^vhich 
was  the  fate  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town. 

This  year,  August  21st,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  AVebb  died, 
aged  fifty-one  years,  having  labored  in  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry twenty-six  years.  His  death  was  deeply  lamented  by 
his  people. 

'Whereas,'  say  his  people,  'God  in  his  sovereign  provi- 
dence hath  taken  away  by  death  the  Rev.  Mr.  AVebb,  our 
beloved  pastor  of  the  north  or  middle  church  of  this  town, 
we  look  on  ourselves  obliged  to  take  suitable  care  to  supply 
that  vacancy  as  soon  as  may  be;' — it  was  therefore  voted  to 
make  choice  of  some  suitable  person  to  obtain  a  minister  to 
preach  the  word  of  God  to  them  on  probation,  in  order  to  his 
settlement  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  among  them.  l)ea. 
Samuel  Freeman  was  chosen  for  this  purpose. 

It  was  then  agreed  to  give  the  bereaved  Mrs.  AVcbb, 
old  tenor,  for  her  sn|)port  one  year,  and  her  fire- wood,  provi- 
ded she  would  board  the  minister,  who  should  preach  to  ilicm, 
for  reasonal)le  pay. 

Mr.  Josiah  Tory  was  invited  to  preach  as  a  candidate  for 
settlement,  to  whom  the  church  and  society  gave  a  call,  but 
he  returned  an  answer  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Ezra  Carpenter  was  invited,  and  after  preaching  a 


number  of  Sabbaths,  the  church  and  society  gave  him  a  call; 
but  as  he  thought  the  salary  which  they  otiered  him  was  not 
sufficient  for  iiis  support,  and  making  some  propositions  to 
them  to  increase  it,  wliich  they  did  not  comply  with,  he  gave 
his  answer  in  the  negative. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Cheever  was  then  invited  to  visit  them 
as  a  candidate,  to  wliom  they  gave  a  call  to  settle  with  them 
in  the  ministry,  whicii  he  accepted,  and  was  installed  over 
them  in  1751.  Mr.  Cheever  concluded  his  answer  as  fol- 
lows: 

'I  have  now  come  to  the  conclusiion  to  fiive  my  answer  to  your  call 
to  settle  with  you,  in  the  aflirmative,  and  do  accept  of  t!jc  settlement 
and  salary  which  you  have  provided  forme,  and  ask  your  prayers  ihut 
I  may  obtain  mercy  of  the  Lord,  to  be  faithful  and  successlul  in  tlie 
■work  to  which  I  am  called,  and  witiiing  liiat  every  thing  wliich  re- 
spects my  settlement  in  this  place,  may  be  conducted  by  the  intinite 
and  wise  Counsellor,  who  liath  done  all  things  well,  and  that  grace 
and  peace  may  be  multiplied  to  you  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Ciirist. 

*In  the  fellowship  of  the  gospel,  I  subscribe  myself  yours, 

'EDWARD  CHEEVER.' 

Mr.  Cheever  was  born  in  Ipswich,  170G;  graduated  at 
Harvard  college,  1737;  was  ordained  over  the  Congrega- 
tional church  in  that  town,  nnd  marrieil  Miss  V\'iggle5Worth. 
His  second  wife  was  Miss  Dorcas  Doane  of  this  town.  He 
had  several  sons,  of  whom  one  was  a  physician,  but  some- 
times ofiiciated  as  a  preacher.  Mr.  Cheever  possessed  con- 
siderable talent  and  learning,  was  a  very  plain  preacher,  and 
his  labors  were  blessed.  He  served  the  church  and  society  s 
in  this  town  nearly  forty  years,  and  died  August  17,  1791, 
in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age.  As  no  records  of  the 
church  are  lound  which  were  kept  by  him,  it  cannot  be  stated 
what  number  were  added  during  his  ministrv. 

1749.  It  was  agreed  to  divide  tin,-  lown  into  three  C(]ual 
parts,  for  the  better  accommodation  ofilie  school,  am!  to  set- 
tle a  schoolmaster  in  each  jiart.  The  norihern  tlivision  con- 
sisted of  one  hundred  and  three  families,  the  middle  and  the 
soutliern  of  the  same  number,  makini:;  three  hundred  and 
nine  families,  the  population  of  the  whole  town  being  about 
two  thousand.    Iq  each  of  these  divisions  a  committee  was 
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appointed  to  settle  and  have  the  superviiion  of  the  bchool 
therein. 

Wrecks  and  parts  of  wrecks  of  vessels  and  other  property 
were  often  cast  ashore  on  the  back  side  of  tlie  town,  and 
picked  up  by  the  inhabitants,  who  znvc  oath  to  il  before  the 
town  clerk;  and  the  })roperty  was  taken  care  of,  as  the  law 
directed,  for  whom  it  might  concern.  The  law  required  that 
this  should  be  done  in  all  cases,  yet  it  cannot  be'denied  that 
it  was  frequently  evaded,  and  the  property/ound  appropriat- 
ed to  private  use,  which  has  often  been  the  case  since. 

1751.  Samuel  Knowles,  Esq.,  died  at  this  period.  Mr. 
Knowles  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the  town. 
He  served  his  townsmen  in  various  and  important  ollices,  to 
which  they  often  elected  him.  He  was  chosen  a  represent- 
ative to  the  General  Court  fifteen  times.  He  held  the  of- 
fices of  town-clerk,  selectman,  juryman,  assessor  and  mod- 
erator of  town  meetings,  repeatedly.  He  was  often  appoint- 
ed on  important  committees,  to  set  ofT  lands,  fix  the  bounda- 
ries between  Easlham  and  other  towns,  and  between  the 
lands  of  individuals.  He  was  long  a  worthy  member  of  the 
church,  and  died  much  lamented. 

1752.  New  roads  and  highways  were  laid  out  in  diller- 
ent  parts  of  the  town,  and  money  was  raised  to  defray  the 
public  charges.  The  bounds  and  marks  were  renewed  be- 
tween Eastham  and  Harwich. 

1753.  Deacon  Samuel  Freeman  died.  The  character 
and  life  of  Deacon  Freeman  is  worth  preserving,  and  is  wor- 
thy of  the  imitation  of  his  descendants  of  all  succeeding  gen- 
erations. He  was  elected  to  the  highest  and  most  imporiaiu 
oflices  within  the  power  of  his  townsmen  to  bestow;  and 
his  moral  and  religious  character  is  apparent  from  the  confi- 
dence the  church  had  in  him,  in  giving  to  him  the  ofiice  of 
deacon,  in  which  he  served  his  Divine  Master  for  a  long 
course  of  years.  He  possessed  great  influence,  and  used  it 
to  promote  the  prosperity  and  hajipiness  of  the  to\Mi,  the 
province  and  the  church.  He  died  in  a  good  old  age,  and 
was  gathered  to  his  fathers  in  peace. 

The  town  took  measures  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the 
western  shore.  • 
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The  selectmen  were  ordered  lo  renew  the  bounds  between 
this  town  and  Truro. 

1754.  Deacon  John  Freeman  was  chosen  representative. 
Tiien  it  was  voted  iliat  he  should  stay  at  home,  lo  save  the 
expense,  and  the  town  would  hold  him  harmless. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  selectmen  draw  up  and  send  to  the 
General  Court  a  petition,  to  have  the  town  released  from 
sending  a  representative  to  them  this  year.  ^' 

Money  was  raised  to  pay  the  schoolmasters,  and  all  other 
town  and  precinct  charges. 

A  committee  was  chosen  to  settle  the  school  in  the  middle 
part  of  the  town. 

An  agent  was  chosen  to  answer  to  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Smith,  Esq.,  lo  the  General  Court,  concerning  Billingsgate 
beach  and  islands. 

1757.  It  was  voted  that  the  selectmen  should  draw  out 
of  the  town  treasury  £420  old  tenor,  lo  pay  fourteen  men 
who  had  been  enlisted  to  serve  in  the  army  during  the  pres- 
ent war  with  the  Indians  and  French. 

A  large  committee  was  chosen  to  regulate  and  settle  the 
public  schools  in  the  diflerent  parts  of  the  town. 

It  uas  agreed  to  excuse  the  men  who  were  enlisted  and 
engaged  in  carrying  on  the  war  against  Canada,  from  pay- 
ing a  poll  tax. 

The  town  chose  a  committee  to  })ro.secule  the  Harwich 
people  for  carrying  on  the  whale  fishery  ai  Billingsgate. 

Mr.  Thomas  Knov.les  died  this  year.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  had  held  the  oflice  of  iowu-cUmIv,  and  was  employ- 
ed in  other  offices  of  im|)oriancc.  He  was  a  man  of  no  or- 
dinary intelligence,  and  served  his  generation  with  laithful- 
uess. 

17(j().  The  town  appointed  an  agent  to  join  with  the  a- 
gents  ()(  llu;  oilier  towns  in  the  county  of  Barnstable  lo  send 
a  petition  to  the  (Jcncral  Court,  praying  that  body  lo  pass 
an  act  lo  lesson  the  number  of  the  Courts  in  the  county. 
Col.  John  Doruie  was  cho^en. 

In  these  early  days  there  was  but  little  litigation,  and  but 
few  cases,  cs])ecially  from  the  lower  part  of  the  county,  fb 
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employ  ihe  timo  of  the  Court,  and  it  was  iherofore  ihou::lit 
to  be  unnecessary  for  the  sessions  of  the  Couit  to  be  hehl  so 
frequently. 

Voted  to  raise  jCIGO  lawful  money  to  pay  the  schoolmas- 
ters, and  other  town  charges. 

17G1.  Agents  were  appointed  to  agree  with  the  agents 
of  Harwich,  respecting  the  taxing  of  real  estate  lying  in  each 
town,  where  the  owner  lived  in  the  other  town. 

The  report  of  the  committee  respecting  the  taxing  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  town  and  Harwich,  was  as  follows:  'Hav- 
ing considered  the  circumstances,  and  the  quality  of  the  land 
lying  in  each  town,  we  have  mutually  agreed  that  the  town 
of  Harwich  shall  assess  the  inhabitants  in  said  town,  for  all 
the  real  estate  they  own  in  the  town  of  Easiham;  and  the 
town  of  Eastham  the  inhabitants  in  said  town,  for  all  the  real 
estate  they  own  in  Harwich.' 

Capt.  Pepper  was  appointed  an  agent  to  divide  the  fence 
with  Harwich,  by  Skaket  Rivei-,  or  to  do  what  might  be 
thought  proper  to  prevent  the  cattle  from  gaining  on  the  Hats 
and  sedge  ground. 

Money  was  raised  to  support  the  poor  of  the  town.  This 
is  the  first  notice  of  a  poor  tax, 

17G2.  Eastham,  in  number  of  inhabitants,  wealth  and 
importance,  was  the  first  township  in  the  county  of  Barnsta- 
ble. Billingsgate,  then  called  Wellfleet,  being  separated 
from  it,  four  townships  immediately  rose  above  it. 

The  north  precinct  sent  a  petition  to  the  town  to  be  sot 
off  into  a  separate  district,  and  it  was  agreed  by  the  town 
that  their  re(|uest  should  be  granted. 

It  was  also  agreed  by  both  parties,  that  the  privileges  for 
whaling,  fishing,  oystering  and  harboring,  should  be  cnjoyrd 
as  before,  and  that  the  district  be  a  part  of  the  town  of  I-'.ast- 
ham  so  far  as  in  the  choice  of  a  represeniaiivo. 

From  liiis  tiine  the  town  felt  a  deeper  inl(?rest  in  the  cause 
of  education,  and  were  more  liberal  in  the  support  and  in- 
crease of  town  schools  than  l)ef()rc.  Several  schools  were 
kept  in  the  different  sections  of  the  town.  The  schools  bad 
been  kept  in  private  houses,  but  school-houses  were  now 
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built,  and  large  committees  were  chosen  to  regulate  and  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  education. 

Much  labor  and  expense  was  laid  out  to  preserve  the 
beaches,  shores  and  sandy  lands,  fronti  injury  by  violent 
winds  and  storms;  and  other  public  and  useful  improvements 
were  made  in  the  town. 

The  boundaries  between  the  lands  of  individuals,  and  be- 
tween this  town  and  Harwich,  Chatham,  and  the  district  of 
Wellfleet,  were  renewed. 

A  settlement  was  made  by  a  committee  of  the  accounts 
between  the  town  and  the  district  of  AVellfleet.  The  town 
paid  to  the  district,  as  due  to  them,  £21,  IO5.  Sd.  as  their 
part  of  the  money  in  the  town  treasury,  raised  for  the  purpose 
of  schooling. 

New  highways  and  roads  were  laid  out,  and  old  roads  re- 
paired. 

These  townships  continued  to  flourish  till  the  revolutiona- 
ry war  stopped  their  further  progress. 

Jonathan  Higgins  was  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  churcii, 
and  was  one  of  a  committee,  at  this  lime,  to  request  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  to  lay  a  fine  of  eight  shillings  on 
any  person  or  persons  who  should  be  exposed  to  the  small- 
pox, and  not  give  notice  of  it  to  the  selectmen. 

17G3.  A  number  of  petitions  were  sent  by  the  town  to 
the  General  Court,  and  agents  chosen  to  present  them,  for 
diflcrent  objects,  the  most  of  ihom  being  of  a  local  nature. 

Edward  Knowles  was  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  chm-ch  at 
this  time.  Me  was  appointed,  with  others,  to  draw  up  a  me- 
morial to  the  (Iriirral  ('ourt,  against  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  persons,  belonging  to  Harwich,  and  living  at  Potanuma- 
(juiet,  to  be  set  oil' to  the  town  of  l-iiistham.  Afirrwards  the 
town  conclu(!(M|  to  rercMve  llicm,  with  the  Indiiin  iiiliabitants 
who  were  included  williin  tli(^  lino. 

17()1.  The  towns  ot  l^;i>ih;im  and  Harwich  ordered  ihc 
respective  selectmen  of  each  town  to  meet,  and  run  a  line 
and  make  bounds  l)etwecn  the  towns.  They  marked  anew 
the  north  bounds  at  Namskaket,  and  then  run  southerly  to  a 
black  oak  tree  near  Baker's  pond,  marked  E.  U.  with  a 


stone;  thence  to  the  southwest  part  of  the  pond,  to  a  heap  of 
SMiiill  stones  in  (lie  eitii,e  ol'  ihe  pond;  thence  souiheily,  to  a 
stake  and  stones,  near  Chailiiiin  road;  tlieiice  southerly,  luU 
lovving  liie  road;  thence  to  the  souiheast,  into  the  hay,  hy  a 
rock  at  the  edge  of  the  uaier;  thenc(j  lo  ruianunia(]uiel  liar- 
bor,  as  the  channel  runs."^ 

Signed  hy  Jonathan  Higgins,  Simeon  Doane  and  James 
Paine,  selectmen  of  Easliiam;  and  hy  Benjamin  Freeman 
and  Elisha  Smith,  selectmen  ol  Uarvvich. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Crocker  died  March  2d,  1772,  in  the  fif- 
ty-eighth year  of  his  age,  and  ihe  ihiriy-ihird  oi  his  mini.-iry. 

In  1765,  a  line  was  agreed  upon  and  run,  hy  a  counnillee 
from  each  town,  between  Easihamand  Welltleet.  lie^^inning 
at  a  white  oak  tree,  at  the  head  ol'  Indian  hiook,  maiked  on 
the  soulh  bide  with  the  lellei'  E,  and  on  the  norih  ^itle  hy  ihe 
letter  VV;  ihence  running  due  east,  hy  maiked  trees,  to  a 
pine  tree,  marked  on  the  south  side  E,  and  on  (he  north  AV; 
thence  east  to  ihe  hack  side;  and  from  ihe  first  mentioned 
bounds  at  the  head  ot  Indian  hrook,  nuining  westerly,  as  ihe 
brook  runs,  to  a  stake  on  the  beach,  at  the  mouih  ol  said  In- 
dian brook,  crossing  the  end  of  Billingsgate  point,  to  Barnsta- 
ble bay.       -  m 

•  /    ...  ^ 


THE  PRINCIPAL  EVENTS  AND  DOINGS  OF  TUE  TOWN 
FIIO.M  177*2  TO  17{>7,  VVUKN  ORLKANS  W  AS  SMl'APv  A  T- 
ED  FROM  IT;— INCLUDING  THE  REVOLUTIONARY 
WAR.  ...     -  % 

Rev.  Jonathan  Bascom  was  ordained  over  the  church  and 
society  in  the  souih  part  ol  tin."  town,  in  1772. 

We  come  now  (o  a  period  in  ilie  history  of  lOaslham,  and 
of  the  whole  country,  of  deep  and  thrilling  interest,  'a  time 

♦  Tills  i5  the  present  line  Ijetween  Orleans  and  Brewster. 

11  .  • 
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which  tried  men's  souls.'  Difficulties  and  troubles  arose  be- 
tween this  and  the  mother  counlry,  of  ihe  most  alarming  and 
ihreaieiiiiig  as[jc;ci,  in  consequence  of  the  h(>avy  taxes  and 
unendurable  burdt^ns  which  t^n^land  imposed  on  the  colo- 
nies. Easiham  was  noi  backward  to  assert  the  liberties  and 
riiihts  uliich  were  guaranii«-d  by  the  charters  and  constitu- 
tions of  Great  Criiain  to  the  colonies. 

1773.  A  town  meeling  was  called,  and  assembled  the 
tweniv-sevemh  ol  Februaiy,  to  deliberate  anfi  act  relative  to 
thi^  public  L:;rievances.  Capt.  Solomon  Pepper  being  chosen 
moderator,  the  town  voted  lo  give  their  representatives  in- 
structions touching  this  matter,  and  chose  a  large  committee 
10  make  a  report  on  this  sul-ject,  which  was  done  as  follows: 

'Your  committee  chosen  for  tiiis  purpose,  now  report  the  fullo\vin(r 
resolutions,  to  be  passed  by  this  meetins^  — 

'  1.  That  the  several  acts  ot  the  BrUish  Parliament,  which  are  so 
generally  complained  of  by  these  colonics,  are  manifest  violations  of 
our  rights. 

'2.  Tiiat  we  should  be  happy  if  tlie  connection  miq^ht  he  continued 
between  Great  Britain  and  these  colonies,  and  they  be  f.^overned  ac- 
cordinjT  to  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  our  several  charters  and  the 
British  constitntion. 

'3.  We  jns^tly  dread  the  consrqnences  which  the  burdens  we  groan 
under,  if  imt  removed,  mnst  prcdnce. 

'4.  That  every  true  frirnd  of  his  coiuitry  wlio  shall  l)ave  the  olTiT 
of  a  sc;it  as  a  iiidL^e  in  th(^  session  or  court  of  judicature,  upon  such  a 
detestable  plan,  as  we  iiear  is  csta l>lished,  will  bless  his  memory,  by 
rejeetiiinr  it  \\  \\U  abhorrence  ;  and  that  all  who  accept  as  above,  in- 
stead of  l)(Miiir  e.-t.MMncii  till'  (li-jpensers  of  justice  between  man  and 
man,  will  bo  olijcrts  of  contempt. 

'  f).  That  wo  ha\  ('  a  rinht  to  U)vv\,  deliberate  niid  act  oti  all  matters 
wortfiy  of  our  attention,  and  wt?  look  ii[)on  tliat  man  or  society  of  men, 
wlio  can  sit  still  and  sec  their  rights  and  priviletjfes  and  money  daily 
taken  from  them  without  their  consep.t,  nut  worthy  of  the  name  of 
freemen. 

M)  Tiiat  we  have  a  riLHit  to  communicate  onr  sentiments  and  nsk 
advice  of  any  or  all  the  towns  in  tin.'  province  or  elsewhere,  if  need  be.' 

These  resolulions  being  odered  and  read  by  iho  c{)miiiit- 
tee,  in  a  full  town  meeting,  they  were  passed  in  the  a/liruia- 
tive. 


*Then  it  was  voted,  iliat  the  l  izlus  of  Americans,  as  stnteJ 
by  the  coiniiiiiiee  of  Boston,  aie  agreeable  loour  beniiiiie 
and  lliat  llie  inhabiianis  of  the  loun  of  Uosion  deserst-  the 
thanks  of  their  cc;uniiy,  for  their  zeal  and  activity  in  tlie  canse 
ol  hberiy,  as  surely  the}'  have  ol'  this  to\vn.  li  wa^  then  vot- 
ed, thai  the  above  sentiments  and  resolutions  be  registered  in 
the  town's  hook  of  records,  lor  a  memorial  of  the  \akie  that 
we  j)ut  ujion  our  rights  and  privileges.  iiaiiiabas  Fiei'iium, 
ThoM)as  Paine  and  Joseph  Cole  were  a  comini!te(^  to  tiaiis- 
mit  a  copy  ol"  these  jjroceedings  to  the  committee  oi"  the  town 
of  Boston.' 

Such  were  the  resolutions  and  doings  of  the  town  of  East- 
ham,  and  they  had  wise  and  good  men  to  carry  them  out. 

They  imbibed  largely  the  spirit  and  resolution  of  their  fa- 
thers, w  ho  left  their  native  country,  w  here  they  wei  e  oppress- 
ed and  persecuted,  lliat  they  might  enjoy  here  religious  and 
civil  {)rivileges. 

They  were  by  charier,  when  they  came  here,  entitled  to 
all  the  liberties  and  i(nmuniiies  of  Iree  and  natuial  ^ubjecis  of 
Great  Britain. 

They  had  not,  by  coming  to  this  country,  forfeited  any  of 
these  rights,  but  were,  and  their  descendants  were,  entitled 
lo  enjoy  all  such  of  them  as  were  applicable  to  their  circum- 
stances and  condition  here.  English  liberty  was  founded  on 
the  right  of  the  people  lo  particijjate  in  tlieir  legislative  coun- 
cils; and  as  the  colonies  were  not  repi'esented  in  ])ailiameni, 
they  had  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  n)aking  laws  in  ;dl 
cases  whatever,  subject  only  lo  the  king's  negative,  in  tlie 
way  provided  foi  by  the  charter  of  illi;im  and  Mary.  The 
allegiance  of  the  colonies  was  due,  not  to  ilie  pailiamcnf, 
but  to  the  king,  because  he  was  eiiiilled  to  the  ciowii,  and 
because  ihey  iiad  bound  themselves  in  allegiance  to  him  m 
that  capacity. 

The  parliament  had  for  many  years  passed  acts,  not  only 
imposing  heavy  duties  on  imj)orte(l  articles  of  coti-unipi icjn 
into  the  colonies,  but  also  lo  regulate  their  internal  policy. 

The  molasses  and  sugar  act  was  a  revenue  measure,  and 
as  such  was  pronounced  a  violation  of  their  rights,  of  the 


English  constitution,  and  all  the  charters  and  compacts  with 
the  colonies.  So  strong  and  determined  was  the  opposition 
to  ihis  act,  tiiai  James  Oiis  declared  tlial  if  the  king  of  Eng- 
land in  person  was  eiicam{)ed  on  Boston  common,  at  tlie  head 
of  tvveniy  thousand  men,  with  all  his  nav\  on  our  coast,  he 
would  not  be  able  to  execute  it.  As  to  the  laws  for  regulat- 
ing our  internal  j)olicy,  some  of  them,  as  the  hatter's  act, 
and  that  against  rolhn^  i.nd  slitting  mills,  and  lorges,  were 
never  carried  into  effect. 

IMiese  and  all  other  oppressive  acts  of  parliament  were 
firmly  resisted.  Thr^  ofncers  charged  with  the  execution  of 
the  stamp  act  were  con)pclled  to  resign.  Associations  were 
formed  throughout  the  province,  not  to  import  or  use  any 
foreign  nierchandise  on  which  a  duty  tax  u;s  imposed.  The 
teas  sent  to  Boston  by  the  East  India  Company  were  taken 
by  force  out  of  the  vessels  in  which  they  were  imported, 
and  thrown  into  the  dock.  AJany  offict  rs  appointed  by  the 
king  were  compelled  to  decline. 

1774.  This  town  took  measures  in  regard  to  the  use  and 
sale  of  lea,  as  a  heavy  duly  had  been  lately  put  u[)on  it  by 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  chose  a  coniniittee  of 
correspondence.  \  * 

Thomas  Paine  and  Joseph  Cole,  witli  s^ven  others,  were 
niade  a  committee  to  report  to  the  town  concerninij;  the  sale 
and  use  of  teas,  uho  reported: 

'1.  That  the  sovon  late  resolves  of  the  citizens  o{  riiihdclphia, 
wliicli  the  town  of  Boston  nnd  several  other  ton  ns  hnve  adopted,  arc 
liereby  adopted,  as  the  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  this  town  con- 
cerninjr  it. 

'2.  That  the  disposal  of  tlieir  own  property  is  the  inherent  rl^Ui  of 
freemen,  and  that  it  cannot  be  ri^ihtfiilly  taken  fromthcin  without  their 
consent 

'3.  That  tho  (hity  iiiip(i'^'>d  by  p:irlian)eiit  on  tea  landed  in  America, 
is  levying:  coiitribiitions  on  ns  without  our  consent :  and  that  tlie  clnim 
of  parliament  to  tax  Amfrica,  is  a  claim  of  t\'^\\\.  to  lay  contributions 
on  the  country  at  thetr  pleasure. 

M.  That  the  express  purposo  for  which  the  trix  is  levied  on  our 
country, — for  the  support  of  the  Government,  and  the  adtninistratinn  of 
justice,  and  the  defence  of  his  mnjesfy's  dorinnions, —  has  n  strict  ten- 
dency to  render  our  constitutional  assemblies  useless,  and  to  introduce 
an  arbitrary  government  and  slavery. 


*5.  That  a  virtuous  and  steady  opposition  against  tliis  niinislerial 
plan  of  ^'overning  America,  is  necessary  to  preserve  even  a  biiudow  of 
liberty  ;  and  it  is  a  duly  which  every  freeman  owes  to  liimsclf,  to  his 
country,  and  to  posterity. 

'6.  That  the  determination  which  the  East  India  Company  have 
lately  adopted,  to  send  their  tea  to  America,  subject  to  the  payment 
of  a  duty,  is  an  open  altcmpt  to  enforce  the  ministerial  pl:in,  and  a  vi- 
olent attack  on  our  liberties. 

*7.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  American  to  oppose  it. 

*8.  Tiiat  whosoever  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  countenance  lliis 
attempt,  is  an  enemy  to  his  country.'  •       .  »l 

These  with  sevei'al  other  resolutions  were  oflercd,  and  a- 
dopted  by  tlie  town  of  Easthain,  at  this  linie,  and  were  sent 
lo  the  towns  of  Plynionili  and  Boston,  with  the  thanks  of  the 
town,  for  their  vigilance  and  care,  in  giving  iheni  the  most 
early  intelligence  of  this  alarming  state  of  public  aflairs. 

The  town  appointed  a  large  coniiniitee  of  vigilance  and 
correspondence,  who  were  requii-ed  to  niakc;  llie  most  ddi- 
genl  and  careful  search  for  anv'  persons  uho  siiould  buy,  sell, 
or  use  this  detestable  article,  that  iheir  names  might  be  known 
abroad,  as  well  as  at  home. 

On  the  hrst  day  of  September,  of  this  year,  his  Excellen- 
cy Thomas  Gage,  Governor  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  sent  out 
precepts  to  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  the  })rovince, 
commanding  the  inhabitants  to  return  representatives  to  the 
great  and  general  Court,  ordered  to  be  convened  at  Salem, 
on  the  fourth  day  of  October  then  next.  But  the  f^overnor 
becoming  alarmed  by  the  prepara:  ons  for  resisting  the  usur- 
pations of  chartered  rights,  by  the  bold  spirit  (;f  the  country 
resolves,  and  the  patriotic  instructions  of  the  people  to  their 
delegates,  issued  an  order  countermand'rig  the  summons 
for  the  meeting  of  the  xVsscmbly,  and  |K)5tponcd  its  session 
by  a  proclamaiion.  Notwithstanding  this,  ninc^ty  of  the  rep- 
resentatives, who  had  been  elected  in  p/ursuance  of  i!ie  writs 
for  calling  the  General  Assembly,  met  at  Saletn,  at  tlx?  time 
appointed,  and  after  waiting  a  suitable  time  for  the  governor 
lo  admini.^^tcr  the  usual  oaths,  they  proceetled  to  organize  the 
convention.  Flis  Honor  John  Hancock  was  clioseii  chair- 
man, and  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  clerk. 


After  passing  several  resolves  in  reference  to  the  conduct 
of  the  governor  and  other  royal  ofiicers,  and  also  in  reference 
to  the  condition  of  the  country,  upon  a  motion  made  and 
seconded,  it  was  voted  that  'the  members  present  do  now  re- 
solve themselves  into  a  Provincial  Coi^gress,  to  be  joined  by 
such  other  persons  as  have  been,  or  may  be  chosen  for  that 
purjiose,  to  take  into  consideration  the  dangerous  and  alarm- 
ing situation  of  public  aflairs  in  this  province,  and  to  consult 
and  determine  on  such  measures,  as  they  shall  judge  will 
lend  to  j)romote  the  true  interests  of  his  majesty,  and  the 
peace,  welfare  and  pros{)erity  of  the  j)rovince.' 

The  town  held  frecjuent  public  meetings  for  the  j)urpose 
of  considering  and  acting  on  the  condition  of  the  troubled  af- 
fairs of  the  country,  chose  comiiiiitees  of  safety,  and  passed 
fesolutions  of  approbation  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Provincial  Congress. 

This  year  the  tow  n  chose  a  committee  to  join  w  iih  one  from 
Wcllfieet,  to  propagate  the  grow  th  of  oysters  in  that  bay. 

J77G.  The  town  voted  to  give  their  representative  in- 
structions to  use  his  influence  that  the  Continental  Congress 
should  declare  the  united  colonies  independent  of  Great  liril- 
aiii,  and  ihat  they  would  defend  the  cuu>o  wiih  their  lives 
and  fortunes;  and  they  made  choice  of  a  laige  committee  of 
correspondence  and  safety,  according  to  the  late  resolve  of 
the  General  Court.  To  encourage  enlistment,  a  bounty  of 
£S  was  given  to  each  man  who  would  enlist  in  the  conti- 
iicnlal  seivicc,  i.nd  L'.)  to  volunieers  in  tlie  provincial  ser- 
vice. It  was  voted  to  pay  (u  e  shillings  per  day  to  Mr.  Amos 
Knowl(;s,  lor  his  sei  vices  in  repiesenting  the  town  in  the 
Provincial  Congress. 

1777.  A  comuiiitee  was  appointed  to  join  with  the  oilier 
comniiiliM^s  in  the  couniy  of  Ij;u  i)slable,  that  had  or  migiit  be 
chosen  in  the  several  towns,  to  im-et  in  convention  at  such 
time  and  place  as  mii^ht  hrrealicr  be  agreed  Uj)on.  The  ob- 
\oc[  of  this  convention  was  to  r(Mnonslrate  against  any  civil 
or  Uiililarv  ('lliri'r  or  oliiei  is  who  hatl  been  appointed  by  the 
Iving,  and  to  petition  the  Provmcial  Congress  for  their  re- 
moval, if  they  should  think  necessary,  and  also  for  some  pro- 
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leciion  to  the  county,  or  that  so  many  of  our  nicn  ini^ht  not 
be  called  away,  in  our  exposed  biiualion  to  the  enemy;  and 
to  consult  and  deliberate  upon  any  other  inailurs  uhich  miglii 
appear  conducive  to  the  peace  and  haj)pine5s  of  the  county 
of  Barnstable.  Solomon  Pepper,  JJarnabas  Freeman  and 
Amos  Knovvles  were  chosen  delei^ales  for  this  town. 

This  year  the  brig  Wilkes,  Captain  Williams,  was  cast  a- 
"vvay  on  the  back  side  of  the  town,  and  much  properly  was 
stolen  from  the  wrecked  vessel.  The  town  held  ii  meetiuL; 
and  appointed  a  committee  to  detect  and  bring  to  justice,  if 
possible,  any  persons  who  had  committed  this  robbery,  and 
take  measures  to  clear  the  character  of  the  town  in  ihis  af- 
fair. 

1778.  Money  was  ag;iin  raised  to  encourage  the  enlisting 
of  soldiers,  to  comj)lele  the  quota  of  the  coniiiiental  aimy, 
as  required  of  them  by  the  government.  The  town  raised 
£80  old  tenor  for  each  man  who  should  go  to  Fishkill  in  the 
service,  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  the  General  Court;  also 
raised  oElOSO  old  tenor,  to  encourage  soldiers  to  enlist  in 
tlie  army  for  different  expeditions;  and  also  chose  a  committee 
to  provide  for  the  families  of  those  men  who  had  enlisted  in 
the  continental  army  lor  three  yeai's  or  during  the  Wur;  and 
at  a  subsequent  meeting  raised  .£1500  old  tenor,  to  carry 
on  the  war. 

1779.  The  question  was  before  the  town  for  their  con- 
sideration, whether  they  would  vote  to  have  a  new  constitu- 
tion of  government.  It  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  thirty 
voting  in  the  negative  and  two  in  ihc  ufiirniativc. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  salaries  oi"  their  ministoi-s,  Rev. 
Messrs.  Cheever  and  Bascom,  should  be  £275  old  tenor, 
each. 

It  was  agreed  to  choose  a  committee  of  eleven  men  to 
regulate  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  accoriling  to  a 
resolve  of  a  state  convention  held  at  Concord. 

The  town  had  now  become  poor  in  conscqiicncc  of  the 
war,  which  had  destroyed  their  lisheries  and  comniercr. 

The  town  often  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  abate 
their  state  taxes,  as  it  was  with  great  difliculty  they  could 
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support  ilie  gospel  and  scliools  among  them,  and  pay  the  sol- 
diers wliich  they  were  required  to  furnish  for  the  service. 

Their  determination  to  defend  their  rights  and  hberties, 
however,  never  for  a  moment  abated,  nor  were  their  hopes 
of  final  deliverance  from  Criiish  lyran.ny  lessened.  * 

1730.  They  agreed  to  enlist  the  number  of  tnen  for  the 
coniinental  service,  which  the  Geneial  Court  required  of 
them,  and  to  pay  them  thirteen  Spanish  milled  dollars  per 
inonih,  in  addition  to  the  forty  shillings  which  was  paid  by 
the  state,  and  one  month  in  advance  before  they  marched. 
At  this  lime  the  paper  money  of  the  province  was  so  depreci- 
ated in  value,  that  sixty  dollars  of  i)aper  were  only  equal  to 
one  of  silver. 

The  governor,  lieutenant  governor  and  senators,  for  the 
first  time  were  chosen  by  the  j)eople.  In  this  town,  John 
Hancock  had  forty-three  votes  for  governor;  James  Bow- 
doin,  twenty -six  for  lieutenant  governor;  and  Solomon  Free- 
man, thirty-six  for  senator. 

17S1.  The  town  hirf.'d  four  men  to  join  the  army  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  agreed  to  pay  each  of  them  per  monih 
sixteen  bushels  of  grain  and  two  silver  dollars,  and  to  bear 
their  expenses  on  the  way.  These  men  were  David  Taylor, 
Benoni  Baker,  Nathaniel  Knowles  and  Abijah  Mayo. 

The  government  passed  a  resolve  that  this  and  the  other 
towns  in  tho  county  should  fuiiiish  a  quantity  of  beef  for 
the  army,  which  requisition  they  felt  themselves  unable  to 
comply  with,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  die 
other  towns,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Doctor  John 
Davis  as  their  agent  to  present  their  pe'Jlion  to  the  Court, 
])raying  tiiat  the  retpiisition  of  the  twentieth  of  October,  1 7S1 , 
might  be  remitted,  and  that  a  committee  of  the  Court  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  abiliiy  of  the  lower  towns  in  the 
county. 

Agreed  to  iiistrucl  their  re]")r{\>^entalive  to  use  his  influence 
concerning  the  fisheries  in  the  northern  states,  in  case  arti- 
cles of  peace  shoidd  be  ollercd. 

John  Hancock  bad  forty-seven  votes  for  governor. 

176J.    The  town  ciiOie  a  comcuiuec  lo  wait  on  the  com- 
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mittee  from  the  General  Court,  to  collect  and  lay  before 
theoi  all  the  debts  of  the  town,  and  those  of  individuals  due 
to  other  towns,  and  also  the  difficuliies  and  distresses  of  the 
town. 

John  Hancock  had  fifty-four  votes  for  governor. 

1783.  Doct.  Samuel  Cheever,  Amos  Knowles  and  Jon- 
athan Linnell  were  chosen  to  present  a  petition  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  praying  an  abatement  of  iheir  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic taxes. 

This  year  was  memorable  for  the  happy  termination  of  the 
horrors  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  which  had  for  almost  eight 
years  been  an  awful  scourge  to  our  county. 

These  feeble  colonies,  by  the  assistance  of  the  God  of 
battles,  endured  every  privation  and  sufiering,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  obtained  from  Great 
Britain  an  acknowledgement  of  iheir  indepemlence.  From 
this  moment  ilie  United  Siaies  of  America  claimed  existence 
among  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  no  people  ever  advanc- 
ed with  more  rapid  steps  to  ])i c-eminence  in  national  gloiy 
and  importance. 

Joy  and  gladness  pervaded  every  town  in  the  country;  a 
day  of  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  God  was  appointed  by  the 
government,  and  observed  by  all  the  religious  denominations 
in  the  land. 

Soon  the  town  of  Enstham  began  to  recover  from  the  mis- 
erable poverty  into  which  the  war  had  plunged  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  fishermen  and  those  engaged  in  comnjcrce,  went 
forth  unmolested  upon  the  broad  ex[)anse  of  ocean,  to  gather 
up  its  riches  and  repair  their  losses. 

When  the  war  was  declared  against  Great  Britain,  the 
Continental  Congress  had  no  inoney  to  carry  it  on;  and  hav- 
ing no  power  to  lay  taxes,  their  only  recourse  was  to  is^ue 
bills  of  credit,  and  pledge  the  faith  of  the  colonies  for  their 
redem[)tion.  These  bills  of  credit  for  a  time  jiassed  as  cur- 
rently as  gold  and  silver;  but  as  th(?  amcnmt  that  was  neces- 
sary to  defray  the  public  expenses  very  much  cxcrrdcd  the 
quantity  of  the  specie  circulating  rnedimn,  the  hills  soon  be- 
gan and  continued  to  deprecialo  until  1780,  when  they  be- 
12 
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camo  worthless.  They  remained  so  until  1790,  when  Con- 
gress passed  an  act  lo  redeem  this  paper  money,  at  the  rate 
of  one  hundred  dollars  in  bills  for  one  in  specie.  Ti)e  whole 
amount  issued  at  dillerent  times  during  the  war,  was  two  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,  and  yet  they  were  worth  in  gold  and 
silver  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  dollars  only. 
The  whole  cost  of  their  independence  to  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates  is  believed  to  have  been  about  one  hundred 
and  forty  millions  of  dollars. 

John  Hancock  had  fifty-five  voles  for  governor. 

1784.    John  Hancock  had  forty-eight  votes  for  governor. 

I7S5.  The  town  again  prayed  the  General  Court  for  an 
abatement  of  the  public  taxes,  and  appointed  Col.  Job  Crock- 
er as  an  agent  to  present  iheir  peiiiion. 

This  year  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  General  Court,  re- 
specting the  valuation  which  was  to  be  taken,  representing  a 
change  in  their  circumstances. 

A  committee  was  sent  down  by  the  General  Court,  to 
view  the  town,  and  lo  inquire  into  tlieir  ability,  or  otherwise, 
to  pay  their  portion  of  the  public  expenses. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  jirocure  a  granmiar  school- 
master. 

Measures  v^'ere  taken  to  prevent  the  people  of  other  towns 
from  digging  clam  bail  witliiu  the  limits  of  the  town. 

John  Hancock  had  fifty-one  votes  for  governor. 

17SG.  The  town  was  districted  for  the  greater  benefit  of 
the  schools,  and  each  district  drew  its  proportion  of  ihc  mon- 
ey which  was  raised  for  school  purposes. 

Edward  Kuowies  was  deacon  of  ihe  north  church. 

1790.  Elijih  Knowles,  Amos  Knoules  and  Isaac  Spar- 
row were  appointed  as  a  commiiK^o  to  draft  a  petition  to  the 
General  Court,  for  the  j)ni  p()>o  of  rrgnlaiing  the  fisheries. 

A  committee  was  also  appoirucil  to  settle  the  bounds  be- 
tween the  proprietors'  meadows  on  the  northern  pari  of  Po- 
chet  island. 

1793.    John  Hancock  had  fortv-uine  votes  for  governor. 
179  t.     Samuel  Adams  had  fifiy-fivo  votes  for  governor. 
1795.    Mr.  Philander  Shaw  of  Marshfield,  son  of  Rev. 
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William  Shaw,  pastor  of  (he  church  In  that  town,  was  heard 
as  a  candidate;  when  a  conuniitee  of  five,  Elijah  Knowles, 
Esq.,  Dea.  Joseph  Pe])j)er,  Mr.  Jonathan  Linnell,  Dea. 
Samuel  Stniih  and  Col.  Elisha  Cohh,  were  chosen  to  con- 
sider the  amount  of  setllenieni  and  salary  ■wliich  should  he 
given  to  Mr.  Shaw  as  an  encoina^ement  to  undertake  the 
work  of  the  ministry.  They  reported  as  follows:  That  they 
should  give  ^Jr.  Shaw  £S0  salary  and  £200  settlement. 
This  report  was  accepted  and  voted  by  the  town.  At  an 
adjourned  meeting  the  town  reconsidered  this  vote,  and  sent 
a  committee  to  Mr.  Shaw,  who  returned  with  the  following: 

*  To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Town  of  Ertslham  : 

'I  am  informed,  by  your  comiuitteo,  tliat  you  have  ofTercd  me  tho 
sum  uf  £2UU  sutllemeiit,  and  £80  as  an  annual  salary,  to  settle  wiili 
you  as  minister  of  the  north  i)arish  in  this  town.    It  is  n)y  rctjucst  that 
%     you  further  add  to  the  salary,  the  sum  of  £10. 

TlJILANDEIl  SHAW.' 

The  above  request  was  read  and  voted;  (hat  is,  to  give 
Mr.  Shaw  £200  settlement  and  X90  salary;  and  he  was  or- 
dained September  23,  1795. 

His  father  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Shaw  of  Bridge- 
water,  who  had  four  sons,  three  of  whom  received  a  public 
education,  and  were  miiiisters  of  the  gospel,  and  the  other  a 
physician,  who  practised  his  profession  in  his  native  town. 

Mr.  Shaw  married  his  fust  wife  in  this  town,  Miss  Dor- 
cas Doane,  daughter  of  Mr.  Joel  Doane;  his  second  wife 
was  Miss  Lucy  Crocker,  daughter  of  Mr.  Alvan  Crocker  of 
Barnstable.  He  sustained  the  pastoral  relation  to  this  peo- 
ple till  October  10,  IS'll,  a  period  of  a  little  more  than  for- 
ty-one years,  when  he  died,  aged  seventy-three  years.  Re- 
vivals of  religion  were  enjoyed  in  the  town  at  some  periods 
of  his  ministiy.  In  the  winter  of  1837  and  'JS,  he  repre- 
sented the  town  of  Eastham  in  the  legislature  of  the  s[a(o 
with  reputation.  Alter  his  connection  with  the  parish  was 
dissolved,  which  was  about  two  years  before  hi.5  dtath,  he 
did  not  abandon  the  sacred  ofiice,  but  preached  occasionally, 
with  acceptance,  in  his  own  and  the  neighboring  parishes. 
As  a  preacher  his  voice  was  strong,  and  liis  articulation  clear 
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and  distincr.  His  sermons  were  evangelical,  and  rich  in 
thought.  His  lust  illness  was  aitended  wiih  iriuinphant  faith 
in  his  Redeemer.  'I  once  ihoui^ht  or  feared,' said  he,  'that 
uiien  I  came  to  my  journey's  end,  I  should  be  down  in  the 
valley;  but  instead  of  that,  I  atn  on  Mount  Pisgah,  looking 
in;o  ilje  pron)iscd  land,  and  wailing  my  departure.'  No 
record  of  the  number  admitted  to  the  church  during  his  min- 
istry has  been  found. 

1795.  The  question  came  up  respecting  the  revision  of 
the  constitution  of  the  state,  and  by  order  of  the  General 
Court  the  town  was  required  to  express  their  opinion  in 
town  meeting  by  their  votes,  which  they  did,  nineteen  voting 
for  a  revision,  and  four  against  it. 

An  agent  was  chosen  to  answer  in  behalf  of  the  town  to  a 
complaint  made  by  the  town  of  liridgewater,  on  accomit  of 
one  Benjamin  Webb,  a  pauper.  He  is  suj)posed  to  have 
been  the  son  of  the  former  minister  of  Eastham.  Mr.  \\  ebb 
spent  his  life  as  a  school-teacher. 

The  town  voted  to  add  .£10  to  the  Rev.  ^Jr.  Bascom's 
salary;  also  to  p;iy  Seth  Knoules'  bill  for  the  use  of  his 
house,  and  lor  cooks  and  other  necessaries  for  the  ordination 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shaw. 

179G.  It  wus  agreed  lo  divide  the  town  into  two  pre- 
cincts, and  a  committee  was  chosen  to  carry  this  agreement 
into  ehect. 

Before  this  time,  from  171S,  when  the  south  parish  and 
church  were  oiganized,  both  had  acted  together,  as  one,  in 
the  call,  setilement  and  suj)port  of  the  nuuisteis,  giving  to 
each  the  same  amount  of  salary  and  privileges;  in  building 
and  repairing  of  the  meeting-houses,  i)arsonages,  and  all  oth- 
er expenses;  which  were  j)aid  by  a  tax  on  the  polls  and  es- 
tates of  the  whole  town,  except  Billings-gate. 

Simeon  Kingtnan  and  Amos  Ivnowles  were  appointed  hum- 
bly to  petition  the  great  and  Cencral  Court,  to  cause  a  line 
and  boundaries  between  this  town  anil  Chatham  to  be  estab- 
lished. 

This  j)elition  was  granted  by  the  Court,  and  a  committee 
of  that  body  sent  down  to  cslaljlish  this  line. 


The  town  voted  lo  raise  by  tax  one  iliousaiul  and  si.\iy-six 
dollars  and  sixty-six  cents  for  the  support  of  the  gospel,  die 
town  schools  and  other  public  charges. 

Elijah  Knowles,  Esq.,  died  this  year.  He  had  represent- 
ed the  town  nine  years  in  snccessicHi  in  the  General  Couit, 
and  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the  town,  being 
often  employed  in  other  public  offices  of  trust  and  importance. 
His  death  was  deeply  lamented  by  all  who  knew  hiui. 

1797.  The  question  came  up  for  a  division  of  the  town, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  General 
Court,  praying  that  honorable  body  to  sanction  iheir  doings, 
and  to  pass  an  act  to  incorporate  the  southeily  part  thereof 
into  a  township  by  the  name  of  Orleans. 

Dea.  Josej)h  Pepper,  being  now  the  only  selectman  in  the 
town  of  Eastham,  was  by  legal  authority  required  to  warn  a 
town  meeting  for  the  choice  of  offiicers  and  other  business 
proper  to  be  done  at  said  meeting.  lie  issued  a  warrant 
notifying  all  the  legal  voters  to  meet  at  liic  [iieetiug-housc, 
on  Wednesday  the  fifteenih  day  of  iMarch,  1797,  to  choose 
the  necessaiy  town  officers,  and  a  committee  to  settle  all  ac- 
counts with  the  town  of  Oi leans.  Jolm  Doane,  Benjamin 
Clark  and  Samuel  Freeman  were  chosen  as  said  committee. 

They  met  the  committee  of  Orleans,  chosen  for  the  same 
purpose,  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Keziah  Harding,  innhold- 
er,  of  Orleans,  on  the  11th  day  of  May,  and  icported  that 
the  town  of  Orleans  was  indebted  to  the  town  of  Easiliam 
in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  twenly- 
five  cents;  that  the  town  of  Orleans  should  have  all  the  out- 
standing taxes  in  that  town;  that  the  town  of  Easiham  should 
pay  to  the  town  of  Orleans,  as  soon  as  any  of  the  tiihe  of 
Potanumaquiet  Indians  should  become  chargeable,  thirteen 
dollars  and  ninety-three  cents,  it  being  (he  proceeds  of  lands 
sold  by  Micah  Ral[)h,  by  order  of  llie  General  Court;  also, 
that  all  the  former  town  rocorrls  of  Easiham  should  belong  lo 
Orleans,  uilh  all  oihi^r  hooks  l)elonging  lo  (Ik.mii  in  common. 
The  anmuiniiion  was  divided  equally  between  llio  tcnvns,  be- 
ing fifty-one  pounds  of  powder,  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  pounds  of  lead  and  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  flints. 


Two  school-houses  were  built  by  the  town  at  the  expense 
of  four  hu!i(hed  dollars,  one  in  ihe  souih  and  the  other  in  the 
|);ir(  of  the  lowu;  also  Dea.  Benjamin  Clark  was  paid 
fjli)  (h)llars  lor  his  aiien(h)uce  on  ihe  General  Court. 

ITUU.  Seili  Knov\les  and  oiheis  obtained  hberty  of  the 
town  lo  dig  a  canal  i'roni  IJeriiug  pond,  across  the  road  near 
Timothy  Cole's,  into  Great  Meadow  river,  lor  the  purpose 
of  letiinj^  in  heri  ings.  i  hey  were  lo  have  the  benefit  of  the 
fishery  lor  fifty  years,  and  obligated  themselves  to  maintain  a 
bridge  over  said  canal  in  the  town  road. 

The  first  salt  manufactured  by  solar  evaporation  in  this 
town  was  made  by  Dea.  John  Knowles.  During  the  revo- 
lutionaiy  war  it  was  made  by  boiling  salt  water  in  large  ket- 
tles. This  process  was  slow  and  expensive.  The  price  of 
salt  at  that  tinje  was  one  dollar  per  bushel.  After  this  time, 
large  sums  of  money  were  invested  in  salt  works. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  December,  1799,  George  Washing- 
ion,  the  illustrious  and  beloved  father  of  his  country,  j)aid 
the  debt  of  nature;  and  throughout  the  United  States,  all 
classes  of  people  mourned  the  event  as  a  great  national  ca- 
lamity. It  was  recomniended  by  the  j)ublic  authorities  that 
the  twenty-second  of  February,  1800,  his  birth-day,  be  con- 
secrated by  the  whole  connnuniiy  lo  the  remembrance  of  the 
savior  of  our  country.  The  event  was  noticed  in  this  town. 
Grief  and  sorrow  were  depicted  on  every  countenance;  and 
the  \shole  people,  as  one  family,  bewailed  the  death  of  their 
common  (alher. 

Samuel  Freeman,  Esq.,  was  a|ipoini(-(l  by  the  general  gov- 
ernment to  take  the  census  of  eight  ol  the  lower  towns  in  the 
county  of  Barnatable. 

A  ship  from  Virginia,  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  bound  to 
Boston,  was  diiven  on  shore  l)y  a  violent  gale  of  wind,  in 
December,  a  little  to  the  north  ol  Nauset  harbor.  The  crew 
were  landed  in  safety,  the  tobacco  in  a  damageil  state.  The 
owner  allowed  the  inhabitants  one  quarter  for  landing  and 
drying  it.  The  ship  was  got  oil' iind  taken  to  Boston.  Dur- 
ing the  same  storm  a  ship  loadeil  with  salt  was  driven  on 
shore  near  the  same  place.  The  vessel  and  cargo  were  lobl, 
but  the  crew  were  saved. 
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The  town  chose  a  coirjiiiitee  to  view  the  broken  lands 
between  the  nireling-house  and  Richard  Aiucod's. 

1800.  The  town  was  represented  in  ihe  GtMierr.l  Court 
for  the  first  tirne  sirice  tfie  division,  by  FJishn  Mayo,  Ksq 

Another  district  school-house  was  huili  ai  ihe  exjjcnse  of 
the  town. 

In  this  and  the  following  year,  the  voles  of  the  town  were 
almost  unanifnously  given  lor  Governor  Strong. 

The  town  agreed  to  build  a  house,  seventeen  by  sixteen 
feet,  for  the  widow  Belly  Doane,  whose  liouse  had  been 
burnt;  and  a  building  coininiitee  was  chosen. 

At  this  tinrie  ihere  was  but  one  denoniinalion  of  Chrisiians 
in  the  town,  all  worshiping  in  the  same  house,  which  was 
too  s(TialI  for  their  accommodation,  owing  to  the  increase  of 
the  population.  It  was  resolved  therefore  to  enlarge  it,  and 
a  committee  was  ap|)ointed  to  superintend  the  work;  also, 
voted  that  the  town  pay  twelve  dollars  for  a  [mlpit  cushion, 
and  eigludoHars  for  military  colors.  The  expense  ofeularg- 
ing  llie  house  was  fifteen  hundred  and  sixty-tw;)  dollars  and 
forty-one  cents,  and  the  new  pews  were  sold  for  two  thous- 
and and  ten  dollai's,  bringing  into  the  town  treasury  four 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents. 

The  town  voted  to  raise  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars 
for  the  support  of  the  district  schools;  also  to  divide  ihe 
town  into  four  districts. 

1804.  The  town  chose  a  large  and  respectable  commit- 
tee to  ascertain  the  practicabiliiy  of  digging  a  canal  from 
Town  cove  into  Boat  Meadow  river,  and  thus  connect  the 
waters  of  the  ocean  with  the  b;iy,  for  the  pui-posos  of  navic:a- 
tion.  Tl)is  commiltee  was  to  be  joined  hv  nnoilifM-  (rotn 
Orleans,  chosen  for  this  j)urpo.se,  and  to  peiiiiou  the  Cicn(M;il 
Court  (or  leave  to  l  aise  I  Ik?  money  by  a  lolte)-\'.  The  vunnl 
was  opened  and  the  water  fiowed  through  at  higli  tide,  but 
the  project  failed. 

180G.  The  s\\'\\)  Confidence,  Isaiah  Kn(n\l('s,  nm'^tpr, 
which  sailed  Horn  I]os!on  for  Afrirn,  was  iip->(  t  in  a  violent 
gale  near  the  end  of  the  Capo,  and  driven  inio  iho  bay,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  town,  with  the  loss  oi  all  her  cvc.w. 
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1S09.  Elifha  Mayo,  Esq.,  was  ap|)ointecl  an  agent,  by 
ihu  lown,  to  im;et,  ai  Orleans,  oilier  agents,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  other  towns  in  the  county  of  Barnstable,  to  petition 
Congress  lor  a  port  of  entry  in  this  county. 

The  town  raised  thirty-one  dollars  for  the  support  of  sing- 
ing. 

The  enlbrccnieni  of  the  embargo  law  whicli  was  enacted 
by  Congress,  caused  great  suffering  on  the  sea-coast  and 
throughout  our  commercial  comnnniiiy.  Eastham  and  all 
Cape  Cod  was  niost  severely  affected  by  it.  Navigation  was 
entirely  suspended,  and  our  seamen  were  deprived  of  their 
employment  and  the  means  of  su[)porling  their  families. 

1812.  AVar  was  declared  by  our  government  against 
Great  Britain,  in  consequence  of  her  claims  in  derogation 
of  our  rights  as  a  neutral  nation,  and  her  practice  under  that 
claim  of  iiDpressing  naturalized  and  native  American  citizens 
into  her  service.  About  this  measure  of  the  government 
there  was  much  division  of  opinion,  and  many  opposed  it. 

This  town  was  unanimously  in  favor  of  peace,  but  passed 
no  votes  or  resolutions  against  the  war.  The  consequence 
of  the  war  was,  that  very  soon  the  fisheries  were  entirely  in- 
terrupted. In  these  the  inhabitants  were  principally  employ- 
ed, and  by  them  a  very  large  portion  were  supported. 

All  connnunicalion  by  water,  with  Boston  and  other  com- 
mercial cities,  was  cut  off,  except  in  small  boats  running  round 
by  the  shore,  and  that  with  much  danger  of  being  taken  by 
the  enemy,  whoso  ships  were  anchored  in  Provincetown  har- 
bor, and  who  sent  their  barges  to  cruise  about  the  bay.  A 
number  of  boats  aful  some  of  our  packets  were  taken,  while 
atlemi)ting  to  pass  to  and  fiom  Boston.  A  number  of  sea- 
men belonging  to  this  (own  were  taken  by  the  enemy  in  this 
war. 

1814.  An  incident  connected  with  the  history  of  this 
town  is  uoitiiy  of  notice,  as  it  shows  the  wisdom  and  cour- 
age of  one  of  the  inhabitants. 

Capt,  Matthew  II.  Mayo,  ncconipanied  by  Capt.  "Wins- 
low  L.  Knowles,  left  this  lown,  in  a  whale  boat  loaded  with 
rye,  boui.d  to  Boston,  where  ihcy  arrived  in  safety.  Ilav- 
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ing  sold  their  rye,  lliey  purchased  articles  for  ilicir  own  funi- 
ilies  and  others,  and  exchanged  their  heat  lor  one  somewhat 
larger.  In  atten)pting  to  make  their  passage  home,  when 
near  the  Gnrnet,  they  discovered  a  pink-stern  schooner  of  a- 
bout  sixty  tons,  at  anchor  ^v■illJin  lange  of  cannon  shot  of 
ihem,  apparently  Gsliing,  with  fjve  men  on  deck.  Suddenly 
a  cannon  was  discharged,  the  shot  of  w  hich  sti  uck  the  water 
about  fifty  feet  fron)  them;  keeping  on  their  course,  another 
shot  fell  only  a  few  feet  short  and  skipped  over  them,  on 
which  they  hove  to,  and  the  schooner  ran  alongside  their 
boat.  Capt.  Mayo  secretly  threw  over  his  valuable  spy- 
glass, tliat  it  miiiht  not  full  into  their  hands. 

They  were  taken  on  board  the  schooner  and  conveyed  to 
the  British  man-of-war  Spencer,  where  they  weie  kept  three 
days,  when  an  offer  was  made  to  ransom  ihcmselves  and 
boat  for  three  hundred  dollars;  and  for  that  purpose  Ca[)t. 
Knovvles  was  permitted  to  go  to  Boston,  to  obtain  the  money, 
but  was  there  advised  by  his  friends  and  a  ceitain  naval  offi- 
cer to  give  up  the  scheme. 

Capt.  Mayo  having  reniained  seven  days  in  the  ship,  was 
put  on  board  of  the  schooner  that  took  him,  as  a  pilot,  witii 
three  British  officers  and  twenty  men,  well  armed  with  a 
brass  four  pounder,  muskets,  pistols,  cutlasses,  boarding 
pikes  and  other  weapons,  and  ordered  to  cruise  in  the  bay. 

After  two  days  they  were  overtaken  by  a  severe  north- 
west wind.  Capt.  Mayo  advised  them  to  make  a  harbor  un- 
der Billingsgate  Point;  but  it  being  his  intention  to  deceive 
the  enemy,  and,  if  possible,  to  recapture  the  vessel  and  make 
prisoners  of  all  on  board,  he  anchored  in  hinl  hohhng  ground. 
The  gale  still  continuing,  ho  went  forward  unoliserved,  and 
with  bis  penknife  partly  severed  the  cable,  which  soon  part- 
ed, lie  then  advised  the  oflicers  to  make  a  harbor  to  the 
leeward,  about  ten  miles  distant. 

He  had  j)revi{)usly  i)i("krd  the  lock  of  tho  first  ofiircr's 
writing  desk,  and  obtained  a  pair  of  brass  pi-tols,  wliich  ho 
secreted  undt.'r  his  jacket.  ^ 

The  schooner  soon  grounded  on  the  flats  of  Kaslhani, 
The  officers  now  suspected  that  he  had  deceived  ihcni;  but 
13 
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Capt.  Mayo  assured  ihcn)  that  they  had  only  struck  on  the  out- 
er bar,  and  would  soon  beat  over,  and  advised  the  men  to  go 
below,  as  they  niight  be  suspected  by  the  people  who  began 
to  collect  on  the  shore.  He  gave  them  a  gimblet,  wi:h  which 
they  lapped  a  cask  of  West  India  rum,  and  drank  till  they 
were  intoxicated. 

The  schooner  soon  began  to  heel  over,  as  the  tide  ebbed, 
and  the  officers,  fmdiug  they  were  deceived,  ordered  their 
men  on  deck  for  the  pm-pose  of  resistance.  Capt.  ^layo 
immediately  threw  overboard  the  arms  that  were  on  deck, 
drew  out  his  pistols  and  threatened  to  shoot  any  one  who 
should  attempt  his  life. 

He  went  on  shore  and  requested  the  people  who  had  as- 
sembled there,  to  notify  the  proper  authoriiies  of  his  circum- 
stances. The  militia  were  ordered  out  and  took  possession 
of  the  vessel,  officers  and  men,  and  inarched  them  up  to  the 
public  house  of  Mr.  Thomas  Crosby,  where  they  were  put 
under  guard  for  that  night.  In  the  morning  they  were  or- 
dered to  the  barn  of  Mr.  George  Collins,  and  a  guard  placed 
over  them;  but  they  were  soon  pcrmilted  to  escape,  and 
taking  a  boat  at  the  shore,  went  on  board  of  their  shi[). 

The  commander  sent  a  barge,  and  demanded  of  the  town 
twelve  hundred  dollars  in  specie,  threatening  that,  if  it  was  not 
})aid  in  twenty-four  hours,  he  would  land  with  a  force  suffii- 
cient  to  burn,  iudiscriniinately ,  the  vessels,  dwelling-houses 
and  salt-works  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  (lej)uiy  marshal  of  the  district,  having  been  informed 
of  the  capture  of  the  vessel  and  crew,  demanded  the  prison- 
ers and  iheir  baggage;  but  they  having  escaped  to  the  Brit- 
ish sW\p^  he  took  ihe  arms  and  bagg;ig(,\  lie  also  demanded 
the  vessel,  which  belonged  lo  j)ers()ns  in  Duxburv;  but  ihc 
proper  authorities  secured  her  to  Capt.  Mayo,  who  justly 
considered  that  she  was  his  properly.  The  owners  in  Dux- 
bury  afterwards  jKiid  him  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  vessel. 
If  the  prisoners  had  not  bi^en  pt^nnilted  to  escape,  he  would 
have  been  enliiled  to  thii  iy  dollars  for  each  of  ihem. 

The  officer  of  (he  barge  now  peremptorily  demanded  ihc 
money,  or  lie  would  immediately  execute  his  ihrcals,  upon 
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wliicli  iho  coinmiLtce  of  safely  rc(|uesled  some  delay,  and 
pennission  to  visit  ihe  coininodore  on  board  ol"  his  ship,  and 
leiiirii  ill  I vvenfy-lour  hours.  Finahy  they  paid  two  liuridrcd 
dollars  for  tlie  baggaice  taken  from  the  prisoners  by  the  dep- 
uty marshal,  and  one  thousand  for  the  proieeiion  of  the  town. 

The  money  was  receipted  for  by  the  commodore,  with  u 
written  })romise  not  to  lake  or  destroy  any  properly  beloni;- 
ing  to  the  inhabitants  of  ilie  town  of  Ea.-5iham  during  the  war. 

This  matter  beiiig  settled,  the  British  forces  left  the  shoie 
for  their  shij)5. 

The  selectmen  were  the  committee  of  safety,  and  the  town 
voted  to  pay  all  necessary  charges  occasioned  by  the  Uritish 
in  threatening  to  land. 

The  payment  of  money  for  the  j)rotection  oi'  the  town 
seems  to  liave  been  unwise  and  unnecessary.  It  can  be  ac- 
counted for  only  from  the  great  alarm  and  fear  which  j)crvad- 
ed  the  minds  of  the  peo[)le,  of  uhich  the  enemy  look  advan- 
tage. On  cool  reneclion,  it  would  aj)pcar  impossihK^  for 
ihem  to  have  executed  their  ilireat.  There  was  no  thickly 
inhabited  village,  the  salt-works  were  scattered  at  a  di.-tancc 
on  the  shore,  and  the  flats  extend  a  mile  or  more,  and  are 
dry  at  low  water.  The  militia  of  this  and  the  neighboiing 
towns,  with  an  artilleiy  comj)any  having  two  brass  j)ieces, 
from  Brewster,  were  on  the  spot,  ready  to  repel  any  ailempL 
to  land. 

The  town  voted  lo  pay  those  persons  who  boarded  the 
militia  when  called  out  for  defence  against  the  enemy,  ten 
cents  per  meal. 

Durinir  the  war  a  number  of  men  from  this  lown  were  en- 
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gaged  in  privateering.  Four  of  them,  Samuel  Freeman,  Jr., 
Josei)h  Snow,  Josiah  Smith  and  Matthew  II.  Mayo,  were  in 
llie  Reindeer,  Capt.  Nalhaniel  Snow.  They  were  orch'icd 
lo  cruise  from  ihe  mouth  of  the  English  Channel  to  the  Bay 
of  Biscay,  to  intercept  a  fleet  of  East  Indiamcn.  They  fell 
in  with  it  on  ihe  coast  of  France,  but  as  it  was  uiuler  a 
strong  convc)y,  ihey  let  it  pass. 

Subsequently  they  captured  six  prizes,  from  v.hich  liicy 
look  part  of  their  cargoes,  and  burnt  some  ol  the  vessels. 
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One  of  ihcin  was  an  Eng^llbh  brig  under  Spanish  colors,  on 
board  of  vvhicli  they  i)ut  a  prize-master,  and  ordered  her  to 
the  United  States;  but  she  was  retaken  on  the  passage. 

Tliey  fell  in  with  another  fleet  of  merchantmen  under  a 
strong  convoy,  and  remaining  near  it  till  dark,  they  engaged 
one  of  the  vessels,  which  they  wore  on  the  point  of  taking, 
when  one  of  the  convoy  coming  to  iier  relief,  they  drew  off, 
and  returned  to  Boston,  having  been  absent  five  months. 

There  were  five  other  men  from  this  place,  in  the  Brutus, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Austin,  of  Boston.  They  had  a  num- 
ber of  severe  engagements  and  took  several  piizes.  After 
the  war,  Capt.  Austin  removed  to  Texas,  and  established  a 
colony  which  bears  his  name. 

Others,  among  whom  was  Capt.  Winslow  L.  Knowlcs, 
engaged  in  this  business  with  considerable  success. 

Mr.  John  Cook,  of  this  town,  was  in  the  sanguinary  but 
victorious  battle  of  Lake  Erie.  He  belonged  to  the  flag 
ship  of  Com.  Perry. 

1815.  The  difficulties  between  this  country  and  Great 
Britain  being  settled  by  a  treaty,  tlie  people  returned  to  their 
former  employments,  and  were  permitted  again  to  sit  under 
their  own  vines  and  fig  trees,  having  none  to  molest  or  make 
them  afraid. 

Thus  cndcil  the  war,  in  which  our  country  nobly  defended 
her  rights,  and  hci'  small  but  gallant  na\  v  luo-^t  honorablv  and 
victoriously,  Ijoih  on  the  ocean  and  tlic  lakes,  perl'ormcd 
their  duty. 

ISIO.  This  town  has  generally  been  vcr\-  hcalihy,  and 
free  from  epidemical  diseases,  but  this  year,  in  which  a  most 
fearful  and  fatal  sickness  prevailed,  will  King  be  remembered. 
It  commenced  its  ravages  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  but 
soon  extendi'il  to  every  ncighhoiiiomi  and  almost  every  lam- 
ilv.  The  i]v>l  person  who  died  with  the  disease  was  buried 
on  the  eighteenth  of  Januar}',  and  from  that  time  to  the  tliir- 
liclh  of  May,  it  swej)t  off  sevenlv-two  persons,  about  one 
eleventh  of  the  whole  population.  The  old,  the  niiddle 
aged  and  the  young  wer(^  indiscriminaKOy  cut  down  by  the 
fell  destroyer.    Five  were  buried  in  one  day,  and  there  was 


seldom  a  day,  from  the  fjrsl  of  Februai  v  lo  ilie  twcmiL-ili  of 
March,  without  a  funeral.  Tliose  wlio  were  well  could  hard- 
ly take  care  of  the  sick.  The  most  successful  prescripiious 
that  were  made  were  j)owerful  emetics  and  cathartics. 
The  assistance  and  advice  of  the  physicians  of  the  nei^libor- 
ing  towns  were  had,  but  yet  the  greatei-  portion  of  those  who 
were  visited  with  this  sickness  died.  The  cause  of  this  un- 
common ei)idemic  could  not  be  determined  l)y  j)liy.sici;ins  or 
others.  The  weather  was  noted  for  its  sudden  changes  from 
extreme  cold  to  very  warm. 

The  town  most  humanely  voted  to  pa}'  the  phssicians  the 
amount  of  their  bills,  during  the  sickness,  in  cases  where  the 
individuals  or  families  were  not  able  to  do  it. 

The  town  voted  to  lease  the  Great  pond  to  Joshua  P.  At- 
vvood  and  others,  for  fifty  years,  on  the  condition  that  a  canal 
be  dug  out  in  ten  years  so  as  lo  bring  in  salt  water. 

1819.     The  town  appointed  Harding  Knowlcs  their  agent  4, 
to  settle  \vilh  the  town  of  Standiih,  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
respecting  two  })aupers  who   were  formerly  inhabitants  of 
Eastham. 

In  December,  1S20,  the  ship  RoUa,  from  Surinam,  bound 
to  Newburyporl,  with  a  cargo  of  molasses  and  thirteen  thous- 
and dollars  in  specie,  was  driven  ashore  on  Nauset  beach  in 
the  night.  The  vessel  being  old,  was  soon  rendered  a  com- 
plete wreck,  and  all  but  three  of  her  crew  and  ])assengers 
were  lost.  The  survivors  foiind  their  way  lo  the  house  of 
Freeman  Doane,  where  they  weie  hospitably  entertained  ten 
days,  without  any  compensation.  A  gentleman  of  New- 
buryport  lost  an  only  son,  who  was  washed  horn  iIh)  deck 
after  the  ship  struck. 

The  brig  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Hubbard ,  from  lJr(Mneii, 
with  a  v;iluabl(3  ass(;rte(l  cargo,  hound  to  Boston,  was  by  a 
wrouii;  calculation  run  ashore  on  tiiis  beach.  The  cargo  was 
landed  in  safely,  carted  across  the  Cape,  and  freighled  to 
Boston,  by  Messrs.  Doano  and  K'nowles,  on  a  contract  lor 
eleven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

In  1620,  the  Methodist  Ej)i.scopal  clinrcli  was  in-tiluied  in 
this  town,  through  the  influence  of  a  camp-meeting  held  in 


*94 


A\'elitieei,  in  August,  1S19.  A  number  of  persons  from  this 
place,  who  aiieniled  the  meeting,  became  awakened  lo  a  sense 
ol"  iheir  lost  condition  as  sinners,  and  began  to  inquiie  most 
earnestly  'what  they  should  do  to  be  saved?' 

The  Rev.  E.  \Viley,  wlio  was  then  stationed  in  Wellfleet, 
often  preached  here,  and  the  result  was,  that  an  extensive  re- 
vival of  religion  was  enjoyed  in  difierent  parts  of  the  town. 
A  large  number  of  persons  were  brought  to  the  knowledge 
of  salvation  by  the  remission  of  their  sins.  This  was  the  ori- 
gin of  the  Methodist  society  in  Easthan),  but  it  was  attached 
10  the  "VVellfleet  circuit,  which  continued  under  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Wiley  until  the  next  session  of  the  New  England  con- 
ference, in  June,  1820. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Hide  succeeded  Mr.  AViley  in  the 
charge  of  the  circuit,  and  liis  labors  were  enjoyed  by  both 
branches  of  the  society  during  the  year,  in  which  time  they 
so  increased,  that  the  next  year,  Mr.  liide  being  re-appoint- 
ed to  the  same  charge,  in  connection  with  the  Rev.  Hemaii 
Perry,  took  up  his  residence  here,  and  supplied  them  through 
the  year. 

In  1S21,  the  Methodist  meeting-house  was  built.  It  is  a 
neat  and  commodious  house,  sulliciently  large  to  acconuno- 
date  all  who  belong  to  the  society  and  attend  the  meeting, 
being  at  the  present  lime  nearly  two  lliirds  of  all  the  inliabi- 
lants  of  the  town. 

In  lb22y  the  circuit  was  supplied  with  the  joint  labors  of 
Mr.  Perry  and  the  Rev.  L.  IJennett.  Mr.  Hide,  having 
been  appointed  [o  the  oliice  of  presiding  elder  lor  the  Bos- 
ton district,  visited  this  place  (piarterl)-,  it  being  within  the 
limits  of  his  circuit. 

This  society  remained  in  connection  with  the  Wellfleet  cir- 
cuit until  June,  1823,  when  it  was  constituted  a  separate 
station  and  distinct  charge. 

This  year  the  Rev.  Nathan  Paine  was  appointed  to  th(3 
charge  of  this  church  and  society,  for  two  years.  At  this 
lime  the  church  was  composed  of  about  one  hundred  mem- 
bers. 

Since  this,  the  followuig  preacher^  have  been  aj)j)poinled 
lo  ihe  church  and  congregation  in  succession:  • 
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1825,    Rev.  E.  K.  Avery,  one  year.  ' 
182G,    Rev.  Benjamin  Keaili,  two  years. 

1828,  Rev.  Frederic  Upham,  one  year. 

1829,  Rev.  Joel  Steel,  iwo  years.  ^ 
•     1831,     Rev.  11.  IJrounsoii,  luo  years. 

1833,     Rev.  Len)ui;l  llariow,  one  year.  ^ 
1634,    Rev.  T.      .  Urown,  iwo  yeais. 
1836,    Rev.  AVarren  Emerson,  two  years. 
1338,    Rev.  Thomas  Ely,  one  year. 
1839,    Rev.  Josiah  Litcli,  two  years. 

1841,  Rev.  E.  W.  Jackson,  one  year. 

1842,  Rev.  0.  Robbins,  two  years. 

Tills  church  has  enjoyed  interesting  revivals  from  lime  to 
time  since  its  organization,  with  more  or  less  accession  near- 
ly every  year;  but  it  has  suflered  many  losses,  by  removal 
and  death,  especially  in  1843,  when  several  valuable  and  use- 
ful members  were  removed  by  death,  as  we  humbly  trust, 
to  the  church  triumphant. 

The  number  in  the  church  now,  including  a  few  in  South 
WellOeei,  is  one  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

CAMrOlEETl.XCiS  L\  THIS  TOWN. 

The  first  of  these  meetings  was  held  in  1828.  After  this 
time,  to  183G,  three  others  were  held.  This  year,  the 
ground  and  grove,  containing  about  ten  acres,  was  purchased 
by  an  association  formed  for  that  purpose,  and  an  act  of  in- 
corporation was  obtained  (rom  the  General  CcmhI  in  1838. 
It  is  called  Millennium  Grove.  It  is  a  most  beautiful  and 
attractive  spot,  anri  exceedingly  well  located  and  a(lnj)tod  lor 
this  pur[)0se.  It  is  near  the  shore  of  the  bay,  where  st(;am- 
boals  and  other  vessels  laud  their  passengers. 

These  meetings  have  brought  together  very  large  numbers, 
not  only  of  the  Methodist  denomination  but  of  all  other  soci- 
eties. It  has  bi?en  supposed  that  neaily  five  lliousand  prM- 
sons  have  been  on  the  ground  at  the  same  limc,  so  that  the 
strictest  regulations  have  been  found  nece>saiy  to  jircscrvo 
that  order  and  attenlion  which  such  a  iiKM-iing  ilemands. 

It  commences  on  Tuesday,  and  continues  nil  the  follow- 
ing Monday.  The  attendance  is  much  larger  on  the  Sabbath 
than  on  any  other  day. 
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The  exercises  are,  three  sermons  dehvered  from  the  stand 
each  day,  and  prayer  and  exhortatory  meetings  in  the  centre 
of  the  camp,  and  in  the  tents  during  the  intermissions,  except 
at  meal  times.  A  large  and  convenient  house  lias  been 
erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the  ministers;  and  tents 
for  the  congregation  are  so  arranged  as  to  form  a  circle,  in 
which  {hey  sleep;  in  the  rear  the)  cook  and  take  their  meals. 

These  meetings  for  some  years  were  greatl)' blessed;  large 
numbers  were  hopefully  converted,  and  many  backsliders  re- 
claimed; but  recently  ihis  does  not  seem  to  be  the  happy  re- 
sult, and  the  same  is  true  of  other  protracted  meetings. 

The  reason  of  this  failure  must  be  resolved  either  into  the 
sovereign  [)leasure  of  God,  or  that  tliere  has  been  more  of  a 
secular  spirit  and  interest  connected  wiih  them  than  former- 

ly- 

It  being  held  on  the  Sabbath  is  the  occasion  of  the  most 
lamentable  violation  of  that  sacred  day,  by  persons  who  at- 
tend with  no  serious  or  religious  motives.* 

1820.  Samuel  Freeman,  Esq.,  uas  chosen  by  the  town  a 
delegate  to  ihe  convcniiou  lo  be  lioklen  in  IJoslon,  lur  the 
revision  of  the  constitution  of  the  Commonwealth. 

In  1821,  Governor  Brooks  had  the  unanimous  vole  of  the 
10  wn. 

In  182G,  Harding  Knowles,  Esq.,  fell  from  his  j)ump- 
mill,  and  survived  but  three  days.  lie  was  a  highly  re- 
spected citizen,  represented  liie  lown  in  [he  General  Court, 

and  held  ilie  nilice  of  a  scK-cinian  and  nn  assessor  hficen 
years.  llis  (K'alh  was  mucli  lamented  hv  his  iViciuls  and 
townsmen. 

1827.  'Ihe  ship  Maine,  Ca|)t.  Diivis,  Woiu  Batnvia,  via 
Cadiz,  with  a  cargo  of  salt  and  h  ad,  and  eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars in  specie,  was  ca-^t  on  >ho\c  at  ihe  entrance  of  Nausct 
harbor.  'I'he  lead  and  ^peeu!  wove  >alrlv  landed,  and  the 
vessel  being  hove  oil",  was  lalien  to  I>o>ton. 

In  1SJ1>,  the  ien)p(  I  anci.'  rel()rm  was  commenced  in  this 
town,  through  indiicnce  ol  the  I\ev.  Mr.  Woodbniy  ol 
Falmouth,  and  the  loundation  was   laid  ol  the  fu'st  teiiiper- 
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ance  society  in  Easlham.  It  has,  lor  soidg  years,  embraced 
the  largest  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  and  has  been  the  inbUu- 
inent  of  producing  ahnost  an  entire  abandonment  of  the  use 
of  intoxicating  hcjuors,  and  of  invaluable  benefit  to  the  morals 
and  lia})piness  of  this  comniuiiiiy. 

Tliis  year  the  old  meeting-house  was  taken  down,  and  a 
new  and  commodious  lionse  was  built,  about  one  mile  and 
a  half  to  the  northward. 

The  brig  Creole  was  driven  on  shore  near  Nauset  harbor. 
She  was  from  New  Orleans,  bound  to  Boston,  with  a  cargo 
of  cotton,  which  was  landed  in  safely,  taken  over  the  Cape, 
and  freighted  to  Boston.  The  vessel  was  also  got  oil"  and 
taken  to  the  same  place,  by  Messrs.  Doane  and  Knowles, 
for  eleven  hundred  and  hfiy  dollars. 

Tlie  town  chose  a  committee  to  put  in  Ibrce  the  law  against 
the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  agreed  to  have  one  licensed 
retailer  of  ardent  sj)irils  in  town. 

1S31.  The  brig  Java,  from  Java  for  Boston,  with  a  car- 
go of  coffee  and  nutrnegs,  was  driven  onshore  at  the  entrance 
of  Nauset  harbor,  in  a  thick  snow  storm.  She  was  boarded 
from  the  shore  with  boats,  and  her  crew  were  landed  in  safe- 
ty. In  a  few  days  she  became  a  complete  wreck,  and  her  car- 
go was  scattered  on  the  beach.  The  inhabitants  of  Eastham 
and  Orleans  saved  large  quantities  of  colTec  and  some  casks 
of  nutmegs,  for  which  they  were  allowed  a  liberal  salvage. 

l8o4.  It  was  voted  to  divide  the  town  into  six:  school 
districts. 

1536.  A  number  of  families  living  in  the  south  part  of 
the  town,  sent  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  praying  to  be 
set  off  to  the  town  of  Orleans.  The  town  appointed  the  se- 
lectmen as  a  committee  to  remonstrate  against  this  petition, 
which  prevented  its  being  granted. 

1537.  George  Collins  was  authorized  by  ihe  sclcctmori 
to  receive  the  town's  proportion  of  the  surj^lus  rrvenn*?,  which, 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  was  distributed  to  the  difrcrcnt  States, 
according  to  their  population,  and  by  this  State  to  all  the 
towns  on  the  same  j)rinciplc.  l^astham  received  iwenty-ono 
hundred  dollars. 

14 
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Voted  10  build  a  bridge  over  Boat  river,  and  defray  the 
expense  with  a  part  of  this  money. 

Two  families,  living  near  Rock  harbor,  with  tlieir  proper- 
ties, were  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court  set  off  to  the  town 
of  Orleans. 

18oS.  Voted  to  loan  the  remainder  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue to  individuals  in  the  town,  in  sums  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  dollars,  and  to  apply  the  interest  annually  to  the  support 
of  town  schools. 

1839.  In  October  this  coast  was  visited  by  a  tremendous 
storm,  which  continued  thirty-six  hours.  Many  lives  were  lost, 
and  much  property  in  shipping  and  sali-n  orks  was  destroyed. 

Daniel  II.  Babcock  was  ordained  over  the  Congregation- 
al church  and  society,  and  dismissed  in  1840.  He  was  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  graduated  at  the  Western  Reserve  Col- 
lege. After  his  dismission,  he  supplied  the  South  [uarish  in 
Yarmouth  one  year,  and  is  now  settled  in  Cohasset. 

Rev.  Stillman  Pratt  supplied  this  society  six  months,  and 
was  then  settled  in  Adams. 

After  him,  the  Rev,  Solomon  Hardy  took  charge  of  the 
church  and  society  about  two  years,  and  died  here,  Septem- 
ber, 1842.  lie  was  born  in  Hollis,  N.  II.,  graduated  at 
Middlebury  College,  1SJ4,  studied  his  profession  at  the  An- 
dover  seminary,  after  which  he  jircachcd  a  number  of  years 
in  the  Western  states,  when  he  returned  and  took  charge  of 
the  church  and  society  in  South  Welllleet,  where  ho  remain- 
ed three  years.  He  was  much  devoted  to  the  cause  of  re- 
ligion, and  his  labors  were  blessed.  He  died  greatly  lament- 
ed, not  only  by  his  bereaved  widow,  [)iU  by  liis  brLMlucn  in 
the  ministry  and  all  who  knew  him.  His  health  was  always 
feeble,  but  he  was  strongly  supported  by  the  presence  of  his 
Savior  in  his  last  sickness,  and  dietl  with  an  unshaken  hope 
of  a  blessed  immortality. 

Since  his  death  the  clunch  and  society  have  had  the  labors 
of  the  Rev.  E.  Pratt. 

It  is  now  two  hnmlrcMl  years  since  this  ancient  church  was 
planted.  It  was  the  third  emigration  frotn  the  Plymouth 
church,  composed  of  the  Pilgrims, — lias  liad  five  ordain- 


cd  iiiinislers;  and  loui  iiieeiiiig-liouics.  The  blessings  of 
^  heaven  ofLeu  in  rurmer  years  came  down  iij)Oi)  ilie  place, 
to  make  ^siJCccssfLd  ihe  labors  of  its  devoted  ministers;  but 
the  numbers  who  have  been  added  to  the  chinch  during;  the 
ministry  of  each,  cannot  be  ascei  lalncd,  as  no  records  kept 
by  them  are  found.  Present  number,  fifty-six.  The  church 
and  society  lias  now  become  so  small  and  feeble,  that  they 
are  unable  to  support  an  ordained  minister  to  reside  with 
ihem.  . 


EDUCATION. 

*  In  1678,  the  town  voted  to  raise  money  to  continue  the 
school.  This  is  the  earliest  notice  of  a  school  in  ilie  town 
found  in  the  records,  and  the  amount  is  not  stated.  It  is 
probable  that  the  first  settlers  provided  for  the  education  of 
llieir  children,  as  well  as  for  the  support  of  a  mi[i)ster. 

Money  was  annually  appropriated  for  this  purpose  and 
other  town  charges,  without  specifying  the  sum,  until  1700, 
when  the  town  agreed  to  pay  the  school-masters  ten  pence  per 
week  for  each  child. 

In  1709,  the  town  was  presented  by  the  Court  for  not 
having  a  school-master.  • 

In  1713,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  regulate  the  school 
for  the  greater  benefit  of  the  inhabitants,  who  established  it 
one  yeai-  in  the  middle,  and  the  next  in  the  south  part  of  the 
town. 

In  1718,  Mr.  Nehemiah  Ilobart  was  the  school-master, 
and  the  town  acjreed  to  pay  him  CIO  above  his  salary,  lor 
assisting  Mr.  Treat  in  (he  ministry. 

In  1723,  the  school  is  noticed,  also  in  1719,  and  17')  I. 

In  1757,  a  large  committee  was  appointed  by  the  town  lo 
regulate  and  superintend  the  schools. 
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In  1763,  the  north  precinct  was  set  off  and  incorporated 
as  a  separate  district  or  township,  and  on  a  settlement  be- 
tween them  of  money  raised  for  the  suj)port  of  the  schools, 
Eastham  paid  to  Wellfleet  £21,  JOs.,  as  their  part  of  the 
money  then  in  the  treasury  for  six  months  schoohng.  This 
was  ahout  one  third  part  of  the  sum  raised  by  the  whole 
town,  making  for  a  whole  year,  £120. 

In  1773,  the  town  set  up  a  grammar  school;  also  raised 
£26 J  los.  Sd.  for  teaching  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 

In  1779,  in  a  petition  which  the  town  sent  to  the  General 
Court,  for  an  abatement  of  their  taxes,  the  reason  given  was, 
that  they  had  great  difliculty  in  supporting  the  gospel  and 
schools  among  them. 

In  1785,  tlie  grammar  school  is  mentioned  as  continued. 

In  17SG,  the  town  was  districted  for  the  greater  benefit  of 
the  schools,  and  each  district  drew  from  the  treasury  their 
proportion  of  the  money  which  was  raised  for  this  purpose. 

In  1796,  money  was  raised  for  the  support  of  the  schools. 

In  1797,  two  school-houses  were  built,  which  cost  the 
town  four  hundred  dollars. 

In  1800,  a  district  school-house  was  buih. 

In  1S03,  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  was  inised  for 
the  support  of  the  town  school;  also,  two  school-houses 
were  built. 

Frorn  this  time  to  1813,  the  town  annually  apj^ropriatod 
two  hundred  dollars  for  the  snjiport  of  the  district  schools. 
From  this  date  to  1833,  throe  hundred  dollars  were  annually 
raised  for  this  purpose;  and  from  that  to  the  present  time, 
four  hundred  dollars  annually. 

Valuation,  >7,1  27,761  00.  Number  of  public  schools,  5. 
Number  of  cliildren  between  four  and  sixteen,  340. 

It  is  not  known  that  any  of  the  sons  of  Eastham  have  re- 
ceived a  collegiate  education.  The  town  schools  have  been 
greatly  improved  within  the  last  lliirty  years.  Teachers  of 
higher  (jualifications ,  ami  books  better  a(lapl(Ml  to  the  cajnici- 
lies  of  the  children,  iiave  been  obtained.  The  sciiool-hous- 
cs  dm-ing  tiie  j)resent  year  have  been  altered,  and  construct- 
ed for  the  greater  convenience  and  comfort  ol  the  teachers 
and  children,  and  the  districts  reduced  to  five. 
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The  public  buildings  in  ilie  town,  are  five  school-houses, 
two  meeting-liouses,  and  there  are  two  \vind-n)il!s  for  '^rind- 
ing grain.  About  seventy  lliousand  feci  of  .-^iili-wtji  ks  are 
owned  in  the  town.  There  are  two  vessels  owued  here  that 
fish  on  the  'Banks'  for  codfish,  several  that  fish  lor  mackerel 
and  the  Boston  market,  and  one  packet. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  families,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dwelling-houses.  Although  the  land  has 
generally  become  poor  by  the  injudicious  mode  of  hnining 
in  former  years,  yet  a  larger  quantity  of  grain  is  now  raised 
than  in  other  towns  in  the  county,  according  to  the  number 
of  acres  which  it  contains.  A  considerable  attention  is  giv- 
en to  the  raisin";  of  vesietables  for  Provincetown  and  "Well- 
fleet  markets,  beyond  what  is  required  for  home  consumption. 


CENSUS. 


1G44  . 

49 

1GG3 

275 

1676 

52U 

1703 

94S 

1749  . 

.  2000 

17641 

1331 

1790  . 

.  20(34 

1797t 

840 

1800  . 

.  .SOO 
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782 

1820  . 

7o<3 

1830 

966 

1840  . 

.  955 

♦  Seven  families.  t  Tlio  yr.ir  after  Wcllrteet  w  ah  !»r|uira(e(J. 

\  After  the  seimration  of  Orlcnn.". 
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DEPUTIES  TO  THE  OLD  COLO:: V COURT  AT  PLYMOUTH. 

1647 — EduLrd  Bani^s  and  Dea.  John  Doane. 

1G18 — Josepl)  Cook  and  Ricljard  liiggins. 

1049 — Dea.  Jolin  Doane  and  Richard  Higgins.  • 

1G50 — Edward  Bangs  and  Joseph  Cook.  * 

1G51 — Nichohis  Snow  and  Dea.  John  Freeman. 

1652 —  Dea.  John  Freeman  and  Josias  Cook. 

1653 —  Nicholas  Snow  and  Joseph  Cook. 

[From  1654  lo  1659,  the  record  of  deputies  cliosen  by 
ihe  town  is  lost.] 

1660 —  Dea.  John  Freeman*  and  John  Cole.  ^ 

1661 —  Richard  Higgins  and  John  Cole. 

1662 —  Josiah  Cook  and  Daniel  Cole.  • 

1663 —  Josial)  Cook  and  Edward  Bangs.  • 

1664 —  Edward  Bangs  and  John  Cole. 

1665 —  Richard  Higgins  and  Josiah  Cook. 

1666 —  Dea.  John  Freeman  and  Josiah  Cook. 

1667 —  Richard  Higgins  and  Daniel  Cole. 
1668  and  '69 — No  record  of  deputies. 

1670 —  Daniel  Cole  and  "William  Nickerson.  ,  - 

1671 —  Jabez  Cook  and  Thomas  Paine. 

1672 —  Daniel  Cole  and  Jonathan  Sparrow. 

1673 —  Dea.  John  Doane  and  Jonathan  Sparrow, 

1674 —  Jonathan  Sparrow  and  Jonathan  Bangs. 

1675 —  Jonathan  Sparrow. 

1 676 —  Jonathan  Bangs. 

1677 —  Jonathan  Sparrow  and  Mark  Snow. 

1678 —  Thomas  Paine  and  Jonathan  Spairow. 
1679,  '80  and  '81 — No  dcpniies. 

1682 —  Jonathan  Sparro^v  and  Jonathan  Bangs. 

1683 —  Jonathan  Bangs  and  Jonathan  S[iarrow. 

1684 —  Jonathan  Sparrow  and  Dea.  John  Doane. 

1685 —  Dea.  John    Doane  and  Jonathan  Sparrow. 
]68() — Jonathan  Sparrow  and  Murk  Snow. 
16S7  and  '88 — Jonathan  Bangs. 

1689 —  Dea.  John  Doane  ami  Mark  Snow. 

1690 —  Jonathan  Sparrow  and  Thomas  Paine. 

•  Dc.i.  I'rccman  w.tp  for       r;il  ycnre  an  .\n5i^l^tll  to  tlio  Ciovci  nor.  "' 


REPRESENTATIVES  TO  THE  GENERAE  COUIIT  OE  MAS- 
SACHUSETTS AT  BOSTON. 


1692 — Capt.  Jona.  Sparrow. 
Ensign  Jona.  Bangs. 

93 — Thomas  Smith, 
t  94 — John  Doane,  Jr. 

95 — Tho[iias  Smith. 

9G — Thomas  Paine. 

97 —  Samuel  Freeman. 

98—  Israel  Cole. 

99 —  Jona.  Sparrow. 
1700— Israel  Cole. 

01 —  John  Doane,  Jr. 

02 —  Jona.  Sjiarrow. 

03—  John  Paine. 

04 —  Capt.  SamM  Freeman. 
05 

OG — Samuel  Knowles. 
07 — Samuel  Knowles. 

05 —  Samuel  Knowles. 
09 — John  Paine. 

1710 — Samuel  Knowles. 

11 —  Samuel  Mayo. 

12 —  Samuel  Knowles. 
13 

14 — John  Paine. 
•    15  — Samuel  Mayo. 
IG — .Fohn  Paine. 

17 —  .loshna  Iliggins. 

18 —  John  Paine. 

19  —  Samuel  Knowles. 
1720  —  Samuel  Knowles. 

21 —  .loshua  Iliggins. 
Isaac  Pepper. 

22 —  Isaac  Pepper. 

23 —  'Samuel  Ktiowlcs. 


1721- 

26- 
2G- 


28- 
29- 
1730- 
31- 
32- 

o  o 
OO- 

34- 

35- 
3G- 

o  — » 

O  /  - 

38- 
39 
17  10- 
41- 
42- 
43- 
44 
45- 
4G- 
47- 
48- 
19 

n.io- 

51- 

52 

53- 

54 

55- 

5G- 

57- 


-Jolin  Paine, 
■•lohn  Paine. 
-Joseph  Doane. 
■Joseph  Doane. 
■Samuel  Knowles. 
•Israel  Cole.* 
-Capt.  .lohn  Knowles. 
-W  illiam  Paine. 
■V>'illiam  Paine. 
-John  Paine. 
-John  Pnine. 
-WillliHii  Paine. 
-John  Piiine,  .Ir. 
-.lohn  Paine,  .Ir. 
-AV'illiam  Paine. 


— W 


illiam  I  ame. 


-John  Paine,  Jr. 
-Ca])t.  John  Knowles, 
-Caj)t.  John  knowles. 
-William  Paine. 
-\Villiam  Paine. 
-Samuel  Knowles. 
-John  Paine,  .Jr. 
-Samuel  Knowles. 
•Samuel  Knowles. 
-AV'illiani  l\iino. 
-.lohn  Paine,  .Ir. 
Dca.  Jc^hn  Frucfuan. 

-Dea.  .Irilin  Freeman. 

-Dca.  .loliii  FifNMiian, 
-Capt.  .Imia.  Pt^ppcr. 
-Capt.  .Jona.  Pepper. 


•This  \v:\r  tlic  (lonrral  Court  w.is  licl  !  .it  .''^ 
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1758 — Sylvanus  Snow. 

59 — Jonathan  Doane. 
17G0 — Sylvanus  Snow. 

Gl — Jonathan  Doane. 

G2 

G3 — Capt.  Sol.  Pepper. 
G4 — Capt.  Sol.  Pepper. 
G5 — Jonathan  Doane. 

66 —  Maj.  Elisha  Doane. 

67 —  Thomas  Paine. 

68 —  Maj.  Elisha  Doane: 
Barnabas  Freeman. 

G9 — Barnabas  Freeman. 
1770 — Thomas  Paine. 
71 — Barnabas  Freeman. 
72 
73 
74 

75 — Amos  Knowles* 

Barnabas  Freeman,  f 
7G — Amos  Knowles. 

77 —  Capt.  Sol.  Pepper. 

78 —  Barnabas  Freeman: 
Josiah  Rogers. 

70 — Barnabas  Freeman. 
1780 — Thomas  Paine. 

81 —  Thomas  Paine. 

82 —  Nathan  Doane. 

83 —  Nathan  Doane. 

84—  Nathan  Doane. 
85  — Nathan  I  )()ai!(?. 

I78G  to  '91  —  Elijah  Knowles, 

9') — Simeon  Kii)L;man,  Eicj. 
9G 

•  .Mr.  Kiioulo.H  \v;i.s  scut  to  llic  hccoiiiI 
tlio  firsl  of  Fi'l)riiary. 

t  Mr.  I'n'iMii.in  rt-pre.snitrd  lliin  town  i 
lliirty-liiHt  of  July. 


1797 — Capt.  Michael  Collins. 
95 — Dea.  Benjamin  Clark. 
99 

1800— Elibha  Mayo. 
01 

02 

03 

1804  to  '10— Samuel  Free- 
man, Esq. 

1 1  —  John  J,)oane. 

12  — John  Doane. 

13 — Capt.  Heman  Smith. 
14  — Capt.  Heman  Smith. 
15 

IG — Samuel  Freeman,  Esq. 

17 —  Joshua  P.  Atwood. 

18—  Joshua  P.  Alwood. 

19—  Harding  Knowles. 
1820 — Harding  Knowles. 

21 — Samuel  Freeman,  Esq. 
22 

23 —  Samuel  Freeman,  Esq. 

24 —  Hnrding  Knowles. 
25 

2G — Harding  Knowles. 

27 —  Samuel  Freeman,  Esq. 

28 —  Capt.  Jesse  Collins. 

29 —  Capt.  Jesse  Collins.  • 
1830— Cnpt.  Sam'l  Knowles. 

31 —  Capt.  Sam'l  Knowles. 

32-  Miclinel  Collins. 

33  — ('aj)t.  David  Alwood. 
31  — Capt.  David  Atwood. 
3.')  — (icorgo  Colhns. 
3G  —  George  Collins. 

I'lovinr  i;il  ( 'oMjrrctiH,  at  ('aiiil)riilgr,  on 
1  tlic  name  body,  at  WaUTtown,  on  llic 
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1837 — -Rev^.  PIiilaiidLM- bliaw.  1S41 — Henry  Ilorlon. 

38—  Rev.  Philander  Shaw.     4 J— Benjaniiii  H.  A.  Col- 

39 —  Barnabas  Freeman.  lins,  Esq. 

1840 — Henry  Ilorlon.  43 — Elijah  E.  Kiiowles. 


TOWN  TREASURERS. 


Edward  Bangs,  from  IG4G  to  1GG5. 

Daniel  Doane,  froii)  IGGG  to  1G75. 

Thomas  Paine,  from  1G7G  to  1G94. 

Joseph  Doane,  from  1703  to  1703. 

John  Paine,  from  1709  to  1730. 

Edward  Knowles,  from  1731  to  1740. 

Samuel  Freeman,  from  1741  to  1749. 

Edward  Knowles,  from  1750  to  1758. 

Jabez  Snow,  from  1739  to  17 GO. 

Edward  Knowles,  from  17G1  to  1774. 

Gideon  Baly,  fioni  1775  to  1779.  , 

Richard  Knowles,  from  1780  to  1782.  ^  * 

Isaac  Pepper,  from  17S3  to  17J?5.  • 

Samuel  Iliggins,  from  178Gto  1790. 

Isaac  Sparrow,  liom  1791  to  1793. 

Elijah  Knowles,  from  1794  to  1796. 

Dea  Benjamin  Clark,  from  1797  to  1S04. 

Dea.  Ehenezer  Paine,  from  1S05  to  1824. 

George  Clark,  fiuin  18J.')  to  IS3(). 

Joshua  Paine,  from  1831  to  1S3G.  ,      "  "*   •  . 

Samuel  Knowles,  from  1837  to  1841. 
Nailian  Knowles,  (loiu  1842  to 
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TOWiN  CLERKS. 

Tlie  following  oath  was  administered  to  those  who  were 
chosen  to  this  office,  by  order  of  the  Court: 

'  You  shall  fairly  and  fully  serve  in  the  ollice  of  a  Town  Clerk  in 
tlie  town  of  Eustham,  for  the  present  year,  and  so  long  as  by  mutual 
consent  the  town  and  you  shall  aurce,— durinix  ^^hich  time  you  shall 
carefully  and  faithfully  pen  all  ?ucli  records  you  shall  be  intrusted 
■withall;  and  shall  record  all  town  acts  and  orders,  and  shall  enter  all 
town  grants  and  conveyances. 

'You  shall  record  all  births  and  marriages  and  burials,  that  shall  be 
brought  to  you  within  the  town  ;  and  shall  publish  all  contracts  of 
marriage,  you  shall  be  required  to  do,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
Court.' 

Dated  twentieth  of  October,  1G4G. 

Nicholas  Snow,  from  1G46  to  1662. 

Mark  Snow,  from  1663  to  1675. 

Daniel  Doane,  from  1676  to  1692. 

Mark  Snow,  from  1693  to  1695. 

Thomas  Paine,  from  1695  to  1703. 

John  Paine,  from  1704  to  1729.  ^ 

Joseph  Doane,  from  1729  to  1743. 

Thomas  Knowles,  fron)  1743  to  1746.  • 

Nalhnnicl  Freeman,  from  17  16  to  17-IS. 

'I'liomns  ivnowles,  li'om  17  Ic-^  to  1758. 
'        Jabez  Snow,  from  1759  to  1760. 

Edwartl  Knowles,  from  1761  to  1774. 

Gideon  l]nly,  from  1774  to  1779. 

Richard  Knowles,  fi'om  1779  to  17S2. 
•        Isaac  Pepper,  from  1782  to  1785.  • 

Samnel  lIiggins,from  1786  to  1790.  • 

Isaac  Sparrow,  1790  to  1793.  • 

Elijah  Knowl(><,  iVoni  1793  to  I79(). 

Dea.  Henjnmin  Clark,  from  17  97  to  1^04. 

Dea.  I"J)»M)ezer  Paini\  frcmi  1.^05  to  lb24. 

Geori;e  Clark,  iVoni  ISJ-I  lo  1830. 

Joshua  Paine,  from  18.10      18. 56.  * 

Sanniel  Knowles,  from  18;"!(>  lo  18  11.  ^ 

Nathan  Know  les,  from  18!  J  to  


• 
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ir<6^5 — Mr.  John  Freeman,  ten  years.  * 
lt)(J3 —  "    Nicholas  Snow,  be  veil  do. 

IG'o'S — Dea.  John  Doane,  fuurtcen  do.  , 

1G6.1 — Mr.  Edward  Banj^s/two  do.  .  Jl^ 

IGG.")—  "    RichardJIiggins,  three  do.  .  ' 

H)C)7 —  "   Mark  SSnow,  eij^Miteen  do. 

10(37 —  "    Daniel  Cole,  nine  do. 

lGi)7 —      John  Doane,  Jr.,  eight  do. 

1670 —  "   Josiali  Cook,  one  year. 

1G70 —  '*   William  Nickerson,  one  do. 

]G71 — Dea.  Jonathan  Sparrow,  ten  years. 

]G71 — Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  nineteen  do. 

]G72 —  "   Coodman  Nickerson,  one  year. 

1673 —  "   Joseph  Harding,  one  do. 

1674 —  Capt.  Jonathan  Bangs,  three  years. 
1(>87— Mr.  Daniel  Doane,  four  do. 

1687 —  "   Jabcz  Snow,  four  do, 

1688 —  "  Benjamin  lliggins,  one  year. 
1690 —  "  Thomas  Miiyo,  twelve  years. 
]G91 —  "  Tijomas  Pame,  Jr.,  three  do. 
16IU—  "  Isaac  Pepp(3r,  eleven  do. 

1692—  Dea.  Samuel  Knowle?;,  si,\:  do. 

1693—  Capt.  Samuel  Freeman,  si.K  do. 
169-3 — Mr.  John  Paine,  six  do. 

1694—  "   Israel  Cole,  five  do. 

1695 —  Capt.'Fidraond  Freeman,  seven  do. 
1G97 — Mr.  Daniel  Cole,  Jr.,  one  year.  ^ 
1698 — Lieut.  Samuel  Paine,  si.v  years. 
1700 — Mr.  Samuel  Mayo,  Senior,  six  do. 
1700 —  "   Thomas  Mulford,  four  do. 

1700 —  '*   Joseph  Doane,  live  do, 

1703—  "   Joseph  Snow,  Jr.,  one  year.  ^ 

170(1 —  "   W.  Freeman,  one  do. 

1707 —  "    Nathaniel  Freeman,  one  do. 

1717 —  Fdward  Knowles,  Esq.,  ten  years. 

1718—  Mr.  .Micajah  Snow,  four  do. 

1719 —  Jonathan  Young,  two  do.  * 

1719 —  **   Israel  Doane,  three  do.  •  ^  t 

17'J*2—  "   Samuel  Knowles,  Jr.,  si.v  do.         *•        ^  • 
]7;^J —  ««   Samuel  Doane,  eight  do. 
1733 —  "   Janu's  Rogers,  seven  do. 


•Their  n:imp)i  nrf'  pivpii  tlio  firsl  yoar  tliry  \ror<»  rlioicn,  and  Un  nuinbar  o( 
ye.iri  they  served,  williout  noticing  tlie  yearly  changci. 
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1735 —  Mr.  Benjamin  Higgin?,  one  year. 

1736 —  Capt.  John  Knowles,  one  do. 
173(3 — Lieut.  John  Freeman,  tliree  years. 

1736 —  Mr.  Ralph  Smith,  one  year. 

1737 —  "   Samuel  Doane,  six  years. 

1737 —  "   Samuel  Freeman,  Jr.,  one  year. 

1738—  "   John  Rich,  five  years. 

1741 — Capt.  Samuel  Knowles,  three  do. 
1743 —    "    John  Freeman,  two  do. 
1743 — Mr.  Jabez  Snow,  Jr.,  two  do. 
1743—  "   Zoheth  Smith,  six  do. 

1743 —  "   Jonathan  Doane,  two  do. 
174.3 —  "   Sylvanus  Snow,  two  do. 

1744—  "  Thomas  Knowles,  three  do. 
1744 —  "   Joshua  Higgins,  Jr.,  four  do. 

1744 —  "   Jeremiaii  Mayo,  one  year. 

1745 —  "    Joshua  Higgins,  Jr.,  four  years. 
1747 — Capt.  Samuel  Smith,  one  year. 
1747 — Mr.  Amos  Knowles,  one  do. 

1747 —  "   Jonatlian  Smith,  one  do. 
1749 —      Joshua  Knowles,  two  years. 

1749 —  "   Edmond  Freeman,  Jr.,  two  do. 

1750 —  "   James  Iliggins,  seven  do. 
1752 —  "   Ebenezer  Iliggins,  two  do. 
1754 —  "   Daniel  Doane,  Jr.,  four  do. 
17G0 —  "   Ebenezer  Atwood,  one  year. 

1760 —  Col.  Willard  Knowles,  four  years. 

1761 —  Mr.  Joseph  Cole,  fourteen  do. 

1761—  "   Samuel  Smith,  3d,  four  do. 

1762 —  "   Samuel  Doane,  Jr.,  one  year. 
1765 —  "   Joshua  Knowles,  two  years. 
1765 — Dea.  Jonathan  Iliggins,  twelve  do. 
1769 — Mr.  James  Snow,  one  year. 

1771 —  "  Simeon  Doane,  six  years. 
1773 —  "    JOlisha  Smith,  two  do. 
177.5 —  "    Amos  Knowles,  Jr.,  five  do. 

1777 —  "   Barnabas  Freeman,  two  do. 

1778 —  "   William  Myrick,  Jr.,  one  year. 

1779 —  "   Nehennah  Young,  six  years. 

1779 —  Natiianicl  Mayo,  two  do. 

1780 —  "   Jonathan  Linnell,  Jr.,  one  year. 
1761 —  "   John  Doane,  Jr.,  eight  years. 
1782 —  "   CJuleon  Freeman,  two  do. 
1782 —  "   llcman  Linnell,  twelve  do.  ' 
1784 —  "   Joseph  Knowles,  one  ye ar. 
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1788— Mr.  Nathan  Doaiic. 

1788 —  "   Saimitjl  Ili<rcr|[i8,  throe  years. 

179] —  "    Jo.seph  ri.'ppfr,  tour  (Jd. 

1794 —  "   Jlezekiuii  Hij^^^mm.s,  two  do. 

1797 —  "   Judulj  Roirers,  two  do. 

1797 — Dea.  Joseph  Pepper,  three  do. 

1797 — Samuel  Frccinarj,  Esq.,  Iwcrity-lhrcc  do 

1797 — Mr.  James  Mayo,  two  do. 

1799 — Capt.  Micliaol  Collins,  two  do. 

1801 — Mr.  James  Colo,  four  do. 

1801 —       Samuel  Smitli,  iiino  do. 

IbO')—      David  Brown,  four  do. 

1807—  "   Obed  Knowles,  nine  do. 

1807 — Harding  Knowles,  Esc].,  thirteen  do. 

1807 — Mr.  John  Doane,  live  do. 

1815 — Elisha  Mayo,  Esq.,  two  do. 

1817 — Joshua  Atwood,  Esq.,  one  year. 

1817 —  Mr.  Freeman  Knowles,  four  years, 

1818 —  "   Timothy  Cole,  one  year. 

1818 —  "   George  Cl.irk,  two  years. 

1819 —  "   Joshua  Higgins,  four  do. 

1823—  Capt.  Parker  Brown,  lour  do. 

1824 —  Mr.  Samuel  Knowles,  thirteen  do. 
182G —  "   James  H.  Knowles,  fivo  do. 

1830 —  "    Cu.shing  Ilorlon,  one  year. 

1831 —  "  Barnabas  Doane,  two  years. 
1831 —  "  Barnabas  Freeman,  four  do. 
1834 —  "   Noah  Doane,  two  do. 

1834 — Michael  Collins,  Esq.,  ten  do. 
1836— Mr.  David  C.  Atwood,  nine  do. 
1838 —  "  Joshua  Pamc,  seven  do. 


HISTORY  OF  WELLFLEET. 


DESCRIPTION.  ; 

Wellfleet  is  bounded  on  the  South  by  Easthani,  on  tlie 
North  by  Truro,  on  the  West  by  Barnstable  Bay,  and  on  the 
East  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

It  is  about  eight  niiles  in  length,  and  from  two  to  three  in 
breadtli. 

The  soil,  except  in  the  north-west  part,  where  the  land  is 
tolerably  good,  is  light  and  sniidy,  and  in  some  parts  is  inca- 
pable of  producing  any  vegetation. 

The  sandy  part  was  fornKMly  covered  with  a  laige  growth 
of  {)ine  timber,  and  the  north  part  with  oak,  both  of  which 
were  used  for  ship  building.  About  one  third  of  ihc  town 
is  now  covered  mostly  with  young  j)incs.  ^'ery  little  Eng- 
lish hay  is  cut  in  the  town,  but  there  are  large  bodies  of  salt 
marsh,  more  than  sullicient  to  sn[)ply  the  cattle  in  the  winter 
and  pasture  them  in  the  summer. 

Some  grain  is  raised,  but  only  a  fractioiial  part  of  what  is 
consumed.  'J'here  are  some  low  swampy  jdaces  where  gar- 
dens an:  made,  by  coveiing  them  with  sand,  and  fresh  hay 
is  produced. 

There  are  lhr(M^  haibors  in  the  town,  all  having  about  the 
isamc  depth  of  watci-,  iwidve  ft.'ct  at  liiiih  tide.  One  is  called 
the  River  harboi ,  in  the  north  j)art  of  the  bay;  another,  in 
ihe  centre  of  the  to\vi),  called  Duck  Creek  harbor ;  and  the 
third,  in  the  south  part,  called  Blarkfi.-h  creek.  ^ 

These  harbors  art.*  of  great  importance  to  the  town,  as 
they  are  safe,  and  aflbrd  the  best  facililies  for  carrying  on 
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the  cod  and  mackerel  fj^liei  ies,  which  have  always  been  vcrv 
extensively  prosecuted.  These  employ  ihe  largest  poriion 
of  the  male  inhabitatits,  w  ho  derive  from  ihem  iheir  j)i  iiici- 
pal  support. 

In  some  past  years  there  have  been  more  ihnt)  one  iiundrcd 
sail  of  vessels  engaj^ed,  mostly  in  the  mackerel  fi-hery,  and 
with  great  success.  The  vessels  are  from  twenty  lo  fiUy 
tons.  For  three  or  foiu-  years  past  ihey  ha\e  not  been  able 
to  take  that  fish  in  such  quantities  as  formerly,  conse(|uenlly 
the  number  of  vessels  engaged  has  been  reduced  lo  about 
seventy  at  the  present  lime.  There  are  iliree  wharves  and 
packing  establishments.  Formerly  the  whaling  business  was 
carried  on  here  extensively,  with  large  schooners,  many  ol' 
which  were  built  here,  of  limber  that  grew  on  the  shore. 

Oysters  and  oiher  shell  (i-^h  were  found  in  the  bay  in  great 
abundance,  at  the  fii'st  selllemeni,  which  not  only  aliorded  a 
supply  for  the  inluibiiants,  but  in  lime  were  taken  to  lioston 
and  other  places,  for  s;ile.  This  business  has  been  cariicd 
on  extensively,  and  profitably  to  those  engagetl  in  it.  J:il){)j)s 
and  stands  were  opened  in  lioslon,  Salem,  Portland  and  oth- 
er places,  where  the  oysters  were  sold  in  (]u:;niiiies  to  suit 
the  [uirchasers. 

In  1770  all  the  oysters  in  the  bay  died.  "\\'hat  caused  iho 
destruction  is  not  ceriaiidy  known,  but  it  is  suj)posed,  that, 
as,  at  this  lime,  a  large  number  of  blackfj.^h  died  and  came 
on  shore,  where  their  carcasses  remained,  producing  a  very 
filthy  conflition  of  the  water,  it  caused  this  mortality. 

The  inhabitants  of  ihe  town  tried  iIk;  expei  imcnt  of  hrini;- 
ing  oysters  from  the  South,  and  laying  ihcm  down  on  the 
flats,  which  succeeded  well.  In  the  course  of  a  year  they 
doubled  their  size,  and  their  quality  was  much  improvcil.  Tins 
soon  became  a  large  business,  and  a  number  ol  ves>els  have 
l)een  employed  in  the  sj)ring  of  every  year  in  bringing  thrin 
here.  The  number  of  bushels  which  are  now  annually 
brought  is  about  sixty  thousand.  Neaily  all  the  oyster  sliops 
and  stands  in  I>oston,  and  in  other  cities  and  towns  in  this 
state,  are  supplied  from  this  place,  and  are  kept  by  persons 
belonging  to  this  lown.  This  business  alVords  a  living  for 
many  families. 
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Three  rast-sailing  and  commodious  packets  are  owned 
here,  which  carry  freight  and  passengers  to  and  from  Bos- 
ton. Also  one  or  two  vessels,  which  bring  lumber  and  wood 
from  the  state  of  Maine. 

There  are  fifteen  fresh  water  ponds  in  tlie  town,  eleven  of 
which  are  situated  nearly  in  a  direct  line  north  and  south. 

Duck  pond  is  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  It  is  a  small 
round  pond,  fifteen  fathoms  deep,  and  the  sand  on  the  shore 
is  white  and  beautiful. 

Hopkins'  pond,  which  took  its  name  from  Mr.  Giles  Hop- 
kins, who  lived  near  it  for  many  years,  is  one-fourth  of  a 
mile  north  of  Duck  pond,  and  about  the  same  size,  but  not 
so  deep. 

Great  pond  is  nearly  round,  one  mile  in  circumference, 
and  abounds  with  red  perch.  Four  small  ponds  are  near  it, 
the  waters  of  which  sometimes  flow  into  it. 

Turtle  poi]d  is  between  Long  pond  and  Hopkins'  pond. 
•    Long  pond  is  on  the  eastern  side  of  Great  pond,  about 
twenty  rods  distant,  is  one  mile  in  length,  and  contains  red 
perch.    Near  this  pond  are  four  or  five  dwelling-houses,  and 
the  village  is  called  Lewis's  neighborhood. 

Gull  pond  is  the  largest  and  most  beautiful  pond  in  the 
town.  It  is  perfectly  I'ound,  one  mile  and  three-fouiths  in 
circumference,  and  contains  hening  and  perch.  It  is  at  tho 
eastern  extremity  of  Pearce's  hollow,  and  near  the  backside 
of  the  Cape.  Near  it  is  a  small  |)ond,  called  Newcomb's, 
which  is  connected  with  Great  pond  by  a  stream  of  water, 
and  another,  called  Herring  |)()ii(l,  which  is  the  source  of 
Herring  brook,  irom  which  herring  arc  taken  in  the  spring  in 
considerable  qiianiiiies. 

There  are  three  oilier  small  ponds  near  the  easlc^rn  shore. 
Stpiire's  pond  is  small  ani.!  lound;  it  is  situated  in  Duck 
creek  village,  and  allords  perch  and  ech. 

There  arc  lour  inlands  mi  iIk^  town. 

Bound  Brook  is  m  tlu?  norili-wcsl  corner,  and  is  nearly 
surrounded  bv  a  creek.  There  are  a  nnmher  ol  dwelling- 
houses  on  it.  It  was  forineily  covered  with  large  wood,  of 
which  only  a  few  scattered  trees  are  left. 
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South  of  this,  oiie-ei2,hth  of  a  mile,  is  Grillin's  inland,  and 
both  are  about  two  miles  in  circutiifeience.  The  latter  has 
no  wood  on  it,  and  only  six  or  seven  houses. 

South  of  this,  one-lburth  of  a  mile,  is  Great  island,  which 
forms  the  western  side  of  the  lowii.  It  is  three  or  four  miles 
in  circumference,  composed  of  sand,  and  produces  only  a 
little  beach  grass. 

Lieutenant's  island  is  on  the  east  side  of  ^^'('ll^leet  bay, 
and  south  of  Blackfish  creek  harbor.  It  is  a  sand  bank,  a- 
bout  two  miles  in  circumference. 

The  public  buildings  are  two  Congregational  meeting- 
houses and  one  Methodist,  a  town-house,  a  high-school 
and  district  school-houses,  and  a  [)oor-house;  and  there  are 
two  wind-mills. 

«  . 


NOTICE  OF  SOME  OF  THE  FIRST  S1:TTLERS  OF  THE 
NORTH  PART  OF  EASTHAM. 

This  part  of  the  town  of  Eastham  was  not  settled  until 
some  years  after  the  rriiddle  and  south  j)arts,  owing  to  the 
greater  sterility  of  the  soil.  The  raising  of  corn,  rye  and  oth- 
er agricultural  pioducls,  was  the  business  which  the  first  set- 
tlers resorted  to  for  tlieir  support. 

The  naines  of  sotne  of  the  families  who  fust  took  up  these 
lands,  and  settled  in  th.is  part  of  the  town,  have  been  already 
noticed.  Some  of  them  were  here  before  IG70,  viz.  John 
Withorell,  ^Villi^m  Dyer,  George  Ward,  Moses  Hatch, 
Thomas  NcwcfMu!),  George  Crisp,  John  Smith,  Samuel  At- 
kins, (son  of  Ilemy,)  and  some  of  his  brother^,  and  others. 

After  tliis  time  and  before  1700,  many  others  settled  in 
this  part  of  the  town,  among  whom  were  Nathaniel  Covcl, 
who  married  .liidiih  Nickerson,  of  Chatham,  UVjh\  Isaac 
Baker,  who  married  Sarah  Rich,  daughter       .lohn  Rich; 
1(3 
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John  Rich,  who  married  Mary  Treat,  daughter  of  the  minis- 
ter, 1700,  and  was  a  deacon  of  the  church;  Jolin  Yates, 
who  married  Abigail  Rogers,  IGOb. 

John  Doane  settled  in  the  north  part  of  Easiham  before 
1700.  He  had  two  brothers,  who  came  from  England  with 
liim,  one  of  whom  settled  in  Virginia,  and  was  the  ancestor 
of  those  of  this  name  in  ihe  Southern  stales,  and  among  his 
descendants  is  Bishop  Doane,  of  New  Jersey.  The  other 
settled  in  Canada,  and  nothing  further  is  known  ol  him. 

In  1723,  John  Doane  was  a  justice  of  tlie  peace,  and  held 
a  distinguished  rank  in  the  town. 

Elisha  Doane  was  the  son  of  the  preceding.  lie  married 
Miss  Cole,  and  had  three  sons,  Elisha,  Joseph  and  Heze- 
kiah.  Joseph  settled  in  Chatham,  and  the  oiher  two  in  this 
town. 

In  1745,  Hezekiah  was  a  colonel  in  the  service  of  the 
colonies  against  Cape  Breton,  and  was  present  when  the  city 
of  Louisburg,  on  that  island,  was  surrendered  to  his  Britan- 
nic majesty.  Afterwards,  while  on  a  mackerel  voyage  near 
the  Canada  shore,  he  and  his  boat's  crew  were  fired  upori 
and  taken  by  the  Indians.  After  enduring  great  sulierings 
during  a  captivity  of  several  months,  they  were  boughi  by 
the  French,  set  at  liheriy,  and  returned  home. 

His  son,  Elisha  Doane,  married  for  his  first  wife  Hope 
Rich,  who  possessed  a  strong,  masculine,  but  benevo- 
lent mind.  They  had  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  viz. 
Isaiah,  who  married  Miss  Barilcit,  of  Plymouth;  Elisha, 
married  Miss  Cutler,  of  Boston;  John,  married  Miss  Holmes, 
of  Boston;  Ho|-)e,  married  Doct.  Samuel  Savage,  of  Barn- 
stable, and  had  five  sons,  and  one  daughter,  who  married 
Hon.  Lemuel  Shaw,  chief  justice  of  \ho.  Supretne  Court; 
Hanniili,  nianicd  the  Hon.  Shoarjashub  Bcnniic,  of  Barnsia- 
ble,  member  of  (Congress,  1790. 

Col.  I'ilisha  1  )oane  w as  exl(Mbivclv  engaged  m  the  whale 
fishery  for  many  years.  He  represented  the  town  in  the  Ci-u- 
eral  Court,  and  iIk;  rounly  as  stMialor,  a  mnnbcr  of  yeais. 
In  ibis  body  he  is  said  lo  \\i\yc  commanded  moK?  re- 
spect and  exerted  a  greater  infiuc^iice  than  any  other  member. 


lie  pussL'SoLci  a  sircjn^  hhvaI  mni  tuuiiil  juU-mLiH.  lu  u,o 
lalier  part  ol'  iji:^  lilc  he  iivud  iiiusily  iu  iJubiou,  uiioe  liu  efi- 
gaged  cxlciiiivcly  in  coujineice,  and  in  ilic  wIjuIc  and  oilier 
lies,  by  vvliicli  he  accumulated  a  very  iarce  forlune.  Ai 
his  deaih,  his  possessions  in  iJo.-,lon,  WelUleet  and  ulher 
places  were  esliinated  al  X1JU,UU0  sterling.  lie  was  the 
licliesi  man  in  Massacliu-elts. 

His  second  wife  was  Nancy  HofF,  of  Uoston,  who  after- 
wards married  Daniel  Stoddard  Grcenleaf,  and  removed  to 
Uoxbury. 

Hezekiah,  son  of  ])ea.  Elisha  Doane,  and  brother  of  the 
colonel,  married  Elizabeth  Crowell,  of  Chatham,  and  had 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters.  Eli.sha  was  killed  by  a 
wind-mill,  aged  sevemeen;  Paul  and  llenry  died  in  the  ser- 
viceof  the  revolutionary  war;  liezekiah  died  with  small  pox; 
William  was  lost  in  the  ship  Ameiica,  which  was  foundered 
at  sea,  17S3;  Joseph  married  Nancy  Beals,  of  Uoston; 
Elisha  marrie.l  Susan  Uassett,  of  Yarmouth,  and  settled  in 
that  town:  they  had  one  son,  John  Bear,  and  two  daughters, 
Susan  and  Elizabeth:  John  Lear  was  a  man  of  excellent 
character,  and  a  successful  merchant,  and  died,  greatly  la- 
mented, lv33Sj  aged  forty  years;  Susan  married  Rev.  Na- 
ihanael  Cogswell  of  Yainiouth,  and  has  had  three  sons  and 
one  daughter,  ^Yilliam  llenry,  John  Bear  Doane,  Elisha 
Doane,  and  Elizabeth. 

Hezekiah  Doane,  father  of  the  present  Elisha  Doane, 
Esq.,  was  a  deacon  of  the  church.  He  was  largely  con- 
cerned in  the  whale  fishery,  and  before  the  war  owned  six- 
teen sail  oi  vessels.  He  belonged  to  a  crew  called  the  'seeil 
corn  gang  of  whalers.'  The  others  were  Col.  Elisha  Doane, 
Col.  Elisha  Cobb,  Joseph  liiggins  and  Capt.  Winslow  Lew- 
is. These  men  generally  were  of  the  same  crew,  and  were 
the  most  expert  and  successful  whalers  in  the  place. 

Some  of  the  other  early  settlers  in  this  town,  were,  l.b- 
enczer  Freeman,  Thomas  Gross,  John  Atwood,  .lolin  Treat, 
(son  of  the  minister,)  I'Jisha  I'ildridgc,  Samuel  Drown,  l^rn- 
jaiain  Hamblin,  James  Cahoon,  Denjamin  \  oung,  Daniel 
Mayo,  Jeremiah  Mayo,  Elcazcr  llambhn,  i)avid  Cole. 
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Capt.  Winslow  Lewis  was  a  son  of  the  minister.  He  had 
one  son,  Capt.  AVinslow  Lewis,  of  Boston,  the  father  of  Doct. 
Winslow  Lewis. 

Tlioinas  Holbrook  came  from  Scituate,  and  settled  here 
before  1700.  He  had  three  sons,  Naainan,  Ezekiel  and 
John.  John  was  the  father  of  Thomas,  and  he  was  the  fath- 
er of  the  present  Joseph  Ilolbrook,  wlio  has  four  sons, 
Thomas,  Joseph,  Samuel  Waterman  and  Jesse.       >     .  • 

Elisha  Cobb,  son  of  Elcazer,  of  liingham,  came  here  a- 
bout  1700.  His  son,  Col.  Elisha  Cobb,  was  the  father  of 
the  present  Mr.  Thomas  Cobb,  of  Eastham. 
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NORTH  PRECINCT  AND  CHURCH,  ORGANIZED  JULY 
TVVEiNTl'-NlNTH,  1723. 

In  the  town  of  Eastham,  from  1G4G  to  17 IS,  there  had 
been  but  one  place  of  religious  worship  and  one  church. 

The  inhabitants,  in  all  pans  of  the  town,  belonged  to  this 
society,  and  attended  meeting  together. 

In  1720,  they  liad  become  so  numerous,  and  the  distance 
from  the  south  and  north  parts  of  the  town  was  so  great,  that 
the  inconvenience  (cs])ccially  fi)r  women  and  chiUircn)  of 
attending  public  worship  in  the  central  part  of  the  town,  in- 
duced them  to  seek  for  a  separation,  that  they  might  build 
meeting-houses  and  settle  ministers  among  themselves. 

At  the  above  date,  ilie  souih  and  middle  parts  agreed  to 
have  two  precinris,  but  to  rLMunin  a-<  one  church  and  society 
as  regarded  ;dl  the  oxptMiscs  of  building  and  repairing  their 
meeting-houses,  settling  their  ministers,  and  all  other  charg- 
es. 

L'pon  this,  the  north  part,  called  r>illing>^gate,  askeil  the 
town  to  set  them  oil'  into  a  separate  district  or  town,  which 
recpiest  being  denied,  they  fornieii  themselves  into  a  separate 
precinct,  called  Billingsgate,  or  the  north  precinct,  extend- 
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ing  as  far  souili  as  Blackfisli  creek,  and  were  no  lonzcr  taxed 
by  Eastham  for  the  snj){)orl  of  the  niiinslry  in  the  luicJtlle  and 
south  parts. 

Tliey  soon  built  a  small  meeting-house,  which  was  located 
in  Chequesset  neck,  arid  owned  hy  j)r(Ji)i  icUMs.  It  was  but 
twenty  feet  s(|uare,and  yet  sutliciently  hn-::e  to  accommodate 
the  inhabitants. 

The  number  of  souls  then  hving  north  of  Llackfish  creek 
cannot  now  be  ascertained. 

The  first  precinct  meeting  of  wlncli  notice  is  found  in  the  . 
record,  was  held  July  the  twenty-uiuih,  17 Jo,  wlicn  it  was 
voted  that  the  Rev.  Josiah  Oakes  be  requested  to  continue 
in  the  ministry  with  them,  as  formerly,  and  to  pay  him  £80  a 
year.  Mr.  Oakes  was  the  first  minister  they  employed  after 
their  separation,  and  had  jircached  to  them  as  a  supply. 
They  now  gave  liim  a  regular  call  to  settle,  which  he  an- 
swered in  the  afiirmative. 

'I  accept  of  both  your  loroicr  and  your  latter  call,  to^ctlier  with 
your  former  and  latter  proposals  ;  and  accordingly  shall  continue  in 
the  work  of  tiic  ministry  in  the  precinct,  ni  order  to  a  settlement  among 
you.  Witness  my  liand.  JOSlAIi  OAKES.' 

Soon  after  this,  at  a  legal  meeting  to  connrm  the  call  and 
proposals  of  the  precinct  to  Mr.  Oakes,  for  his  settlement 
over  it,  twenty-six  voters  entered  their  protest  against  the 
settlement  of  Mr.  Oakes,  and  against  the  assessor's  raising 
any  salary  for  him.  He  conti/iued  to  i)reach  to  them  till 
1725,  when,  at  a  regular  precinct  meeling,  in  consecjuence 
of  the  strong  opposition  made  to  his  settlement,  it  was  voted 
by  a  large  majority,  to  reconsider  all  the  lormer  doings  in 
regard  to  the  call,  salary  and  settlement  of  Mr.  Oakes;  and 
George  ^Villiamson  and  I-^lisha  I'Jdridge,  Jr.,  were  appoint- 
ed agents  to  forbid  Mr.  Oakes'  preaching  any  more  in  the 
meeting-house  in  the  i)recinct.  Also,  Samuel  Brown  and 
Samuel  Smith  were  chosen  agents  to  advise  with  the  neigh- 
boring ministers  relative  to  their  present  circumstances,  and 
to  seek  for  and  procure  a  minister  lo  suj)|)ly  them. 

Mr.  Oakes  sciit  a  jictition  to  the  General  Sessions  of  the 
peace  hoidcn  in  Barnitable,  for  redress,  and  was  joined  by 
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Jolin  Doane  and  filieen  oiher>;,  \Uio  uniled  in  staling  ihe  ill 
,  managenieiji  of  ihc  aliaiis  ol  ii)e  precinct  relating  to  his  set- 
tlement. Samuel  Biowu  and  Samuel  Smith  were  appointed 
agents  to  answer  to  this  [letilion. 

Mr.  Oakes  continued  to  preach  in  the  precinct  to  a  part 
ol"  the  inbiahitanis,  without  any  prospect  of  a  settlement  of 
the  difiiculties,  notwithstanding  the  decision  of  the  Court, 
and  the  continued  attempts  cl  the  comnnttees  chosen  to  heal 
<i      them,  and  induce  him  to  leave  the  place. 

The  precinct  sent  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  relat- 
ing to  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Josiah  Oakes  in  the  work  of 
the  ministry,  and  tlie  dillicuh  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed,  pra)  ing  lor  their  advice  and  interference. 

In  1727,  Mr.  Oakes  probably  left  the  town.  Ho  was 
born  in  Boston,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  170S. 

Mr.  John  Sumner  preached  to  them  for  some  months,  but 
no  measures  were  taken  for  his  settlement. 

In  172S,  a  ineeiing  was  held  to  see  if  the  precinct  woultl 
build  a  new  meeting-house,  or  make  an  agreement  uith  the 
proprietors  of  the  old  house;  and  it  was  concluded  and  a- 
greed  betweeri  the  parties  that  the  non-proprietors  sliould  re- 
^  pair  it,  by  putting  in  glass  windows  and  otherwise,  and  keep 
it  in  repair  for  the  space  of  four  years,  when  they  might  take 
out  the  glass  and  other  materials,  and  the  house  return  to  the 
proprietors,  if  they  should  see  fit. 

Mr.  John  Rich  was  ap[)oinlcd  to  procure  a  minister. 

Rev.  J)avid  Hall  was  heard  as  a  candidate,  and  a  com- 
mittee chosen  to  give  him  a  call  to  settle  in  the  work  of  the 
ministiy,  which  being  done,  he  asked  for  louilecn  days  to 
consider  of  it,  and  then  gave  his  answer  in  the  negative. 

It  was  voted  to  raise  £200  for  the  sujiporl  of  the  iiiinisliy 
^        and  other  necessary  charges. 

A  committee  was  r.ppointed  to  confer  with  the  president 
and  fellows  of  the  college,  respecting  some  suitable  ministi  r 
to  preach  and  settle  with  ihem. 

Mr.  Ivzra  W'l.itmarsh  u:;s  t)btuin(Hl,  and  after  hearing  him 
n  number  of  Sabbaths,  they  gave  him  a  call  to  settle  with 
iheiii  for  the  cousidcraiion  of  XUO  a  year,  and  £120  sclilc- 
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ment,  with  four  ncres  of  hnd  as  his  own,  nnd  the  improve- 
ment of  the  ministerial  hinds.  June  10,  ITJ'J,  Mr.  Whit- 
marsh  gave  a  confhtional  answer,  and  as  ihcy  could  conio 
to  no  satisfactory  agreement,  he  left  the  town. 

Voted  £120  usual  monoy  for  the  support  of  the  mini>ir\ 
and  other  necessary  charges." 

17.']0.  Appointed  Joseph  Atkins  to  j)rocuro  a  minister 
for  the  precinct,  and  Rev;  Isaiah  Lewis  was  ohiained. 

A  large  committee  was  chosen  to  make  proposals  to  Mr. 
Lewis,  to  settle  with  them  on  the  following  terms:  .£110 
salary  yearly  in  good  and  passable  money, 'and  what  strangers 
and  persons  from  neighboring  towns  shall  contril)ute,  being 
providentially  here,  shall  be  added;'  also,  £200  as  a  settle- 
ment, in  good  money;  also,  the  Improvement  of  all  the  min- 
isterial lands  and  meadows  owncfl  by  iho  precinct.  To 
which  Mr.  Lewis  gave  the  following  answer: 

'  To  the  Commiltcc  of  the  Ao/7/i  Prtcinct  in  Eastham: 

'IIavin;T  taken  the  matter  into  scrioii.'?  consideration,  and  after  tlif 
advice  of  sundry  worthy  persons,  and  withal  liunilily  applying  myself 
to  (lod,  in  whose  hand.s  arc  the  hearts  of  all  for  direction  and  nssiat- 
ance,  in  this  r,frcat  and  weighty  affair,  iiave  come  to  this  'conclusion, 
looking,  I  hope,  at  the  glory  of  God,  the  advancing  of  the  kingdom  of 
Chri:st,  and  the  care  of  souls,  (though  I  may  cry  out  in  the  Aposlle'a 
language,  '  Who  is  suflicicnt  for  these  things?')  to  give  my  consent  to 
tarry  with  you,  and  accept  of  God's  call  and  your  invitation,  always 
expecting  an  honorable  and  suitable  maintenance,  as  becomes  a  min- 
ister of  the  gospel — witlial  earnestly  bogging  your  prayers,  that  God 
would  make  me  a  wise  and  faithful  nunister  of  the  INew  teslumcnt, 
rigiilly  dividing  the  word  of  truth. 

'  1  remain  your  hearty  well  wisher,  and,  I  ho[i(\  your  fouIs'  friend, 

M.SAIAIl  L i:\VlS.' 

At  this  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed  to  request  and 
receive  the  approbation  of  the  neighboring  luinislers  for  the 
settlement  of  Mr.  Lewis. 

Voted  to  raise  £2  10  for  the  support  of  the  ihinistry  r.nd 
other  charges. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  born  in  Ilinghaiii,  i^radiintcMi  at  Ilnrvarr! 
college  in  1721),  and         ordained  here  in  17.10.     I'p  to 

♦  I?y  ii.siiiil  inonry  is  meant  ihat  uliiili  was  rnrrcnl  at  tli.il  timr. 
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this  time  the  church  had  not  been  organized,  which  was  done 
by  the  council  who  weie  called  here  on  this  occasion.  At 
this  time  the  church  had  fifty  male  members,  and  probably 
more  than  that  number  of  females.  Elisha  Doane  was  dea- 
con of  the  church. 

1734.  Sylvanus  Snow  and  five  others,  living  on  the  south 
line  of  the  precinct,  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  be  re- 
leased from  paying  any  public  charge  here,  and  a  committee 
was  chosen  to  answer  the  Court  on  this  ])etiiion. 

1734.  At  the  meeting  it  was  agreed  and  voted  to  build 
a  new  meeting-house  for  the  precinct,  and  that  it  should 
stand  to  the  southward  of  the  head  of  Duck  creek,  between 
the  house  of  Joseph  Young  and  the  bridge. 

Also,  that  J£200  be  raised  to  build  the  house. 

Voted,  to  request  the  town  of  Easiham  to  set  off  this 
north  precinct,  so  that  it  may  be  made  a  township.  This 
request  was  not  granted. 

In  1735,  Dea.  Elisha  Doane  and  Capt.  Samuel  Smith 
were  appointed  as  agents  to  carry  on  the  building  of  the  new 
meeting-house. 

John  Rich  w\ns  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  church. 

In  1740,  the  precinct  voted  to  cartsixtecn  cords  of  wood 
and  plough  two  acres  of  land  for  Mr.  Lewis,  and  to  lay  out 
more  meadow  for  his  use;  also,  to  finish  the  mceiing-house, 
by  lathing,  plastering  and  completing  the  whole,  untlcrpin- 
ning  the  sides  and  pointing  them  with  lime,  and  paving  round 
the  house  with  stones  and  gravel,  all  which  was  to  be  done 
for  XT) 3. 

In  1741,  £S  a  year  was  added  to  Mr.  Lewis*  salary. 

In  1743,  £32  oKl  tenor  was  added  to  Mr.  Lewis'  salary: 

In  1745,  two  spots  for  pews  were  sold  to  rejiair  the  glass 
for  the  incctini;-housc. 

In  17  17,  Dca.  John  Rich  died.  Mr.  Jeremiah  Mayo 
was  chosen  as  one  of  the  precinct  commiltre  in  his  place, 
and  to  petition  the  IJoncral  C'onrt  to  abate  their  part  ol  the 
province  tax  for  the  ensuing  year. 

As  there  was  a  great  depreciation  of  the  colonial  bills  of 
credit,  it  was  voted  that  Mr.  Lewis  have  £00  new  tenor  for 


his  salary.  lie  refused  to  ucce|)t  ihi:,  ami  proposed  'that 
the  foriner  agreetnent  should  stand  for  the  future,  and  that 
he  should  give  to  the  jjarish  au  aciiuitiaiice  for  the  lime  pa<t, 
on  account  of  the  fall  (jf  money,  and  that  they  should  pay 
him  X7;3  new  tenor.'  This  wus  complied  uilh  hy  the  par- 
ish. 

In  1750,  Mr.  Lewis'  salary  appears  to  h:iv(3  hecn  in  an 
unsettled  state,  owing  to  the  depreciation  of  money  and  the 
high  price  of  the  articles  of  subsistence;  consequently  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  confer  with  him,  and  ascertain  what 
was  the  lowest  sum,  for  the  time  past  and  fur  the  tiu)e  to 
come,  with  \vhicli  he  would  be  satisfied.  Such  was  the 
fluctuation  in  value  of  the  money  in  circidation  and  the  nec- 
essaries of  life  at  that  time,  that  no  cei  tain  calcidations  could 
be  made  for  future  \ears.  It  was  therefore  agreed  that  his 
salary  for  the  ensuing  year  should  be  £5.3,  Gs.  Sd. 

In  1753,  another  attempt  was  made  to  fix  on  some  amount 
as  a  permanent  salaiy  lor  Mr.  Lewis,  but  the  sanie  dilficul- 
ties  prevented  as  before. 

Money  was  voted  to  repair  the  balcony  and  the  house, 
as  was  necessary. 

In  1751,  a  coumiittee  was  appointed,  and  full  power  given 
them,  to  see  if  Mr.  Lewis  would  release  the  precinct  from 
the  original  agreement  between  ihem,  and  if  so,  on  what  con- 
ditions, for  the  time  ])ast  and  lor  llie  lime  to  come.  This 
committee  repoited,  that  they  had  olieriMl  Mi-.  Lewis  .COG, 
135.  4d.  lawful  money  as  his  yearly  sal;u-y,  with  the  jiarson- 
age  lands  heretofoie  improv(>d  him;  to  whirl)  Mr.  Lew- 
is answered  Mhat  he  would  accept  of  this,  with  the  addition 
of  £S^  6s.  Sd.'  This  was  not  accepted  by  the  parish,  and 
Mr.  Lewis  said  he  would  be  satisfied  wilh  what  ihey  should 
vole  hereaftei'. 

It  was  however  finally  settled  and  agrecnl  that  his  salary  in 
future  should  be  l'5()  sterling,  anrl  £8  for  hi^  loss  on  ihc 
past  depreciation  of  money,  for  which  ho  law  a  rei  t'ipi  in 
full. 

'  I  acknowledge  to  have  received  in  full  all  tlio  ;^rnnts  that  h.ive 
been  made  to  inc  hv  tiio  precinct,  to  June  the  icntli,  1754,  and  do 
17 
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hereby  acquit  and  make  void  tlie  original  agreement  to  that  time  and 
forward,  providing  the  precinct  make  good  their  engagement  to  me  to 
that  date,  desiring  wiihal  that  1  may  be  paid  half-yearly. 

'ISAIAH  LEWIS. 

♦  Eastham,  ^Qui^usl  Slh,  1755.' 

In  1755,  general  repairs  were  niade  on  the  meeiing-house, 
and  Richard  Arey  was  appointed  a  commiiiee  to  obtain  the 
materials  and  see  that  the  work  was  done. 

In  175S,  Ezekiel  Harding  having  become  a  Baptist,  the 
parish  voted  that  his  tax  for  repairs  on  the  meeting-house, 
and  for  the  support  of  the  minister,  be  remitted.  Mr.  Har- 
ding was  the  first  Baptist  who  resided  in  the  town,  and  since 
there  have  been  but  few  of  this  sect. 

In  1759,  it  was  agreed  that  Tale  and  Brady's  version  of 
the  Psalms  and  Waits'  Hynms  be  used  and  sung  by  the  con- 
gregation. 

It  was  also  agreed  to  fence  the  burying-place. 

In  1761,  a  bridge  was  built  over  Duck  creek,  near  the 
meeting-house,  suQicient  for  carts  and  chairs  to  pass  over  at 
high  water;  and  another,  with  a  single  plank  for  foot  passen- 
gers, near  the  widow  Doane's. 

Thomas  Flolbrook  died  this  year. 

A  grant  was  made  to  Dea.  Keuben  Rich,  of  the  privilege 
for  taking  alewives  in  the  Herring  brook  for  four  years,  at 
£2  per  year. 

It  was  now  agreed  to  ask  the  town  of  Eastham  to  set  ihcm 
oITinto  a  district  or  township.  iNloney  was  raiseii  to  defray 
the  exjienses,  and  Elisha  Doane  was  chosen  as  their  agent 
for  this  })ur[)ose. 

A  committee  having  been  chosen  to  procure  a  school-mas- 
ter, to  keep  a  public  free  school  nt  ihe  expense  of  the  pre- 
cinct, they  reported  that  ihcy  had  agreed  with  a  man  lor  .£10 
per  year;  also,  that  the  precinct  should  be  divided  into  three 
school  districts,  and  to  have  a  school  cominiitce  in  each  dis- 
trict. The  report  was  accrpicd,  and  I'phraiin  Covul  and 
.loseph  Ward  were  cIioslmi  foi- the  southern  district,  antl  Jer- 
emiah Mayo,  Capi.  I^li.^ha  Doane,  Thoinas  Higgins  and 
Elisha  Ilolbrook,  lor  the  middle  aud  norlhojn  districts. 
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In  1 762,  the  jn'cciiict  voted  lo  add  iicvcn  mkmi  lo  ai-i^l  iheir 
agent,  Capl.  JOlisIia  Doane,  in  gelling  this  j)^rl  of  ihe  lown 
of  Easihain  sei  oif  inio  a  districi;  and  adding  iwo  otliers,  mak- 
ing ten  of  ilie  IVeeliolders,  lljey  soni  llieir  peiilion  lo  llie  town 
of  Easihatn,  sliowing  lliuir  reasons,  and  ilie  luu  n  gianled  llie 
re(|nebl;  \vlieren[)on  the  connniueu  scnl  iheir  j)clili()n  lo  his 
excellency  Governor  liernard,  llie  Council,  and  House  of 
Re[)rescntalives,  in  General  Couit  a>.-endjlL'd,  praying  llial 
this  precinct  (wiih  the  exception  of  Sylvanus  JSnow,  who 
desired  slill  to  helong  lo  Easihani,)'  might  he  set  oli'as  a  dib- 
trici,  hy  the  name  of  WellHect.  This  j)rayer  was  granled, 
and  ihe  act  of  incorporation  passed  May  J.jih,  17GJ. 

Signed  hy  Tinioiliy  Ruggles,  sj)eaker  of  the  House,  and 
A.  Oliver,  secretary  of  the  Council. 

The  j)elilion  was  reieired,  in  the  House,  to  J)ea.  Foster 
of  Plymouth,  ]Joct.  Smilli  of  Sandwich,  Col.  Clapp  of 
Scituaie,  Col.  Biadford  of  Kingston,  and  to  Col.  Oiis  of 
liarnslahle,  of  the  Council. 

Full  powers  and  privileges  were  granled  to  ihe  disiricl, 
like  other  towns,  except  the  privilege  of  choosing  a  repre- 
sentative lo  the  General  Court,  in  doing  which  ihey  were 
required  lo  join  with  the  inliahiiants  of  Easlham. 

It  was  also  ordered  hy  the  General  Court  that  John  Free- 
man, Esq.,  of  Eastharn,  issue  his  warrant  to  scnne  principal 
inhabitant  of  the  district,  requiring  him  lo  call  the  iirst  meet- 
ing of  the  said  inhabitants,  in  order  lo  choose  such  oHiccrs 
as,  by  law,  towns  arc  empowered  lo  choose  in  March  an- 
nually. He  issued  his  wairanl,  directed  to  Maj.  J'lhsha 
Doane,  requiring  him  to  notify  said  meeting.  Accordingly 
the  district  assembled  at  the  time  required,  the  fourth  day  o( 
August,  17G3.  Samuel  Smith,  Esq.,  was  chosen  modera- 
tor. The  following  ohicers  were  elecK  tl:  I'Ji^ha  Doaiic, 
district  clerk;  Elislia  J)oane,  l)ea.  Ivenbcn  Ivich  and  Sam- 
uel Smith,  J  r. ,  selectmen ;  l*^j)hraim  Covel,  l-lbcnczcr  Al- 
wood  and  John  Sweat,  assessors;  and  all  other  town  oliiccrs. 
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DISTRICT  OF  WELLFLEET,  FROM  i7C3  TO  1776. 

Tlie  first  acts  of  ilio  district,  after  its  organization,  were 
to  raise  money  lor  il-e  public  expenses,  &.C.,  to  lay  out  more 
convenient  liiiiliways,  (especially  from  the  north-east  arm  of 
Duck  creek,  near  the  nieeiini^-house,  to  i^zekiel  ilolbrook's,) 
and  to  build  a  bridge  over  the  creek,  for  carts  and  horses. 

A  coniniiltec  was  chosen  to  settle  wiili  .l-'.aslham  respect- 
ing the  support  of  the  poor;  also^  to  pay  Mr.  Lewis  £1 
lawful  money,  for  the  loss  of  tiie  time  of  his  carpenters  while 
building  his  house. 

Eastham  paid  to  Wellfleet  £20  as  their  part  of  the  school 
money.  The  district  now  took  a  deeper  interest  in  the  sup- 
port of  schools,  and  raised  more  money  for  the  education  of 
their  children,  than  heretofore.  They  agreed  to  pay  the 
school-master  £26,  ISs.  St/.,  with  board,  for  his  services; 
and  chose  a  committee  to  oversee  and  regulate  the  schools. 

In  17G4,  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  so  great  a  use 
of  spirituous  liquors. 

In  17G5,  it  was  agreed  to  open  and  enlarge  the  meeting- 
house sixteen  feet,  to  build  a  porch  in  front,  and  a  steeple, 
with  a  spire  and  vane,  like  that  in  IJarwicIi.  A  large  com- 
mittee, jNJajor  J'Jisha  Doane  being  chairman,  was  aj)pointed 
to  make  a  contract  with  the  carpenters  and  oversee  the  work. 
Mr.  Thomas  Aoung  was  the  contractor,  for  XI  oo,  6s.  8d. 
Another  contract  was  made  with  Mr.  Mlisha  Ilolbrook,  to 
provide  all  the  bricks,  lime  and  other  materials,  to  underpin 
and  pave  round  the  bouse,  for  £1G. 

In  17GG,  it  was  agreeil  iiiat  whatever  person  should  be 
chosen  district  clerk,  should  serve  as  district  treasurer,  with- 
out any  premium,  if  the  same  wore  chosen  to  both  ofiices. 

It  was  voted  to  petition  the  Court  of  (Quarter  Sessions  to 
abate  the  county  tax  of  the  district,  and  Maj.  J)oane  was 
appointed  to  j)ref(M'  the  re(p!(\  t. 

Chose  a  connnitt(M:  to  'y/m  with  IJev.  Mr.  Lewis  to  sell 
the  parsonage  lamh  in  (v lh,'(piesset  neck,  and  to  hire  out  the 
j)urchasc  money,  the  interest  of  which  was  to  be  jiaid  annual- 
ly to  the  settled  minister  of  the  district. 


In  1768,  the  district  voted  lo  glvo  Mi.  John  Greenougli 
his  whole  tax,  to  keep  a  granxnar  school  one  year,  lo  bo  at- 
tended only  by  such  as  leurn  the  Latin  and  Greek  lan«4nages; 
and  that  the  school  for  leaching  readini:,  wriiinir  and  cypl»or- 
ing,  be  divided  in  j)roper  divisions,  and  that  each  draw  their, 
money  out  of  the  treasuiy  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
families. 

A  committee  was  chosen  to  regulate  anil  locate  the  schools 
in  the  diiierent  parts  of  the  district.  There  were  Ibrtv-eiiiht 
families  in  the  south  division,  forty-eight  in  the  middle,  the 
same  number  on  Cole's  neck  and  the  back  side  of  the  town, 
and  forty-nine  on  Holbrook's  net:k,  the  islands  and  Pamet 
point,  making  a  total  of  one  hunilred  and  ninoty-ihiee  fami- 
lies. 

The  district  received  a  request  iVom  tlie  selectmen  of  ihe 
town  of  Boston,  to  send  a  connniitee  of  one  man,  to  join  the 
committees  from  the  other  towns  in  this  province,  and  lo 
meet  at  Boston,  on  the  twenty-second  of  Jrieptendjcr,  17GS, 
the  business  then  to  be  made  known." 

'Voted,  that  this  district  will  comply  with  this  re(picsl.' 
Klisha  Doane,  Esq.,  was  appointed  as  tlicir  dclegaie. 

In  17G0,  the  grammar  school  was  continued  by  Mr. 
Greenough,  and  the  common  schools,  on  the  same  contii- 
tions  as  before. 

A  petition  was  sent  to  the  General  Court,  in  conjunction 

*Tliis  Convention  was  licM  at  ranrnil  Hall,  (iovfinor  Ilrrnanl,  in  June, 
17CS,  liad  prorogiicil  and  then  dissolved  the  tinncral  Coim  I,  i)crau.-.«-  tin  y  n  (u.-oil 
to  rescind,  as  they  were  icquircd  to  do,  the  rcsoluiioii  wliicli  gave  Idrlli  to  thr 
circular  letter  from  llielloiisc  of  Representatives  lo  the  Icgihlalivc  asMMnldicM  uf 
the  other  colonies.  A|)|)lication  vv.iti  made  to  the  governor  to  convene  tlieiu  a;^ain, 
but  he  declined  doing  it  without  the  cxjires."*  order  of  the  king.  A  larpc  body  «.f 
troops  h.id  l)een  ordered  to  Boston,  to  enforce  the  various  act-s  of  tr««ie,  at  the 
po\nl  of  the  bayonet.  In  ih'xa  very  critical  state  of  aflairs,  at  the  in-wlanrc  of  liir 
town  of  Boston,  delegates  from  ninety-six  towns  and  eight  districts,  met  at  I'aiicuil 
Hall.  l?eing  a  voluntary  assembly  and  of  romsc  witlmnt  power,  all  llirjr  r«iwlil 
do  was  to  state  their  grievances  Melt  and  feared.'  Beside  aiKlrcusiiig  the  popk?, 
they  sent  an  able  letter  to  Mr.  Dcbert,  agent  of  the  province  in  Kngland,  and  a  |k>- 
tition  to  the  king,  which  they  desire  d  the  agent  to  delivrr  with  hii»  «'«n  liaiul. 
The  convention  sat  about  a  week.  The  day  after  their  ndjournmeni,  two  Hrili»h 
regiments  arrived  in  Boston,  and  before  the  end  of  tiie  year,  the  town  «»«  garri- 
gODed  bv  about  four  thousand  regular  irooji.s. — Il)barCt  Utitory  of  Abtngton. 


uiih  Mr.  Lewis,  to  confirm  tlie  doings  of  the  district  in  re- 
i^ard  to  the  sale  of  the  parsonage  lands,  &c.,  lliat  the  same 
become  valid  and  lawful. 

The  range  or  line  between  tlie  district  and  Truro  was 
j^erambulated.  ; 

Oysters  were  found  in  great  abundance  on  the  flats,  at  the 
first  settlement,  but  at  this  time  the  inhabitants  had  so  in- 
creased, and  sucli  quanliiies  were  taken  for  consumption  and 
for  Boston  market,  that  it  became  necessary,  to  prevent 
their  entire  destruction,  for  the  district  to  take  measures  to 
preserve  and  propagate  them. 

In  1770,  Mr.  Greenough's  Latin  and  Greek  school  was 
continued,  and  £do,  6s.  Sd.  was  ajipropriated  to  support 
the  common  schools,  and  agents  were  appointed  to  employ 
school-masters  and  mistresses,  and  liave  supervision. 

A  petition  was  sent  to  the  governor,  praying  liim  to  ap- 
point a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  district. 

Agents  were  appointed  to  take  care  of  the  Indians'  land. 

Measures  were  taken  to  lessen  the  number  of  rum-sellers. 

In  1771,  £40  was  raised,  to  be  ap])roj)riaied  for  teaching 
leading,  writing  and  cyphering  in  the  district. 

1772.  An  act  liad  been  passed  by  the  General  Court, 
regulating  the  taking  of  oysters  in  Billingsgate  bay.  It  was 
now  voted  by  the  district,  to  ask  the  Court  to  repeal  the  act, 
so  far,  that  in  the  three  snuKner  months  they  shoulil  not  be 
taken  fur  lioston  market,  nor  in  July  and  August  for  the  use 
of  the  inhabitants. 

In  1773,  <£53,  Gs.  Sd.  was  raisetl  for  the  distiict  schools 
and  for  Mr.     rcenough's  Latin  grammar  school,  as  before. 

Fish  were  allowed  to  be  taken  in  the  Herring  orook,  only 
on  Mondays,  \Vcdnesdays  and  Fridays,  except  for  codlisli 
bail. 

The  oyster  fishery,  at  tliis  time,  aj)iiearocl  to  engage  the 
general  attention  of  the  inhabitants.  A  vole  was  passed  to 
the  elfectthal,  wh^iriMs  th'?  oy.sU^r  fishery  in  this  district  was 
tli(^  j)rincip;d  support  dI  many  of  the  inhabitants,  and  ol  great 
advantage  to  the  province  in  general,  and  whereas,  alst),  it 
had  been  greatly  hurt  and  damaged  by  j)ersons  taking  the 


young  oysters,  and.  notwiih^tandln:^  llie  l;i\v  of  the  province, 
would  be  ruined,  if  not  timely  i)reveiited,  it  was  therefore  a- 
greed  to  nnake  and  adopt  by-laws  to  [)reserve  tbeui.  A  com- 
mittee was  chosen  to  enforce  the  penalty  ai^ainst  all  persons 
who  should  violate  the  regulations;  also,  John  Grecnough, 
Esq.,  was  ap[)ointed  to  inform  the  Court  of  Sessions  of  ihe 
proceedings  of  the  people  of  the  district  in  this  matter,  and  lo 
solicit  their  approbation  and  allowance.  They  were  approv- 
ed and  confirmed  by  said  Court,  and  signed  by  the  clerk,  J. 
Bassett. 

In  1774,  letters  were  received  from  the  commince  of 
correspondence  at  Boston,  with  the  voles  and  j)roceedings  ^ 
of  that  town  and  of  a  convention  assembled  there.  The 
district  meeting,  before  which  these  documents  were  Inid, 
voted,  that  a  committee  of  seven  jiersnns  be  rhoscn  to  take 
the  subject  into  their  consideration,  and  report  their  jndg;- 
ment  upon  them  to  the  meeting.  Mr.  Winslow  Lewis, 
Hezekiah  Doane,  Esq.,  Capt.  Elisha  Cobb,  Joseph  Higgins,  i 
Naaman  Holbrook,  Samuel  Smith  and  Ezekiel  Holbrook 
were  appointed. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  the  committee  made  their  report, 
which  being  read,  was  accepted,  ordered  to  be  recorded, 
and  a  cojiy  thereof  sent  to  the  clerk  of  the  committee  of  cor- 
respondence at  Boston.  The  most  jintriniic  resolves  were 
passed  by  the  meeting,  similar  to  those  which  were  adoptod 
at  this  time  by  the  town  of  Easthnm,  in  which  they  pledged 
their  lives  and  property  to  defend  their  rii:hls  and  privileges 
against  the  uulawinl  and  cruel  enactments  and  rcfjuireinents 
of  the  jiarllament  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  lln^y  would  not 
buy,  sell  or  consume  any  of  those  articles  on  w  hich  the  gov- 
ernment had  imposed  unconstitutional  and  uidawful  duiic^. 
Also,  that  they  cordially  approved  of  what  ihe  iiihabitans  of 
Boston  and  other  towns  bail  done  in  the  affair,  and  returned 
to  tliem  their  sincere  thanks. 

Mr.  John  Grcenough  having  sold  a  part  of  a  rhrst  of  tea, 
contrary  to  their  resolves,  made  a  confession  of  hi?  error, 
and  asked  to  be  forgiven  and  restored  \p  their  confidence, 
which,  after  some  lime,  was  granted. 
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Tlie  school  was  conlinueL],  and  tlie  sum  of  £53,  Gs.  Sd. 
uppropiialed  lor  its  support,  and  ihe  district  was  divided  into 
ei^lit  parts  or  school  dislrlcis,  and  one  agent  for  each  was 
clioscn.  It  was  also  voted  that  the  selectmen  should  pro- 
vide a  grammar  school-master.  This  was  the  first  English 
grammar  school. 

New  measures  were  taken,  in  conjunction  with  Easlham, 
for  tlie  regulaticiu  and  preservation  ui"  the  oysters,  and  the 
by-laws  adopted  for  these  purposes  were  apj)roved  and  con- 
lirmed  by  the  Court  of  Sessions. 

A  county  congress  was  held  at  Barnstable,  November  IGih 
of  this  year,  composed  of  delegates  from  the  several  toAvns, 
to  consider  the  condition  of  the  county  and  the  country. 
Messrs.  Winslow  Lewis,  Zoheth  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Major  Hezekiah  Doane  and  Capt.  Elisha  Cobb  were  chosen 
to  represent  the  district  at  this  congress.  On  their  return, 
the  proceedings  of  tliis  body,  with  the  resolves  and  recom- 
mendations of  the  continental  congress,  were  read  several 
times,  when  the  meeting  voted  their  approbation  and  hearty 
cojicurrence  with  said  resolves  and  rccomiriCndalions,  agree- 
able to  the  tcnlli  resolve  of  the  county  congress. 

A  committee  was  then  chosen  to  see  that  these  resolves 
were  carried  into  execution  in  this  district,  and  the  following 
persons  were  chosen:  Mr.  James  Brown,  lOphraim  Covel, 
Timothy  Nye,  J)oct.  Samuel  Nutting,  John  Greenough, 
Esq.,  .lohn  Sweat,  Samuel  Waterman  and  .lonathan  lliggins. 

The  district,  judgirig  it  to  be  improper  for  the  olticers  of 
the  milii;u'\'  company  lo  lioM  commissions  uniicr  the  govern- 
ment of  the  king  of  Englanil,  rc(juired  ihem  to  resign,  which 
lliey  did,  and  chcjice  was  made  of  l^li^ha  Cobb  as  captain, 
Zoheth  Stnith  as  fust,  and  "W  illiam  ChipiDim  as  second  licu- 
lennnt.  'i'lie  disiiiet  rais(,tl  a  sum  ol  mouev  by  snuscripiion 
for  ll]e  sulii.-ring  poor  in  liie  town  of  Boston,  which  port  hatl 
been  shut  u^^by  the  Bri!i.>h  i);nlinmenl. 

The  districts  wcuc  now  ptMiuitied  to  ai^sume  all  the  rights 
;uid  privileges  of  oilier  lowns,  and  clccicd  \Uv\i-  own  repre- 
sentatives. 

1771.    Naainan  llolbrook  and  Col.  J'Jisha  Cobb  were 
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chosen  as  delegates  to  the  Grst  provincial  con^icis,  at  Sa- 
lem, Ociobei  5:1]. 

1775.  Col.  Jiirislia  Cobb  was  chosen  as  a  delegate  to  ihe 
provincial  congress,  at  Cambridge  the  first  dny  ol*  Febru- 
ary, and  at  Waierlown  llie  liiii ly-lir^l  of  July.  ' 

It  was  voted  to  aj)pro|MiaLe  lUO  old  tenor  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  scdiools. 

The  towij  voted  lo  have  a  crrariiiiKir  sciiO(d,:iiid  the  coni- 
raittee  empdoyed  Doct.  Saiuuul  Nutiii)g  to  kct-j)  it  lor  one 
year. 

A  cominittee  was  cho.sLii  to  (111)11  ortlers  to  enforce  obedi- 
ence to  the  military  ollicers  of  the  coiiipanii  s  in  tlic  louu. 
These  rules  recjuired  siitdi  men  as  refused  lu  attend  on  iiain- 
ing  days  to  pay  a  fine  of  five  sljiIJin;_'s.  They  further  [jro- 
vided  that  any  pcisons  who  refu.-ed  lo  j)ny  ilie  fine  i:hould  be 
deemed  Inimical  to  the  country,  and  that  no  one  ouirhi  to 
Jiavc  any  society  or  de;:hngs  with  such  jjcrsoii^. 

A  committee  was  bciii  to  Mr.  Le\'.is,  lo  seed  he  W(juI(1 
abate  any  part  of  his  salary,  in  consecjuence  of  the  scarcity  of 
money  and  the  diiliculty  of  tin;  times. 

In  177G,  the  town  sent  a  pellLion  to  the  (general  Court, 
})rnying  to  hn\'e  their  province  tuK  aba[ed,  owing  lo  the 
scarcity  of  money,  and  tin;  interruption  of  their  u<ual  busi- 
ness in  consc(|uence  of  tlie  war.  'i'hey  stated  in  their  me- 
morial that  they  were  situated  on  the  most  barren  soil  ol  any 
part  of  the  jirovince;  that  all  the  land  capable  of  being  tilled 
would  not  yield  corn  for  more  than  one  (]u;uler  ol  the  inhab- 
itants; that  the  hai  hor,  whii  h  w;is  con\  (;nienl  lor  small  vcs- 
Sfds,  was  the  only  advantage  ih(>y  hiid  lor  carrying  on  iho 
whale  fishery;  that  ihi^  pursuit,  in  v.  iiicli  I  hey  had  employeri 
about  two  iiundied  tons  of  shipping,  and  by  wiiieh  nine-ienihs 
of  the  inhahiianis  obtained  tlieii-  living,  h:id  been  cut  oil'  by 
the  Urilish  men-of-war  which  were  anchored  in  (,';)j)e  Coii 
harbor;  that  nmst  of  ilieir  vessels  wen;  hauled  up  and  peri>ii- 
ing,  while  those  wliieh  h;id  allempleii  lo  gt)  out  hud  hern 
taken;  that  they  were  almost  uiihout  bread  and  other  neces- 
saries of  life:  and  therefore  pravod  that  ihev  mi.:!it  be  rcleas- 
ed  from  pay  nig  the  tax.  . 

IS  *  .  ■  '« 


WAR  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN,  AND  THE  PART  THIS 
TOWiN  TOOK  IN  IT. 

At;reeable  lo  a  lesolve  of  the  General  Court,  (ilint  evei y 
town,  at  a  lull  uieetinjj;  called  lov  llie  jjui'pose,  bhould  obtain 
the  minds  of  the  inhabitanis,  whether  they  desired  lo  be  in- 
dependent of  Great  Britain,)  't  was  voted  by  the  town  of 
>Velineet,  that,  'if  the  honorable  continental  congress  should 
think  propel',  for  the  siifety  of  the  good  people  of  the  united 
colonies,  to  declare  said  colonies  independent  oT  Great  Brit- 
ain, we,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  \\'ell(lcci)  will  sup- 
port them  with  our  lives  and  forlun'.;s.' 

Col.  Elisha  Cobb  and  Mr.  Naanian  Ilolbrook  were  chos- 
en representatives,  and  instructed  lo  use  their  inlluence  for 
this  purpose. 

In  1777,  the  General  Court  made  a  requisition  upon  ihe 
town  for  ten  men  to  serve  in  the  continenial  army.  The 
town  voted  to  hire  money  to  pay  those  men,  who  would  vol- 
untarily enlist  in  the  service,  X4  lawlul  money  per  month. 

Agreeable  lo  an  order  jnissed  by  the  Court,  lo  prevent 
monopoly  and  oppression,  directed  to  the  selectmen,  the 
town  appointed  a  committee  to  lix.  and  regulate  the  prices  of 
the  diiiurent  articles  of  subsistence  and  all  kinds  of  labor; 
also  to  procure  ammunition  and  small  arms. 

Articles  of  confeihnation  and  union  betv.  ecu  the  Unite  d 
Stales  of  America  were  now  being  entered  into  and  adopted 
by  llie  continental  congress.  The  town  w;is  rc(jiiestcd  lo 
express  iheir  minds  upon  ihe  subject;  but  submitted  lo  the 
juilgment  and  wisdom  of  their  rcpK.'siMiialives. 

In  1778,  eighteen  men  were  enlisted  in  the  continent;)! 
army . 

At  the  same  I'me  a  coniniiiiee  was  chosen  (o  draft  and 
send  lo  the  (ieneial  ('(Mirt  a  pciilion  selling  iorlh  ihe  di.'^- 
iressed  circumstances  of  the  inhabiliinls  of  this  place,  and 
j)raying  lor  relief.  iMr.  John  Greenough  was  ilcpulcd  lo 
present  it. 

In  1771),  a  convcMiiion  \^a^  held  at  Cambridge,  lo  foi  in  a 
stnte  consiilulion.     The  in.  w  con-ii(ulion  of  government  was 
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read  lo  the  inroiing  nt  Wellfleet  by  liie  [nodurator,  t:n.l  ihc 
town  iiraiuu]Oijbly  voted  their  approval  of  it. 

A  subscription  was  made  for  Mr.  Lewis,  on  account  of 
tlie  depreclaiioii  of  il)e  ciirrenrv. 

Til  1779,  tiio  Briiisli  .ship-of-war  Somerset  was  stranded 
and  cast  awiiy  on  tlie  b;ick  side,  near  Truio.  The  crew 
were  taken  as  jirisoiu.rs,  and  niarclied  ihroi:i:h  this  town  on 
their  way  to  Dostoii.  They  wcvc  ^.upplicd  v-iih  provisions, 
whicli  were  paid   for  hy  the  2,ovcrnn)ent. 

The  number  of  men  required  of  the  (own  for  the  conli- 
nenlal  service  was  ciihstcd,  and  ten  silver  iUAhvs  paid  to 
each  oftliom,  i:i  athiliion  to  the  jroverninent  wuires. 

The  town  voted  lo  choose  three  delegates  to  rejircscnt 
ihem  ill  the  county  convciilion  to  be  holden  in  the  town  of 
Barnstable;  aud  Jolni  CI i-eenoiii^h,  Jlezekiali  Doane  and 
EHsha  Cobb,  J'^sq.,  were  chosen. 

The  ]v,ev.  Isaiah  Lewis  haviui;  now  become  old  and  fee- 
ble, and  l)ci!;.!:  uuabh>  lo  perfoi  u)  all  the  l.ibors  of  liic  minis- 
try, it  was  voted  that  he  should  be  dismissed;  but,  after  a 
consultation  with  him,  it  was  agreed  thai  lie  should  rc'.inqtiisli 
his  claim  upon  the  town  for  his  salary,  ami  continue  his  pa;- 
li//al  connection.    X'JO  was  voted  for  his  maiuicnanco. 

A  large  committee  was  appointed  to  procure  a  minister. 

A  number  of  pei'sous  belonging  to  this  town  were  lost  m 
the  ship  America;  one  of  ihem  was  William  J)oaue. 

In  178J,  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain,  by  which  the  difTicuIiics  were  adjusted,  atul 
the  indepeudence  of  the  United  Stales  acknowledged. 
Great  iiad  b(3en  the  sulieriiigs  ami  poverty  wiiich  the  war  rc- 
casion(3d,  but  far  out  balancing  iheso  and  all  other  evil.-, 
were  the  blessings  obtained. 

Welllieet  endured  her  full  5liar(,'  of  the  evils  of  war,  and 
partook  as  largely  as  any  oilier  ttnvn  of  the  boncfirs  of  inde- 
pendence and  peace.  The  inhabitants  were  truly  jialrioiic. 
'J'hey  never  for  a  moment  relinquished  theii-  hopes  of  success, 
'i'hey  (lid  not  sink  into  despondency  under  their  privations 
and  sulTeiings.  They  furnished,  according  lo  llieir  ability , 
their  full  proportion  both  for  the  lami  and  the  sea  service. 
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Having  a  pnor  soil,  nnd  ilieir  fisheries  and  commerce  be- 
ing cut  oir,  they  were  reduced  to  such  poveriy  as  to  be 
poorly  able  to  pay  iheir  portion  of  the  pubhc  taxes,  with  the 
ministerial,  school  and  other  charges,  during  the  war  and  for 
some  lime  afierwards.  Soon,  however,  under  the  fostering 
protection  of  our  free  government,  they  again  engaged  in  the 
fisheries;  by  a  vigorous  ]irosecution  of  tliis  brancli  of  indus- 
try on  the  wide  ocean,  and  developing  the  riches  hid  in  tlie 
sands  on  their  shores,  they  recovered  from  their  j)overty  and 
became  prosperous  and  wealihy. 

17S4.  Tlie  committee  who  were  chosen  to  ])rocure  a 
minister,  employed  iMr.  Asa  Packard  to  preach  as  a  candi- 
date for  seltlemrnt.  After  hearing  him  a  number  of  Sab- 
baths, the  church  and  society  unanimously  voted  to  give  him 
a  call,  with  a  salary  of  XI 00  per  annum,  and  X200  settle- 
ment. Mr.  Packard,  after  a  consideration  of  the  subject, 
gave  his  answer  in  the  negative.  He  graduated  at  Harvard, 
1783;  and  afterwards  seiiled  in  Wiscasset,  Maine. 

In  1785,  Mr.  Levi  Whitman,  having  ))reached  to  them  a 
number  of  Sabbaths,  received  a  call  to  settle  with  them  as  a 
coliea-ue  with  iNir.  Lewis,  with  the  same  salary  as  was  of- 
fered to  Mr.  Packard.  Mr.  W  l/itman  desired  the  church 
and  society  to  join  widi  him  and  invite  the  neighboring  min- 
isters to  come  and  keep  a  day  (d'  fasting  and  prayer  with 
them,  and  give  their  advice  in  this  ini[)ortinit  mailer.  Mr. 
Whitman  subscquemly  gave  his  answer  in  the  al'iirmalivc. 

*  Dearly  Beloved  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ: 

'Tlif;  great  and  glorious  (ujcl,  wlio.so  providence  superintends  all 
events,  luivin<r  directed  nnd  sent  me  to  this  place  to  preach  tiie  gospel 
of  Ills  Son,  and  the  cliurcli  and  p»H)i)lo  liavmg  given  nio  a  call  to  bcl- 
tle  with  tiiciii  in  the  work  ol"  the  gosjiel  ininistr}', — taking  the  matter 
into  my  most  perious  consideration,  seeking  direction  from  the  Father 
of  lights,  nnd  the  adviro  of  the  neighboring  ministers,  nnd  all  other 
circninslaiices,— I  U  v\  it  to  he  my  indispensable  duty  to  give  mytelf 
to  the  work  of  the  gosjud  mmi.-try  among  you,  praying  that  grace, 
mercy  and  jience  may  be  muliij)licd  to  yon  through  our  Lord  Jcsus 
Christ,  lo  whom  be  {;lury  forever  uiul  ever.  Amen! 

'LEVI  WHITMAN.' 

*  WELLfLEET,  Fcbniari/  23J,  17d3.' 
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Mr.  Whitman  was  ordained  the  ihirtconih  day  of  April, 
1785.  Tlie  follow  ing  churches  were  sent  for  to  assist  in  this 
solemnity:  the  west  church  in  Dosion,  ilu  churches  in  Kan- 
over,  Kingston  and  Pen. broke,  the  third  church  in  Bridge- 
water,  and  all  the  churches  in  the  county  (A'  Uariulahlc. 
Dea.  Gross  and  Capt.  liandin  were  a  coniujiitee  to  agree 
with  some  person  to  make  provision  for  the  council. 

Petitions  wei'e  preferred  to  the  (Jeneral  Comi  for  various 
objects;  among  others,  to  prevent  the  people  belonging  lo 
other  towns  from  taking  oysters  and  other  shell-lisli  in  our 
bay.  llev.  Mr.  Whitman  and  Mr.  Samuel  W  aterman  were 
a  committee  lo  draw  up  said  petition. 

In  176G,  Capt.  ^V'inslow  Lewis  was  allowed  X.),  I3s.  Sc/., 
the  balance  due  to  him  fur  the  use  of  his  house  and  the  at- 
tendance of  his  family  at  Mi'.  \\'hilinan's  orilinalion ;  and 
Dea.  Gross  was  [)aid  fur  five  days  work  performed  on  the 
same  occasion. 

Kev.  Isaiah  Lewis  died  this  year,  aged  eighty-three  years. 
He  was  a  native  of  Ilingham.  lie  continued  in  the  minis- 
try here  fifty-five  years,  during  which  lime  he  solemnizml 
two  hundred  and  thirly-ihrce  marriages,  and  two  hundred 
and  nineteen  members  were  added  to  die  church.  He  pos- 
sessed a  strong  njind,  and  a  heart  devoted  lo  the  work  of 
the  gospel,  in  which  he  labored  diligently  and  with  success. 
It  does  not  ap[)ear  how  large  the  chuich  was  at  his  deaih. 

The  line  was  run  between  this  town  and  Truro,  and  new 
bounds  were  erected. 

A  committee  was  chosen  to  take  care  of  ami  regulate  the 
Herring  brook. 

In  1767,  the  Rev.  Levi  "\Vhitnjan  was  chosen  a  represen- 
tative to  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  the  state. 

The  town  agreed  with  Capt.  Hamlin  to  take  the  steeple 
ofi'  of  the  meeting-house  and  slop  it  fiom  leaking,  for  five 
dollars.  He  was  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  if  the  work  was  not 
completed  by  ihe  last  day  of  .luly. 

The  town  was  divided  into  eight  districts  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  schools,  and  two  men  were  chosen  in  each 
district  as  a  committee. 


Tilo  districts  were  located  as  follows:  1.  The  uvo  is- 
lands, with  the  families  of  Joseph  Hatch,  Thomas  Higgins 
iiiid  Paiue  iiiggliis.  2.  All  the  families  from  ihe  first  dis- 
trict westward  of  tfie  county  road  and  northward  of  Joseph 
Parcie's.  3.  All  eastw aiiJ  of  the  coiinly  road  anil  north- 
ward of  Rehecca  Thomas'.  4.  Included  iNJoses  Lewis, 
Sa::iue:  Waterman,  and  all  westward  of  the  road  from  Sime- 
on Aiwood's  to  Barnabas  Youn^^'s.  5.  From  the  last  limits 
to  Seth  Hopkins'.  6.  Included  David  Holb;ook,  Sanjuel 
Baker,  Jb^lisha  iiigford,  and  all  to  ilie  southward  as  far  as 
Simeon  Newcomb,  Jr's.  7.  Joseph  Smith,  and  southward 
to  lake  in  James  Brown  and  Samuel  Watts.  8.  All  the  re- 
mainder to  Blackfish  creek. 

The  schools  were  continued  through  the  war,  and  more 
or  less  sums  were  ajipropriated  for  their  support,  according 
as  the  means  could  be  obtained.  A  greater  interest  was 
now  felt  in  the  education  of  the  youth,  and  more  money  was 
devoted  for  this  purpose.  The  town  was  rapidly  recovering 
from  the  clFectsof  the  war;  new  vessels  haii  been  oblaiiied 
and  were  employed  in  the  wdiale  and  other  fisheries;  and  im- 
])rovcments  were  eflccied  in  the  public  and  private  concerns 
of  the  inhabitants.  * 

In  1792  it  was  agreed  to  repair  and  paint  the  meeting- 
house, to  erect  a  jiorch  in  front  large  enough  to  admit  two 
flights  of  steps,  and  ])eus  in  iViMit  ot  the  galleries,  'i'he 
common  business  of  the  inhabitants  was  conilucled  with  zeal 
and  success.     Samuel  V/ateiinau,  and  Capt.  Lewis 

were  emj)!o)(;il  to  lake  a  j)lan  ol'  the  town,  agreeable  to  tlie 
reijuirement  of  the  General  Court.  The  votes  of  the  town 
were  given  in  favor  of  the  revision  of  the  constitution. 

The  town  \ otcd  to  give  the  Rev.  Mr.  AVhitmau  a  horse, 
not  to  exceed  in  viiliie  sixiy  dnlhirs.  On  account  of  the  de- 
preciatif)u  ol  money  at  dilicieut  times,  the  town  granted  hnn 
an  allowance. 

New  rcnuls  were  laiil  out,  and  suitable  provision  was  made 
for  the  ])(M)r  of  the  i(n\n.  as  before.    •  , 

In  ITDo  the  town  \  ()ted  jiot  to  assess  any  tax,  but  to  jiay 
the  state  tax  and  town  expenses  by  the  sale  of  the  town 
lands  and  meadow.         *^    *       *'  , 
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In  jS02  ihc  number  of  vesseii  owned  in  ^V'eHfltot  was 
iwc'ity-five.  Five  were  en^n^ed  in  liic  \v|j;.Ie  fishery  in  liie 
siraits  of  lielleisle  and  Newlonnulanil.  Tliey  carried  ibcir 
salt,  and  if  they  conid  not  load  up  with  whale  (jil  ihey  inadt; 
lip  the  voyei,:^e  wiih  cotifisli.  One  (jf  ihe^e  vcb^els  was  one 
hundred  tons,  thi  ee  of  iheni  seveniy-fjve,  and  one  firty-sevcn. 
There  were,  also,  four  vessels  of  about  forty  tons  each,  en- 
gaged chiefly  in  the  cod  and  mackerel  fishery.  Four  njore, 
of  about  thirty  tons  each,  were  employed  in  carrying  oysters 
to  Boston,  Salem,  Newburyport  and  Portland.  There  were 
twelve  other  small  vessels,  of  from  sixteen  [a  twenlv-livc 
tons,  ensini;ed  in  the  mackerel  and  cod  and  oilier  tlsheries  i<- 
round  the  Cape. 

ISOG.     The  town  ai^reed  to  enlari^e  and  repair  the  incL'i-* 
ing-housc,  and  a  commitiee  was  chosen  to  s(!])t.Minlend  the 
work,  viz:  Capt.  Lewis  llamlin,  A\'ill:am  Cole,  Jr.,  Thoinay, 
lligi^ins,  od,  Capl.  Lemuel  Newcomb  and  .iosiali  \\'hilman. ' 
The  new  pews  we:e  sold  at  vendue  for  $2,5J0  61  more  than 
the  expenses.    The  town  voied  to  give  Mr.  W  hitman  a  new 
and  complete  suit  of  cloilies. 

1S07.    The  (own  was  (ii\  i(led  Into  five  school  districts, 
conlainimr  one  hundred  and  ninei v-eii:ht  I'amilies. 

EPISCOPAL  METHODIST  f^OCIKTV. 

This  town  was  first  vi.-ited  by  ilie  Rev.  IioImm-I  Val!ale\  , 
in  1797,  who  was  tiion  appoinled  to  liiLior  in  Frovincei('\uj 
and  the  vicinity,     lie  j)rcached  several  limes  in  this  place. 

He  was  followed  by  the  Itcv.  .Messrs.  Rickhuvv,  W'cc!.-, 
IJroadhead,  Snelling,  AVillnrd,  and  others. 

In  1S07  ^Vcllfleet  was  made  a  pai  t  (;f  Ilarw  idi  rircnil. 
The  iicv.  Joel  Sieele  was  the  fust  who  travelled  the  circuit. 
He  was  followed  l)y  Uev.  11.  Oli.-,  who  v.as  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Joseph  A.  Merriil,  diirin-  VdYJ  and  '!(».  In  1^1 
AV'elHleet  was  made  a  liicuit  in  conneclion  wiili  Tr;iio, 
which  continued  milil  1S27,  wlu  n  it  was  made  a  sialioo  by 
itself.  The  eluncli  was  organized  in  1802,  arid  contained 
three  persons,  but  the  nunjber  soon  Increased  to  ten. 

Mr.  Ephrai  n  Higirins  was  the  fnsl  c!j:>s-I(?ader.  Tlioy 
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continued  to  meet  together  for  mutual  edification  and  to  hear 
the  wcrd  preached,  and  their  numher  gradually  increased. 

Exhorting  one  another  daily,  they  wore  coniforted  and 
strengthened.  In  1S04  they  were  blessed  with  a  revival, 
and  a  nuiuber  were  added  to  the  church.  This  gave  a  new 
imoulse  to  their  faith  and  zeal  to  labor  for  the  salvation  of 
sinners,  for  u  honi  Chi'ist  died.  In  It  06  they  were  again 
visited  ulih  a  revival  of  religion,  and  a  gradual  increase  of 
religious  infiueuce  followed,  when  in  ISIO  many  v.ere  con- 
verted to  God  and  added  to  the  church. 

They  now  found  that  it  was  necessary  to  procure  a  suita- 
ble plnce  of  worshi}),  (having  up  to  ihis  lime  met  in  private 
dwellings,)  and  having  obtained  a  site,  in  1S17,  they  suc- 
ceeded in  erecting  a  house  of  woraliij)  on  the  hill  norih  of 
the  village,  foit)-  feet  by  ihirty-eigiit.  This  was  the  first 
meeting-house  erected  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
in  WclKleet. 

It  was  dedicaied  to  the  worship  of  God  in  November,  by 
the  Rev.  George  Pickering.  At  this  lime,  including  the 
branch  in  Truro,  ihere  weie  one  hundred  and  sixly-four 
members  in  ihe  ch.urch.  This  house  was  soon  filled  willi 
willing  hearers,  and  the  society  were  blessed  uiih  a  p.ious, 
devoted  and  laborious  minislry. 

From  IS17  lo  1S2I,  great  prosjierity  attended  ihis  cIuutIi 
and  society;    ihe  good  seed  was  sov.n  in  lunny  liearls,  many 
of  whom  now  live  to  witness  that  God  Iialh  power  on  carih 
to  foi-give  sin.     This  was  a  time  in  the  histor\' of  liiis  church 
which  never  will  be  erased  from  the  uii  ntory  (d'  those  who 
witnessed  it.    From  this  lime  the  t  hnrch  (miJovchI  seasons  of 
refreshing  from  the  presence  oi'  the  Lord  and  ihe  glory  of 
liis  power,  and  such  numbeis  were  aihled,  iluit  the  Ikmisc 
was  found  msufiicient  lo  hold  lho<(^  who  deshed  to  woisliip 
in  it.     Il  was  cnlarg(Mi  In   l^Jl),  so  as  lo  make  it  si\i}'  iVct 
b}'  lliirty-eight,  conuiining  se\eniy  pews  on  llie  lloor,  wilh 
galleries  on  both  si(lc\s  uml  [\n-  ilie  singcis.     It  was  dedicaied 
lo  the  worship  oi  (.»od  in  December,  by  Rev.  F.  Lonibr.rd, 
then  jireacher  in  charge.     The  number  in  the  chinch  at  this 
limo  was  one  hundred  and  ihirly-Gvc.    They  were  now 


blessed  with  faiiliful  inini^tei-s,  and  a  disi)osili()ii  was  mani- 
fested by  llie  cliurcli  lo  co-oj)cnite  \\ iih  ihuiii  in  ilie  salvaiioii 
of  sinners.  In  IS34  God  revived  liis  work  ai^uin,  and  u 
goodly  number  were  added  lo  ihe  church. 

In  1842  and  '13  ilie  j)e()ple  wui  e  vi.^itcd  with  a  i:rcaler  dis- 
play of  God's  power  and  mercy  in  the  conversion  of  sin- 
ners, than  iiad,  probably,  ever  been  witnessed  since  llie  set- 
tlement of  llie  town.  It  is  sup|)0sed  that  about  two  hundred 
persons  were  the  subjects  of  it.  One  liundred  and  twciiiy- 
five  were  added  to  the  Methodist  church,  and  oiher.s  to  the 
Congregational  church. 

The  old  house  now  being  too  small,  and  the  site  not  so 
eligible,  it  was  determined  to  take  it  down  and  build  a  new 
one,  suflicieully  large  to  accommodate  ail  who  rnii;hl  desire 
lo  worship  in  i[. 

Willi  the  divine  blessini:  the  house  was  built.  It  is  sixty- 
seven  feet  by  fifiy-sevt'ii,  ami  contains  one?  bundled  and 
eighteen  jiews  on  the  llooi",  wiih  naileries  on  bolh  side>,  and 
at  ttie  end  opposite  the  pulpit,  for  iIh,'  choir,  'i'he  pulpit  is 
neat,  in  imitation  of  marble  ;  in  the  rear  of  \\lii(  h  is  a  lu-au- 
tiful  painting.  The  altar  is  of  mahogany.  The  pe\ss  are 
painted  pea-green  and  capjied  with  malio'^aiiy. 

The  outside  is  of  the  Grecian  order,  with  a  lower  and 
bell.  The  basement  is  of  brick,  with  two  convenient  ves- 
tries above  the  ground,  ou(^  thirl}  -seven  by  ihirly-eiulit  feet, 
with  three  hundred  seats;  the  other  ihiriy-seven  by  eighteen 
feet,  with  one  hundred  seats,  and  separated  by  folding-doors, 
so  that  thev  may  be  thrown  into  oiie  wIumi  necessary.  This 
house  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  (iod,  December  f^, 
1S43,  by  the  Rev.  Paul  Townseud. 

It  is  a  most  conveui(?nt  house,  and  'situated  in  the  cnntral 
and  mo^t  j)Ieasant  part  of  lhetf)wu.  Tiie  presf^ul  number 
of  the  church  is  three  hundred,  and  the  congregation  is  large 
and  res[iectable. 

The  following  ministers  have  been  appointed  to  ih<^  church 
and  society  in  succession. — 

1807 —  Rev.  .Toel  Steele. 

1808 —  Krastus  Otis. 
19 
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1809,  '10  and  'U—Joseph  A.  Merrill. 

1812—  Robert  Arnold. 

1813—  Klius  Marble. 

1814—  B.  Otheman. 

1815—  H.  Pierce. 
ISIG— Orin  Roberts. 
1817 — Benjamin  Keith. 

1818  and  '19— Ephraim  Wiley. 
1820  and  '21— Edward  Flide. 

1822  and  '23— L.  Bennet.  ' 
,    1824— J.  G.  Atkins. 

1825  and  '26— Lewis  Bates. 
^  1827  and  '28— Joel  Steele.  • 

1829  and  '30— B.  F.  Lombard. 

1831—  N.  S.  Spaulding.  ' 

1832—  Squire  B.  Haskell. 

1833—  H.  Brownson. 

1834  and  '33- W.  Emerson. 
183G— B.  F.  Lombard. 
1837  and  '38— FL  Perry. 
1839— J.  M.  Bidwell. 
1840  and  '41— Paul  Townscnd. 
1842  and  '43— J.  Cady.' 

In  1808  it  was  voted  to  give  Mr.  Whiininn  $r)00  to  ask  a 
dismission  from  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  ihe  town,  and  if 
he  ^vonld  not  accept  of  this,  to  give  him  nothing.  Uj)on 
which  he  gave  the  following  answer: — • 

'  In  consequence  of  tiic  vote  of  the  town  oi"  Welltleet,  inakino; 
me  an  ofTcr  of  J^HOO,  I  request  of  tlio  town  a  discliarj^e  IVoni  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  and  tliat  all  connection  with  liictown  as  mmi.-tcr  may 
cease  upon  the  reception  of  the  said  sum.* 

He  labored  in  the  ministry  i wriity-thr(^o  vcnrs,  duiiiig 
which  lime  thirty-three  nuMiihcrs  were  mlded  to  the  church, 
and  lie  solemnized  iwo  IniiuirtMl  and  v-two  marriages. 
After  this  Mr.  AVhitman  resided  in  Kingston,  where  lie  died 
in  1838,  aged  92. 


•  rmni.''lie.i  \>\  ]U\.  J.  Cidy. 


At  ilie  lime  of  his  disiuisiiuii  Jouailiaii  Ilij^iiiiis  and  Jo^iali 
Kicli  were  deacons  ol"  llie  cliiiiclj.  Tln-re  were  leii  male 
and  lliiily-niiie  lernjde  ineinbeis. 

Mr.  Tinioihy  Davis  was  Ijeiiid  as  a  candidate,  to  ulioni 
ihe  church  and  society  iiave  an  unaniinous  cad  lu  settle  wiili 
them  as  a  minister  of  the  Jiospel,  and  voted  to  give  him 
$500  as  a  settlement  and  $«]00  yearly  ns  his  salary,  'i'o 
this  call  Mr.  Davis  uave  the  following  answer: — 

'  1  riuw  inforrn  llio  cliiircli  aiul  town  oC  Welltl-'ct  tliai  I  jiave  re- 
ceived from  your  comniiltec  an  invitation  to  houIo  with  vou  in  the 
ministry  of  the  gospel,  to^f-tiicr  witii  your  j)roj)osals  niakiny  provision 
lor  niy  settlement  and  support.  Conscious  of  the  arJuous  and  impor- 
tant duties  which  are  incunibi-nt  on  a  minister  of  the  gospel  of  Chri.-t, 
and,  I  trust,  depend iiiir  on  divine  assistance  and  direction,  I  give  my 
answer  to  your  invitation  :n  the  afRrmativo,  humbly  praying  iliat  (ioci 
would  make  mo  an  in^itrument  of  promoting  your  editjcalic»n  in  ChriiJ- 
tian  faitli  and  obedience.  I  ask  your  prayers  that  he  would  be  pleas- 
ed to  overrule  my  tieitlcuient  with  you  fit"  no  une.xpeclt'd  event  inter- 
vene to  prevent  it,)  for  his  glory  and  our  mutual  good. 

''n.MO'i'llV  DAVIS.' 

'  WtLLFi.EKT,  October  tn,  \i:OS: 

A  committee  was  now  chosen  to  make  provi.^ion  for  the 
ordination,  to  provide  a  house  for  tlie  enterlainmenl  of  the 
council,  and  to  write  to  the  seveial  chuiches  lor  as  many 
ministers  and  delegates  as  might  necessarily  he  called,  ('apt. 
Jose})h  Ihdbrook,  Thomas  lliggins,  Jil,  ami  Samuel  Iliilcr 
ivere  the  committee. 

Mr.  Davis  was  a  native  of  A\  icntliam,  L-raduated  at  Har- 
vard in  IbOl,  and  was  ordained  Noveml)er  U),  1808.  'i'he 
churches  represented  hy  their  ministers  and  delegates.  \'. ere, 
Sandwich,  IJarnstable,  Yarmouth,  Harwich,  I>rcwslcr,  Chal- 
ham,  Orleans,  Ilaslhani,  Truro,  I'rovincetow  n  and  ^^'rcnt• 
ham.  liev.  Mr.  Simpkins  made  the  iiitrodiicioi y  prayer; 
]tev.  Mr.  Fi^ke  delivered  the  sermon;  Rev.  >Jr.  Damon 
made  the  consecrating  |)rayer  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Durt  uave  the 
charge;  Rev.  Mr.  Shaw  the  lellowbhip  of  the  «  hui ciics,  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Waterman  made  the  concluding  prayer. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  town  respectfully  jietition  the  pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  'to  suspend  tlie  embargo,  either 
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v-holiy  or  partially,  according  to  (he  power  vested  in  him  by 
congress,  or  that  lie  call  that  body  together  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration.'  The  se- 
lectmen signed  the  petition  in  behalf  of  the  town,  and  sent 
it  to  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

In  1S12,  war  having  been  declared  by  our  government  a- 
gainst  Great  Britain,  this  town  unanimously  made  choice  of 
three  men  to  draw  up  a  petition  to  the  governor  of  the  com- 
monwealth, praying  that  if  the  miiilia  companies  in  the  towns 
of  Orleans,  Eastham,  Wellfleet  and  Truro  should  be  called 
into  actual  service,  they  might  be  stationed  in  some  of  these 
towns  for  a  defence  against  the  enemy;  and  a  coj)y  ol  the 
proceedings  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  other  three  towns. 

In  1314,  the  British  ships  of  war,  cruisers  and  tenders 
being  in  the  bay,  and  threaleiiing  to  land  and  burn  the  town, 
measures  were  taken  for  tlieir  security,  and  a  large  commit- 
tee of  safety  was  chosen  to  watch  the  enemy  and  use  such 
means  as  were  in  their  power  for  the  public  protection  and 
security. 

In  1815  the  town  empowered  the  selectmen  to  invite  the 
towns  of  Easlham  and  Truro  to  join  them  in  i  emonsiraling 
against  the  jjctiiion  of  the  town  of  Provincetown  to  the  Gen- 
eral Couit,  respecting  the  hshcries  near  that  town. 

A  petition  was  sent  to  the  postmaster-general  to  have  the 
posl-oliice  removed  to  Caj)t.  Robert  Kemp's. 

The  chuich  joined  the  other  chuiches  in  the  county  in  a 
petition  to  the  General  Court  for  liberty  to  sell  and  divide 
the  Ilersey  doniuion.  •• 

181 G.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
on  the  petition  of  tlie  Methodist  sociriv,  that  those  members 
who  had  been  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  Congregational 

*  Port.  Hortipy  I'f  li.n n>;tal>li'  •^■.wn  l>y  In-  will  all  liislarpe  propprly  to  tlie  Con- 
gregatii)n:il  ili(ircli(-»  in  the  (  >>iini\  >  I  I '<anisl:tlil(' ,  ilir  iiu-oine  nf  w liicli  \\ as  (o  be 
divided  niinually  arntrdiii;;  Id  iIic  iiii.-inr  >i  lu-  did,  during  Ins  profrs.sionnl  life,  in 
each  town.  The  propn  l y  was  IrU  to  thi-  carr  of  tlip  doHroDH  collcrtively,  who 
met  oncft  u  yoar  on  jhr  |)r«'nii>es  to  hire  it  out,  tln'ii  timr,  travri  and  otlirr  expens- 
es l)ring  |)aid  from  the  inconir,  which  nearly  consumed  llic  whole.  The  portion 
wliich  fi  ll  to  tlii.-<  cliurch  llir  division  and  f^ale  ot"  the  projirrty  was  ^300.  Tho 
iiiieicbt  uf  thia  has  generally  been  c.\|)cndwd  in  buoKHTur  the  ^abbalb  tchuol. 
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minister  might  have  the  tax  refiiiited,  aiuJ  the  rcfjucsi  was 
granted. 

In  1817  the  Ilev.  Mr.  Davis  addressed  liie  following  to 
his  parish: — 

•  To  the  Selectmtn  oftht  Town  of  Ji'dljUel : 

'  Ge.ntleme.n:— Please  to  inlbrin  my  parishioners,  that,  desirouH  to 
promote  both  their  teinporal  and  eternal  wollare,  I  anj  willing',  (or 
present,  to  make  an  abatement  in  my  salary  of  fifty  dollars  a  vrar. 
I  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  I  do  not  relinquish  my  rijjht  to 
any  part  of  my  bal-iry.  It  is  my  intention,  however,  to  make  tho 
abatement,  above  mentioned,  as  long  as  I  live,  or  as  long  as  I  am  llitMr 
minister,  provided  that  I  and  my  family  can  live  comfortably  without 
it.  But  if,  at  any  future  time,  my  necessities  recpiire  it,  1  shall  consid- 
er  myself  entitled  to  my  whole  salary.  'TIMOTHV  DA\'lS.' 

'VVellkleet,  Jajii/ar^r  \sl,  181t'.' 

1820.  Reuben  Arey,  Eiq.,  was  chosen  as  a  delegate  to 
meet  the  delegates  from  the  other  towns  in  the  slate,  in  con- 
vention at  Boston,  November  15,  to  revise  the  ccjnsiimiicjn. 

The  revised  consliimion  being  snbtnined  to  tln^  town  lor 
their  approval,  they  unanimou.-ly  voted  in  favt^r  of  all  except 
the  fomth  and  tenth  aiiiclcs. 

1821.  By  order  of  the  General  Court  a  valuation  of  the 
ratea'ule  pi-oj)('rty  in  the  town  was  taken  by  Kleazer  Ili:;- 
gins,  Samuel  Rider  and  Reuben  Arey,  K-(|.,  who  were  chos- 
en and  sworn  for  this  purpose. 

This  year  the  present  Congregational  meeting-house  was 
built.     It  is  large  and  commodious,  and  has  a  tower  and  bell. 

In  1827  a  new  school  distiict  was  formed  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town,  north  of  Blackfi^h  creek,  under  the  name 
of  the  seventh  district.  It  contained  tweniy-two  families. 
It  was  votecl  that  the  agents  in  the  several  districts  should  be 
a  comnnitlee  to  take  care  of  the  schools. 

A  conuniltee  was  chosen  to  examine  the  roads  in  the  town. 
Dinicuhies  had  arisen,  for  the  want  of  records  of  the  road.-! 
as  they  were  originally  laid  out,  which  made  it  necessary  lo 
establish  them  for  the  fulure.  iyi':;hlecn  roads  were  surveyed 
and  defined,  and  accepted  by  the  town  according  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  committee,  Josiuli  Whitman,  Reuben  Arey  and 
Thomas  Higgins. 
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Articles  of  faiili  were  adopted  and  signed  by  the  church, 
which  were  truly  sound  and  orthodox.  Future  apphcants 
for  aduiiision  were  to  be  required  to  acknowledge  and  sign 
ihem. 

In  1S23  it  was  voted  that  no  person  should  be  licensed  in 
the  town,  the  ensuing  year,  to  retail  spirituous  liquors  or 
wine.  It  was  also  voted  to  build  a  foot  biidge  over  iilack- 
fjoh  creek. 

1S29.  It  was  voted  that  the  petition  of  Josiah  Whitman 
and  others  in  regard  to  the  oysters  be  passed  by,  with  the 
advice  that  no  person  steal  the  same. 

The  school  prudential  committees  were  forbidden  to  draw 
from  the  town  treasury  any  nioney  to  pay  lo  teachers  who 
n'cre  not  approbated  by  the  scliool  committee  of  the  town. 
Liberty  was  given  to  build  tombs  in  (he  burying-yard. 

1831.  No  books  were  allowed  to  be  introduced  into  the 
schools  without  the  appiobalion  of  the  school  commiitce. 

Benjamin  Y.  Atwood  had  liber;y  to  build  a  wharf  at  Black 
rock. 

Isaiah  Iv.  Baker  petitioned  the  (own  for  assistance  to  build 
a  bridge  from  Griflin's  island  lo  tlie  main  lanel. 

Agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  CJeneral  Court,  calling  on 
the  inhabilaiils  ol  the  several  towns  lo  express  their  minds 
ior  01'  against  the  acceptance  of  an  article  of  amendment  of 
ihe  constitution,  changing  the  conimtjucemcnl  of  the  political 
year  from  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  lo  ihe  fust  Wednes- 
day of  January,  the  town  voted  unanimously  in  favor  of  the 
j)roposed  alteration. 

March  IS,  ISJO,  the  Rev.  Mr.  J)avis  informed  the  church 
of  his  desii'c  and  intention  of  leaviuL;  llicm,  oliering  a  varie- 
ty ol  consiilerations  winch  had  coiivniced  liim  ibai  it  was  his 
duty  to  seek  a  dissolution  ol  the  conneclion,  and  riMpiestcd 
lhal  a  mutual  council  juight  he  called  lor  this  purpose — lo 
w  hich  ie(p)r>t  as>rnt  was  given.  The  council  met  at  his 
house,  April  I>l,  .and,  aller  due  considcralion,  dissolved  the 
l)asloral  conneclion  between  ihem,  and  gave  him  the  usual 
rerommendaiion  as  a  good  and  laithlul  minister  ol  ihe  gos- 
pel. 


Mr.  Davis  labored  lierc  in  iho  rniiiistry  ivventy-iwo  years, 
during  vvhicli  one  hundred  and  sixty  were  added  to  ihc 
cliurcl).  lie  adn)inislered  liaptisni  to  three  Imndred  ami 
Ibrty-six  persons,  and  solemnized  two  liundicd  and  hUy  uiar- 
riages.  He  was  much  lespeclcd  and  beloved  by  his  people, 
and  it  was  deeply  regretted  that  circumstances,  which  in  no 
degree  allected  his  minlslcrinl  or  christian  charnctcr,  should 
render  the  sepaialion  necessary.  He  is  still  living;  and  la- 
boring in  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  tli'.^  slate  of  Maine. 

After  this  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harlow  supplied  the  ilesk  a  num- 
ber of  weeks,  and  was  I'ollowed  about  the  same  time  by  Mr. 
Hulchins,  when  a  call  was  given  to  tlie  i»ev.  S(<>pben  liailcy, 
who  accepted  it  and  commenced  his  labors  here,  ,Iune  17, 
1830,  and  was  dismissed  at  bis  own  rcfpiesl  in  18JS.  Dur- 
ing his  ministry  here  one  huiiilreil  and  tliiriy-iv\ o  were  iidded 
to  the  church.  Since  his  dismission  he  has  been  enijduyed 
as  an  agent  by  the  Seamen's  Friend  Society. 

December  4,  18oo,  the  second  Congregational  ciiurch  was 
organized  in  the  soutli  p^rl  of  the  town,  and  foriy-two  me-m- 
bers  were  dismissed  from  the  old  church  for  the  [)urpose. 
A  commodious  house  of  worship  was  erected. 

They  had  no  ordained  pastor  until  May  Gih,  when 
Mr.  Isaac  A.  I>assett  was  ordained  over  them.  Previous  to 
this  lime  they  had  been  suj)plied  by  a  succession  ol  minis- 
ters— Rev.  Timothy  Davis,  Rev.  .lolin  Orcult,  iu.v.  V.. 
Pratt,  Rev.  S.  Hanly  and  Rev.  W'ooster  W  illey.  Mr.  lias- 
sett  continued  with  them  but  one  year. 

They  have  enjo}ed  revivals  of  i('li;:ion  at  dillerent  peri- 
ods, es[)ecially  iluiin:;  the  supply  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Orenit, 
when  a  large  number  were  added  t(j  the  church.  The  pres- 
ent number  is  one  hundred  and  .-ixty. 

The  Rev.  Ilem-v  \'aidiouten  is  now  the  acting  pallor  ol 
the  chinch  and  society,  whose  labors  have  l)een  l)les>ctl. 

In  18.jI  a  Methodist  meeting-house  was  bin  It  in  this  pari 
of  the  town,  but  their  iiuinber  being  small,  they  were  not 
able  to  sustain  the  ministry,  and  the  house  has  been  vacated 
for  a  number  of  years. 

June  IS,  1838,  the  first  church  gave  a  call  to  Rev.  Jo- 
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seph  ?vleiTill  to  become  iheir  pastor.  He  remained  about 
one  year,  when  at  iiis  )-e(|ucst  the  connection  was  dissolved. 
During  this  time  tliirty-five  members  were  added  to  the 
church.  Mr.  Merrill  graduated  at  Dartmouth  college  in 
1S06. 

After  this  Mr.  '\\'illiam  H.  Adams  was  heard  as  a  candi- 
date, received  a  call  from  the  church  and  society,  and  was 
ordained  February  17,  1S4U;  and  was  dismissed  at  his  own 
request,  in  1841,  and  recoqimended  to  the  conlidence  and  af- 
fection of  the  churches,  wherever  he  might  be  called  to  labor 
in  the  gospel  ministiy.  Fourteen  members  were  admitted 
to  the  church  by  him. 

In  IMay,  1842,  eighteen  members  were  added  by  Rev. 
S.  Hai'dy,  and  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  nine  more 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Eoyter — in  August,  five  by  Rev.  Mr.  Bassett. 
In  the  winter  of  1843,  Rev.  George  Clark  labored  here,  and 
ihirty-nine  members  were  admitted  to  the  church. 

February  20th,  1843,  the  church  and  society  gave  a  call 
to  the  Rev.  John  Dodd,  to  settle  with  them  as  their  pastor. 
Mr.  P.  G.  Atw'ood  and  Doct.  J.  Mitchell  were  ap|)ointed 
as  a  con)mittee  to  communicate  their  doings  to  him.  He 
was  installed  over  them  October  ISih,  by  a  council  conven- 
ed lor  the  purpose.  The  council  was  composed  of  the  lol- 
lowing  churches  and  ministers:  Brewster,  Rev.  Mr.  \Vil- 
liams;  Oileans,  Rev.  Mr.  ^Vhile;  l^a.siham,  Rev.  Mr. 
Pratt;  South  WelKleet,  Rev.  Mr.  Vanhouten;  North 
Truro,  Mr.  iNlyrick;  Truro;  Marlborough  Chajiel,  lioston; 
Haverhill,  Rev.  Mr.  Finney;  Fitchburg,  Rev.  Mr.  Clark; 
Ashburnhnm,  Rev.  Mr.  Cole. 

Since  the  connnenccment  of  the  present  century,  tlic 
Lord  in  his  iireat  mercy  has  often  blessed  tiiis  people  by  the 
visitation  ol  his  giace,  and  rovivtMl  his  work  among  them. 
The  church  now  contains  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  mem- 
bers, and  the  jiarish  is  large  and  attentive  to  the  public  wor- 
shij)  of  God.  Th(^  sabhaih  school  and  bible  classes  are  at- 
tended by  larg(^  numbers,  both  ol  adtilis  and  children. 

The  cause  ol  temperance  is  advancing,  and  it  is  believed 
that  none  of  the  fishing  vessels  which  sail  from  the  harbors 
take  any  kind  of  intoxicating  drinks  with  them. 
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The  church  have  labored  to  put  an  erul  botli  lo  the  trafljc 
and  use  of  all  iuloxicaiiu j;  drinks.  Strong  rciohilions  have 
been  passed  by  the  church  in  regard  lo  the  use  and  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverai^e,  as  beini;  iucoiisiblent  with 
the  piinciples  oi"  nioraliiy  and  religion.  ^     •  ,  ^ 

'l.st.  That  tins  sin,  like  all  olliers,  should  Iji;  rubiikecl,  in  lii^Mi 
places  and  low  places,  privately  and  publicly;  ami  thai  lln.s  church 
will  juslily  its  uiembers  in  rebukni;;  it  wlienevcr  and  wlit-rfvor  it 
Avould  be  proper  lo  rebuke  any  other  but  always  in  the  ispirit  ot' 
brotherly  kindness  and  charity. 

'•^d.    Tiial  tins  cliurch  rcL^ird  it  as  their  duty  to  use  all  christian  | 
measures,  in  their  power,  to  remove  as  soon  as  practicaalo  all  vestiges 
of  this  evil  I'rom  among  us.' 

■  •  i  • 
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EDUCATION. 

No  mcnlion  is  made  of  a  school  in  this  pan  of  tiie  to\Tn 
of  Easlhani  umil  1700,  ^vhen  i'm'  inliahilani-:  peiiiioned  the 
town  to  have  one  set  up  her^j.  The  town  j^ianled  the  re- 
quest, with  lha  condition  lliat  lliey  sliould  |)ay  the  teacher  lo 
learn  their  children  lo  read  the  En!j;li>h  bible. 

Before  this  there  had  been  but  oni;  public  school  in  iho 
whole  town,  which  was  ke[)t  in  liie  ciMilral  and  other  p.iris 
in  rotation.  Alter  this  lime,  this  pail  ol  the  loun  drew  its 
prt)[)()iti;)n  of  the  money  that  was  raided  for  the  purpose, 
and  a  separate  school  was  maintained  for  llio  most  part  of 
the  lime. 

M().m:v  RAisr,!)  roil  .S!  iu)(mjn(;. 
1761  —  .CIO.     [  [>y  the  precinct.  1 
170S —  I' 10.     [I'»y  the  town.  ] 

1770—  Xr)3,  f>s.  8f/.  .  ' 

1771—  CIO. 

1773— xr)3,  r)5.  Oil. 

20  .  )  •  ' 
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1774 — jC53,  6s.  Bd.     [First  English  grammar  school.] 
1775  —  £400  old  tenor.     [English  grammar  school  con- 
tinued .] 

1779  and  'SO— £200  old  tenor. 
17S1  —  cfSO  lawful  nioney. 

From  17S2  to  1S06 — $100  per  year  on  an  average. 

1807  and  'OS— $100. 

1310— $100. 

ISll  and  '12— $200. 

1S15— $150.  •  f 

1S16  and  '17— §200. 
iSlS— $300. 

1S19  to  '21— $200.  .  I.  • 

1S23  to  '27— $200.  *  ^'  • 

182S— $300.  .  •      "  , 

1S29  to  '32— $400.  ^ 

1833  to  '35— $600.    "  /  .         '  ^ 

1836— $700,      .  ■  ' 

1837  to  '39— $800. 

1840  to  '43— $1000.* 

Valuation  in  1840-41,  $130,491  00. 

Number  of  school  districts,  10. 

Number  of  children  between  four  and  sixteen,  595. 


The  following  gentlemen,  who  belonged  to  or  resided  irl 
this  town,  received  a  liberal  education: — Hon.  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Naaman  Molbrook,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  Levi  Whit- 
man, John  Ji)avis,  Thomas  Stone.  \ 

Mr.  (jireen  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Green  of  Yar- 
mouth. He  was  a  near  connection  of  and  was  named  for 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis  of  ihirj  town,  and  resided  in  his  family 
after  his  father's  dealh,  and  was  educated  by  him.  lie  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  college  in  17S1.  It  is  not  known  that  he 
studied  a  profession,  but  he  was  for  many  years  a  merchant 
in  IJarns'.abl'.^;  after  which  ho  represented  this  tlistrict  in 
congress,  and  was  subsf. qucnlly  aj)j)oint(  d  ccllccior  of  the 
revenue  at  Barnstable. 


Amount  for  carh  j^m  in  ivll  eAf«a. 


V  • 
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Mr.  Ezekiel  wub  u  nuiivL'  of  I'l  ieJiiewaii'r  niui 

nephew  of  ihe  Rev.  Mi-.  W  hiuiiun  of  ihis  place,  wiili  whum 
lie  lived  and  by  wliuin  he  was  educated.  lie  graduated  at 
Brown  university  in  179'),  studied  the  law,  and  has  been  for 
many  years  chief  justice  of  the  .sujjrenie  couii  cl  the  biaie 
of  Maine. 

Mr.  Levi  Whitman  was  a  son  of  the  niiiiistt-r.  lie  i^rad- 
iialed  at  Harvard  college  in  ISOS,  studied  the  law,  and  has 
been  for  a  number  of  years  a  cler!:  in  one  of  the  public  ofii- 
ces  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Davis  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Tiinoihy  Dfivis,  late  of 
this  town,  and  is  in  the  practice  of  llie  law. 

xMr.  Stone  is  ihe  son  of  the  Inie  Doct.  iSton",  and  i.>  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  Trino. 

■    .  ■  -  >':r-  : 


CENSUS. 
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1730  .     .  .  -  noo* 

17G4  .        .      •.  'J2^i 

17G6   9G5i 

1775  .        .        .        »   .  lJ3f> 

^          1790  .        .        .        .  *      .  '      1  1 

1800  ....  lJi)7 

1806   1G>G 

1810  ....  \-H)2 

1820    1172 

1830  ....  2014 

1840    c.r: 
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PRECINCT  TREASURERS. 

Mr.  John  Rich,  from  1723  to  172G. 
Mr.  Samuel  Brown,  from  J727to  1729. 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Mayo,  from  1730  to  1732. 
Mr.  Israel  Young,  IVom  1733  to  1741. 
Mr.  Daniel  xMayo,  IVcm  1742  to  17.")!). 
Mr.  Zolielli  Smith,  from  1757  to  1759. 
Elislia  Douno,  E.sq.,  from  17l)0  to  17l)2. 


DISTRICT  CLERKS  AND  TREASURERS. 

Maj.  Elisha  Doane,  from  17{;"3  to  17G5. 

Capt.  Ephraim  Covel,  17(JG. 

Maj.  Elisha  Donne,  fronj  1707  to  1773. 


TOWN  CLERKS  AND  TREASURERS. 

Mr.  Ezekicl  11  ol brook,  from  1774  to  1800. 

Mr.  Lewis  Hamlon,  from  1801  to  1808. 

Samuel  Waterman,  Esq.,  from  1609  to  1613. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Newcomb,  1814. 

Samuel  Waterman,  Esq.,  from  1815  to  1823. 

Josiah  Whitman,  !v-=q.,  from  1824  to  1833. 

Mr.  Ezekiel  lliggins,  1834. 

Josiah  Whitman,  Esq.,  from  1835  to  1839. 

Giles  noll)rook,  E-q.,  from  1840  to  ISM. 


DELEGATES  TO  THE  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

In  1771,  llio  (lisd  if't  of  ^^'(?ll^cct  n^snrncd  all  die  pi  ivilcg- 
es  of  oilier  town^.  For  fifiy-onc  ynnrs  AVclllloet  was  con- 
nected with  Easiii.'iiii  in  ilio  rlioice  of  re|)rescntaiivcs  to  the 
General  Court.  This  yeai-  Mr.  Nanninn  Ilolbrook  and  CoL 
J''Jislia  Cobb  were  cIio^(^ii  a-^  ddcgaiL's  to  ilio  first  provincial 
congress  ubicli  uas  held  at  SaltMii,  Oclobcr  .kIi,  1775.  Col. 
Klisha  Cobb  was  chosen  a  (]ele::;ale  to  llie  second  con^rc^ss, 
held  at  Cainbri(li;e,  llie  first  of  February,  and  the  third,  lield 
at  Walertown,  July  ;)lst. 


.  \^ 

REPRESENTA'l'lVi:.S  TO  ' 

177tJ— Col.  Elisha  Cobb. 

Mr.  JNuainan  Uolbrook. 

1781 —  Elislia  Doane,  Esq. 

1782 —  Col.  Elisha  Doanu. 

1785 — Capt.  Jeremiah  Bickfoid. 

1787 —  Ilezekiah  Doane,  Esq. 

1788—  Mr.  Michael  Collins. 

1791—  Mr.  Michael  Coliine. 

1792 —  Mr.  Samuel  Waterman. 
1794  — Samuel  Waterman,  Esq. 
171)5— Samuel  Waterman,  Esq. 

1797 —  Mr. Reuben  Arey. 

1798 —  i\Jaj.  Ilezekiah  Doane. 
ISOl — Capt.  Lemuel  Newcomb. 
1802— Mr.  Reuben  Rich. 

1804 — Capt.  Lemuel  Newcomb. 
180(3 — Capt.  Lemuel  Newcomb. 

1808 —  Josiuh  Whitman, 

1809—  Mr.  Heriah  liii^gins. 

1810—  Mr.  Beriah  iiif^'gins. 

1811—  Mr.  Beriah  Ilifrgins. 

1812—  Mr.  Beriah  Iliggins. 

1813—  Mr.  Beriah  Iliggins. 

1814 —  Josiah  Whitman,  Esq. 

1820—  Reuben  Arey,  Esq. 

1821 —  Reuben  Arey,  Esq. 


i'ilE  UENEiiAL  COURT. 

Ir23— Reuben  Arey,  Esq. 
Id27 — Josiah  Whilinon,  fci»jq. 
1829— Mr.  Bei-j'n  R.  Willierell. 
ItJO— .Mr.  Bei.j'n  R.  Wjlherell. 

Mr.  Joseph  Ilolbruok,  lid. 
Icol  — Bei.j'n  R.  Wilhetell,  E^q. 

.Mr.  Joseph  Holbrook. 
1832— Col.  Joseph  ilolbrook. 

iioiij'n  R.  Wilherell,  Esq. 
1834  —  Mr.  Eben'r  Frt-eman,  2d. 

.Mr.  JooCph  liijjf^iris. 
1835— Mr.  Thomas  Holbrook. 2d. 

Capt.  Amaziah  .^iwood. 
183<j — -Mr.  Richard  I^iuby. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Hickman. 
]t37 — Mr.  Jchn  DaniulH. 

Mr.  Richard  Libby. 
1838  — Mr.  Alkms  Dyer. 

Mr.  Nathan  I'aine. 
1839— Mr.  Nnthanicl  P.  Wiley. 

Capt.  Solomon  R.  Ilawcs. 
I^-  IO- Capt.  Solomon  R.  Hawe.i. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  P.  Wiley. 
lci.ll_Mr.  js'  th  H.  Baker. 

1842—  xMr.  Seth  II.  Baker. 

1843-  Mr.  lsa:ic  Paine. 


SELECTMEN. 

1703— Mnj.  Elisha  Doane,  eij^ht  years. 
17()3 — Dca.  Reuben  Rich,  seven  do. 
17(53 — Samuel  Smith.  Jr.,  ten  do.  ^ 
I7()5 — Zohcth  Smith, seven  do. 
17(>9 — .Naaman  Holbrook,  ei^lit  do. 

1770 —  Jonathan, Vounj;,  eifjhi  do. 

1771 —  I'jbene/.er  Atwood,  four  do. 

1772 —  Ca[)t.  He/.okiah  Doane,  four  do. 
1775 — Col.  Elisha  Cobb,  four  do. 
1777 — Winslow  Lewia,  one  year. 
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1777— John  Sweat,  one  year. 
J77'J — Barnabag  YounLT,  one  do. 

1779—  Joseph  tSniiili,  two  years. 

1780—  Thoinas  llolbrook,  twelve  do. 

1781—  William  Cole,  six  do. 

J787— Capt.  Lewis  iianilen,  thirteen  do. 
1787 — Reuben  Arey,  nine  do. 
1798— John  VVilherell,  five  do. 
1800 — 'i'liomas  Ili^gint-,  six  do. 

1804 —  Samuel  Newcomb,  lour  do. 
llezekiah  Rich,  three  do. 

1805—  Matthias  Rider,  two  do. 
1807— David  llolbrook,  two  do. 
3807 — Stej)hcn  Atwood,  two  do. 
180'J — Joseph  llolbrook,  twelve  do. 
1809 — Beriah  IJiggins,  four  do. 
1809 — Freeman  xVtwood,  six  do. 
1813— John  Wilherell,  two  do. 

1813 —  Jeremiah  Newcomb,  two  do. 

1814 —  Elisha  Urown,  one  year. 
1814 — Robert  Kemp,  two  yeara. 
1814— Edmond  Freeman,  one  year. 
181.") — Reuben  Rich,  one  do, 

181  () — Moses  Hinckley,  three  years. 
18l(-)  — Josiah  Whitman,  Esq.,  Jour  do. 
1818 — Samuel  Ryder,  one  year. 
J 819 — Reuben  Arey,  Esq.,  nine  years. 
1823— Capt.  Freeman  Atwood,  lour  do. 
18"27 — Joseph  Hi^irins,  four  do. 
]t^'27 — Rcnjaniin  R.  Withcrcll,  six  do. 
1827 — Thomas  Hatch,  four  do. 
1829 — Moses  Lewis,  one  year. 

1829 —  Cornelius  Hamblen,  two  years. 

1830 —  Geor^^e  Ward,  four  do. 

1830—  Samuel  Ilis'g'"-">  "'i'-'  year. 
1831  — Micnh  Dyer,  lour  years. 

1831 —  Ebenczer  Frecm m,  two  do. 
1833 — Reuben  Arey,  Jr.,  one  year. 
1837 — Caleb  Limibard,  live  years. 

1837—  Thoma.*'  Hig^^ins,  Jr..  one  year. 
1838  — Eli^jha  Freeman,  ^l\  years, 

1838 —  Amaziah  Atwood,  three  do. 
183?*- John  Newrom!),  three  do. 
1841 — KnowlcM  Hyer,  three  do. 
1844— Bctliuol  Wiley. 


HISTORY  OF  ORLEANS. 


DESCRIPTIOX. 

Orleans  was  forinerly  llie  south  part  of  Eastliaiu,  but  i( 
was  separated  from  that  town,  and  incorporated  by  its  pres- 
ent name,  March  3d,  1797. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  East  by  the  ocean,  on  the  South  by 
Pleasant  bay  and  Chatham,  on  the  ^^'csl  Brewster  and 
Harwich,  and  on  the  Norih-we-t  by  Barnstable  bay.  Tiio 
county,  whicii  sketches  cast  from  Buzzard's  b;iy  to  this  place, 
here  turns  to  the  north,  and  extends  in  that  coiir.-c^  to  Truro. 

The  length  of  the  township  i.^  five  mile-,  and  the  breadth 
from  three  to  five  miles.  Tiie  surface  of  the  land  is  some- 
what hilly.  The  county  roaii  runs  tlirou^h  the  north-\\  (.si 
corner  of  the  town. 

Orleans  is  of  very  irregular  form,  lh(3  lines  which  separate 
it  from  the  adjoining  townships  being  crooked,  and  its  shores 
being  indented  by  coves  and  crei  ks. 

Town  cov(?  has  been  described  in  the  hi>loiy  of  Ka.stham. 
The  neck  (jf  land  on  the  east  side  of  this  cove  is  called  Ton- 
set.     '1  he  soil  here  is  good. 

A  river  or  creek  luns  into  I'lra^nnt  bay.  The  head  of  it, 
where  it  is  narrow,  is  called  Z('l)'s  cov(^  Vessels  drawing 
seven  feet  (d'  water  can  c^ne  a  half  a  mile  below  this  cove, 
the  northern  part  of  which  is  two  miles  and  a  half  from  iIjo 
moiilh  of  the  river,  wh'TC  it  is  half  a  mde  wide. 

The  land  east  of  this  river  is  named  Barley  neck.  Tho 
land  here  is  better  tl;an  that  of  Tonsei. 
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On  ilie  east  side  of  Barley  neck  nre  coves,  whicli  connnu- 
nicaie  wiih  Pleasant  bay,  and  vvlilcli  separate  ibe  neck  from 
Nauset  beach. 

The  land  which  is  situated  between  Barley  and  Tonset 
necks,  and  wliich  terminates  in  Wood's  neck,  is  called  Po- 
chei.    Here  there  is  also  some  good  land. 

Nortii-east  of  Pochet,  near  the  ocean,  is  a  small  neck  Of 
land,  contaiiiiii;^  about  fjfiy  acres,  called  Weeset.  It  is  sep- 
arated from  Tonset  by  a  cove. 

These  several  necks  constitute  a  peninsula,  the  whole  of 
which  is  denominated  Pochet.  The  isthmus  is  not  more 
than  half  a  mile  wide,  and  is  situated  between  Town  cove 
and  Zeb's  cove  on  the  south. 

A  narrow  beach  forms  the  barrier  of  the  waters  which  wash 
the  eastern  shores  of  Orleans.  Al  Nauset  harbor  it  joins 
the  main  land.  On  this  beach,  about  half  way  between  the 
entrances  of  Nauset  and  Chatham  harbors,  the  trustees  of 
the  Humane  Society,  some  years  ago,  built  a  hut  to  shelter 
the  shipwrecked  mariner. 

Near  this  place,  many  years  ago,  was  the  mouth  of  Port- 
mumqult  harbor,  which  filled  up  gradually. 

This  beach,  on  the  inside,  the  most  of  the  way,  is  skirted 
with  salt  marsh. 

There  are  several  islands  in  Pleasant  bay,  within  the  liniits 
of  Orleans       .     .  '    .  '*  /  -v»         '   •  . 

The  la'  gostis  Pochet  island,  which  is  east  of  Barley  neck, 
and  contains  ihe  best  land  i[i  the  township.  On  its  north- 
east side  is  a  small  boilv  of  salt  maish. 

Soulh-;vest  of  PocIkh  island  is  Samj^oiTs  inland,  contain- 
ing about  thirty  acres  of  good  hind.  For  many  years  alter 
the  fust  seiilemciil  of  the  town  this  i>iand  was  used  (Mxirely 
for  pastmiii:;  .>hcei).  F.ast  oi  it  and  near  it  is  a  largt^  body 
of  salt  mar>h. 

On  the  south,  and  eonncctcd  \^h  il  at  low  wa((M-,  i.-.  Hog 
island,  containini::  about  trn  acr(^s. 

Southerly  of  Hog  i^land  is  Sej>son's  island,  which  rovers 
an  extent  of  iwenly  acr(  s. 

These  islands  add  much  beauty  to  this  sheet  of  water,  and 
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give  it  a  just  lille  to  llio  irjiue  which  it  has  receive  !,  ihai  of 
Pleasant  i)ny. 

Nearly  oppoaite  to  this  town,  in  iheocepn,  it  i.s  .^niil,  is  iho 
point  where  (he  tides  from  Nurr.i'^ansett  and  Mas>achu>etis 
bays  meet,  anil  whence  they  be[)arale, — the  ilmv  of  the  ^ea 
above  this  point  beini^  towards  the  ncjilh,  and  below  it  towards 
the  south. 

Leaving;  the  peninsula  of  Pochet,  and  travelling  round  Or- 
leans river  or  creek,  on  the  west  side  of  ii  is  Nanniko}ick 
neck,  which  is  formed  by  llij^gins'  river  on  the  norlh  of  it, 
and  Naumkoyick  creek  on  the  souih. 

The  south  part  of  the  township  is  called  Polannujaquiet. 
This  territory  was  inhabited  by  the  Nauset  tribe  of  Indians  a 
long  time  after  the  settlenjent  of  the  to'.vn.  'i  i  tir  burying- 
place  is  still  to  be  seen,  and  it  is  not  njore  than  seventy  years 
since  tlieir  meeiing-honse  was  slandiuL'. 

The  land  here  is  light  and  sandy.  It  is  mosily  cleared, 
only  a  small  p;;rt  being  now  covered  with  brii>ii-wood. 

In  the  noriii-west  part  of  the  town,  or  the  part  bordering 
on  IJarnstaljle  bay,  is  Naniskakei  creek,  which  is  three  (juar- 
ters  ol'a  mile  long,  i.nd  which,  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  the  diviil- 
ing  line  between  Orleans  and  Brewster,  it  is  very  narrow, 
and  its  mouih  is  not  (juile  bo  dec[)  as  Rock  iiaibor.  The 
territory  near  it,  as  well  as  the  creek  ilself,  is  called  Skakel. 
The  land  is  light  and  sandy. 

Little  Skaket  creek  is  some  disUmce  norlh  of  the  Nain- 
skakei,  and  siill  smaller. 

Rock  Harbor  creek,  lying  norlh  (  f  l/i:ile  Skaket,  is  nearly 
dry  at  low  waler,  and  at  high  tide  is  not  more  than  ^even 
feet  ileep.  On  all  ihcse  creeks  there  are  bodies  of  sail  marsh. 
There  are  no  brooks  m  the  town;  but  ihi-re  ar«'  sixleen  Ire^h 
water  ponds,  which  iLrvc  lor  the  ualeringol  calile  and  oilier 
piu'poses. 

From  the  description  ^)w  given,  it  is  apj)arcni  th.il  ih^re 
is  a  [lorlion  of  good  land  in  ihe  lo\vn;hip;  bul  ihc  grcnlest 
part  of  the  soil  is  light  and  sandy,  and  bonie  absoliilely  bar- 
ren. Pochet  inland,  years  ago,  would  produce  iwcniy  bn>h- 
els  of  Indian  corn  loan  acre,  without  manuring;  Barley  and 
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Tonset  necks,  fifteen  wiiliout  and  ihirty  v\  iih  manure.  Ths 
horse-foot,  or  kiii^-crab,  was  formerly  much  used  for 
manuring  land  when  planted  with  Indian  corn  and  potatoes. 
It  was  cl)opped  into  small  pieces,  of  which  not  more  than 
one  or  two  were  put  in  a  hill:  but  while  it  aided  the  crop  it 
tended  to  exhaust  the  land.  For  many  years  atlenlion  has 
been  paid  to  the  collection  of  sea-weed  from  the  shores;  but 
more  at  the  present  lime  than  formerly.  It  is  spread  on  the 
land,  and  ploughed  into  the  furrow,  and  sometimes  put  into 
the  potato  hills.  The  corn  raised  here  is  solid  and  heavy, 
and  formerly  many  hundred  bushels  were  annually  sent  to 
Boston  n)arket.  Rye  and  other  vegetables  are  produced, 
sufficient  for  the  consumption  of  the  inhabitants.  Some  cat- 
lie  are  fattened  for  the  home  n)arket,  and  several  are  sold  in 
the  towns  below.  Sufficient  butter  is  manufactured  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants.  Forty  years  ago  not  more  than  ten 
tons  of  English  hay  was  cut;  at  the  present  time  the  quanti- 
ty is  estimated  at  two  hundred  tons.  Peat  and  other  swamp 
lands  have  been  cleared  and  sown  with  English  grass.  The 
salt  marshes  are  of  two  kinds,  sedge  and  short  grass,  and 
nearly  eight  hundred  tons  of  salt  hay  are  cut.  There  are  a 
number  of  small  orchards. 

Very  little  wood  is  left  in  the  township.  The  inhabitants 
use  peat  for  fuel.  This  article  is  a  good  substitute  for  wood, 
antl  there  arc  many  swamps  and  meadows  from  which  it  can 
be  obtained  in  suflicient  quantities.  The  people  were  igno- 
rant that  they  possessed  this  iinpoiiant  article,  until  (many 
years  ago)  their  minister,  Mr.  O^boni,  who  had  k-arncd  the 
use  ol  it  in  Ireland,  first  pointed  it  out,  and  innght  them  the 
art  of  drying  and  preparing  it. 

I>ut  the  shores  and  coves  of  Oilcans  aie  more  fertile  than 
the  land.  The  riches  lild  in  the  sands  are  not  casiiv  estima- 
ted. Though  oysters  are  not  to  be  found  cii  tin;  shoics  of 
Oilcans,  yet  (|uahaugs  and  clams  abonnil  in  gicatcr  j)rorusion 
tliere  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  county. 

The  quahaug  is  a  round  and  ihic  k  shell-fi;d).  It  docs  not 
bury  itself  deep  in  the  sand,  is  generally  found  lying  on  it  in 
deep  water,  and  is  taken  with  iron  rakes  made  for  the  pur- 
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pose.  SoinciiHU':^  a  fuw  'aiL*  picked  up  auovc  low  uoitT 
mark,  h  but  Jiule  inlerior  lo  ilie  oysfur.  It  is  cooked  in 
various  wiiys;  ioii>ie(l,  boiled,  iVit-d,  or  made  iulo  soups  or 
})ies.  Ab(uiL  hall"  an  inch  ol'  llie  iiisidc  of  ilie  shell  is  ol'  u 
purple  color.  This  ihe  ludiaii-.  br(jke  (.li'  and  coiiverieil 
iiilo  beadi,  which  lin:y  called  black  money:  it  was  of  double 
the  value  of  vvamj)uiu,  or  while  money  made  of  llie  peri- 
winkle. 

The  sea  clam  is  found  on  the  (hiis  ai  low  waier.  Before 
the  Indians  learned  of  the  EnLili^h  ihe  use  of  ihe  hoe,  ihey 
hilleil  their  corn  wiiii  ilicse  shells,  lor  which  u^e  they  were 
adapted  by  their  ^i/.e. 

The  small  clam  i>  foinul  in  much  i^reater  abundance,  ami 
the  business  is  a  sonice  of  moch  i^reaier  jMoiil.  They  buiy 
themselves  in  the  -and,  Irom  lour  to  eii:hiet;ii  inches  deej». 
The  Indians  were  very  lond  of  them,  and  beiiii;  tmacrpiainl- 
ed  with  salt,  they  made  use  of  them  and  their  liij'i'.)r  lo  bea- 
son  tiieir  iiasaum[)  and  hoiK.-d  corn.  ihey  are  ciin?ider.ibl\' 
used  by  the  inhabilanis  for  food,  and  would  he  more  valued 
if  they  were  less  common;  bui  as  loni^  as  a  peck  ol  clams, 
w  hich  is  buliicient  Kj  ailord  a  small  family  a  dinner,  can  be 
procured  with  a  little  more  laljor  than  a  peck  of  sand,  ihey 
will  not  be  very  hiij,iily  prized.  Prev  ious  to  l^OJ  five  hun- 
dred barrels  were  annually  duij;  here  \ui  bait.  In  tliat  year 
one  thousand  barrels  were  collected,  and  lor  years  alli  rward.s. 
Between  one  and  two  hundred  of  ihe  inhabitants  were  en)- 
ployed  in  ibis  busiiiess,  and  received  from  their  employers 
three  dollars  a  hand  for  dij:^ini;,  opemni;,  sallm^  and  i'lW'm^ 
the  ca^ks.  From  i\v(  !\  e  to  eighteen  bushels  in  the  sh«'ll 
must  be  duLi;  to  (ill  a  bai  rcl,  wIkmi  opened.  A  man  can  earn 
at  the  bu>iness  sevcnty-fi vt;  cents  a  day. 

A  biurfd  of  clams  was  worlh  six  dollars. 

A  thousand  bu.>hcls  of  clams  are  eipial  in  value  to  .six  or 
eight  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  and  are  procured  uiih  mucli 
less  labor  and  cxp  'iise.  ^^'hen,  thercfori',  the  ^l^h(•s  wiih 
which  ihe  coves  of  Orleans  abound  arc  taken  into  consnltM- 
ation,  they  may  be  iruly  regarded  as  njore  beneficial  lo  the 
inhabitants  than  if  the  s|)ace  which  liicy  occupy  were  cover- 
ed with  the  richcol  soil. 


The  riches  which  they  yield  u\e  inexhaustible  ;  lor  iifier  a 
poriioi)  of  the  ehore  has  been  dug  over  imd  neiirly  all  the 
clams  taken  oui,  ai  the  end  of  two  years,  it  is  said,  ihey  are 
as  plenty  as  ever.  It  is  even  said,  by  many  persons,  that  it 
is  as  necessary  to  stir  the  clam  ground  Irequenily  as  it  is  to 
lioe  a  field  of  corn;  because,  if  this  is  not  done,  ihe  clams 
will  be  crowded  so  closely  as  lo  prevent  them  from  attaining 
any  size.       »  , 

'I'he  land  in  Orleans  is  cultivated  mostly  by  old  men  and 
small  boys,  as  the  male  j)opulaiicn  between  the  ages  of  tnelve 
and  foi'ly-five  are  engaged  in'  the  cod  fisher}'  and  (Mher  des- 
criptions ofseafai  ing  business.  The  fishing  vessels  in  which 
they  make  their  voyages  are  but  Tew  of  them  owned  in  the 
town,  but  aie  taken  on  shares  from  Duxbury,  Plymouth, 
Boston  and  other  places.  Tlie  only  vessels  ow  ned  in  Orleans 
in  1500  were  three  coasters,  which  brought  fire-wood  and 
lumber  from  the  slate  of  Maine,  and  one  j-jacket,  plying  be- 
tween Rock  harbor  and  Boston.  At  the  present  lime  there 
are  two  packets,  some  larger  vessels  ciigaged  in  commerce, 
and  a  few  other  small  vessels. 

When  the  census  was  taken  in  ISOO  the  nun.ber  of  inhab- 
itants was  1095.  Tiiere  were  one  hundred  and  seventv-four 
families,  who  occupied  one  hundred  and  Ibrty-luo  dwelling- 
houses.  The  houses  were  generally  neat,  con\enient  build- 
ings ;  five  of  theni  only  were  iwo  stories  in  height,  'inhere 
was  no  village  in  the  town,  but  the  population  was  scattered. 
There  were  then  three  school-houses  and  the  meeling-house, 
which  stood  on  the  is;hmus  of  Pochet,  and  two  wind-mills. 

In  InJO  there  \\v\c  two  hundred  dwelling-houses  ami  a- 
boul  thre(;  hundred  families.  Tiie  valuation  of  the  I'cal  and 
peisonal  property  was      50,0 J-I . 

An  academy  was  binll  in  \^27.  'i'his  huildiu:;  is  of  con- 
venient si/e  and  two  stories  in  height.  It  ceniains  a  school- 
room in  the  lower  story  and  a  hall  above  The  building  is 
owned  by  prupiieu:rs,  who  emplo.y  teacliers  (pialilird  to  iu- 
slrucl,  ill  the  higher  branches  of  learning,  ihosi^  who  have 
passed  through  tin;  town  schools.  This  institution  has  h(>en 
of  great  importance  to  those  engaged  in  seafaring  pursuits, 
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in  furuibluiig  llieiri  wiih  ihc  iiibiruciion  iicCL'SSai')  to  ihu  j)ro3- 
eculioii  of  iheir  business,  as  well  as  lo  olhers  of  liulli  sexos 
wlio  remain  at  lioine.  Many  have  line  been  qualiOcd  us 
teaciiers,  and  have  taken  cbarjie  of  liie  town  schools. 

Uy  an  act  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  passed 
the  tliird  day  of  !\]arcij,  1797,  this  part  ol'  Easthani  was 
bej)araied  Iroin  iliat  town  and  Incorporated  it.-,  un  indtpendi-nt 
lownsliip,  willi  all  the  jjriviiej^es  and  iniinuuilies  of  the  other 
towns  in  the  conniionweallh.  Si{^ned  by  the  speaker  of  il»p 
House,  Edward  11.  Jxobuins  ;  the  piesident  ol"  the  Senate, 
Samuel  PhiHip^s,  and  by  the  governor,  Samuel  Adams. 

Isaac  Sparrow,  I'^sq.,  was  authoiized  and  em])ovvered  by 
the  act  to  issue  his  warrant  lo  some  principiil  inhabitant  of 
the  town  of  Orleans,  requesting  him  lo  iKjiily  and  warn  the 
inhahilants  lo  meet  al  some  suitable  time  and  place  in  the 
town,  lo  choose  such  oliiceis  as  other  towns  were  by  law  re- 
quired lo  choose  in  the  months  of  March  and  Ai)rii  annually. 

1  he  above  act  secuicd  to  the  lov.n  uf  Orleans  forever  all 
the  ministerial  lands  then  occupied  atid  injprovetl  by  ihe 
Rev.  Mr.  Bascom,  siinaied  in  the  town  of  Easihain.  It  was 
also  enacted  that  the  shell -fi- her)'  should  remain  and  be  en- 
joyed by  llie  inhabitants  of  Kaslham  and  Orleans,  in  the  same 
manner  as  belbre,  and  should  be  regulated  by  liie  sclectnjcn  ol' 
each  town. 

Isaac  Sparrow,  Esq.,  issued  his  warrant  to  Ili  zckiah  11  ig- 
gins  10  notify  and  warn  the  freeholders  and  others  qualilied 
lo  vole  in  town  aflairs  to  meet  at  the  public  meeting-honse 
in  said  town,  on  the  IGlh  day  of  March. 

The  ioV\  n  being  assembled,  agreeable  to  the  above  notice, 
made  choice  of  Hczekiah  Hig:;ins  as  moderator.  Bcnjnmin 
Tavlor  was  chosen  town-clerk  and  treasurer;  Hpzekiah  llii;- 
gins,  lieman  Li  unci  and  Judah  Rogers  were  chosen  sclccl- 
mcn,  and  all  other  necessary  town  oflicers  were  chosen. 

1 1  w  as  also  agreed  lo  send  a  petition  to  the  General  (  ourl, 
praying  them  to  pass  an  act  to  j)revent  all  prrsons  Iron)  other 
lowns  from  catching  eels  in  Orleans,  and  Simeon  Kingman, 
Ilezekiah  liig^ins  and  Jonathan  Hopkins  were  choicn  as  a 
qommiliee  lo  attend  lo  it. 
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The  votes  of  tlie  town  were  pulled  for  governor,  Slc. 
Increase  Suniner,  ("or  governor,  had  59  ;  Edward  H.  Rob- 
bins,  for  Jientenani  governor,  59  ;  David  Tliaclier,  for  sena- 
lor,  69.  Simeon  Kinjj;inan  was  chosen  lo  represent  the  town 
in  ilie  General  Court. 

The  town  chose  a  committee  of  five  persons  to  prosecute 
ihe  inhabitanis  of  other  towns  for  taking  shell-fisii  in  liie  town 
uf  Oileaiis. 

Money  was  raised  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  and  for  a 
town  school  or  scliools,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
regulate  the  latter.  An  addition  was  also  made  to  J^ev.  Mr. 
Bascorn's  salary.  ^^333  33  was  raided  to  supj)ort  the  schools, 
and  $366  for  the  support  of  the  [)oor.  The  town  agreed 
that  three  school-houses  should  be  built  in  the  three  dir^iricis, 
under  the  direction  of  the  selecinien.  Fish  wardens  were 
chosen.  A  coniniitlee  was  appointed  to  agree  with  East- 
ham,  and  also  with  the  two  parishes  in  Harwich,  with  respect 
10  the  taxing  of  real  estate,  lying  in  those  towns,  belonging 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Orleans. 

A  committee  was  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Court  to  repair  to  Orleans  and  ChathauK  to  ascertain,  settle 
and  establish  the  bonnuai}-  line  between  said  towns.  'Hav- 
ing met  and  iully  heard  the  parlies,  together  with  their  pleas 
and  allegations,  and  having  all  the  witnesses  and  records  pro- 
duced by  both  paities,  and  maturi'ly  considered  the  same,' 
the  committee  agreed  upon,  settleil  and  established  the  I'ol- 
lowing  as  the  boundary  line  between  said  towns: — '  beginning 
at  the  south-easterly  corner  of  the  town  of  Harwich,  in 
Pleasant  bay,  from  theme  lunning  easterly  to  the  northward 
of  Strong  island  to  a  stake  set  in  the  mound  on  Pocha  beach, 
which  stake  bears  south,  sevcMii \ e  dcgiers  (?ast,  fiom  a 
l)lack  rock  sllnalcd  in  [lie  c(lii;(>  of  the  water  of  said  bav,  and 
Irom  said  slake  a  due  ea>i  course  into  the  sea;  providing 
that  nothing,  in  establishing  the  present  line,  shall  be  consid- 
eicd  as  lo  afiV'cl  pruatt?  properly.' 

This  committee  wnc  Isaac  Thomson  of  Middlrboro', 
.Tohu  Dillingham  ol  lircwster  and  l'U)eno'/er  (^rocker  of 
iknnstable.  'i  heir  report  was  accepted  by  ilie  General 
Court  m  l'\'bruary,  IT'JT. 


179S.  Increase  Sumner,  for  governor,  had  To  voles; 
Edward  U.  Robblns,  for  liout.  do.,  5S;  Solomon  Freeman, 
for  senator,  IIG;  Micajah  Coflin  of  Nantucket,  for  repre- 
sentative to  congress,  70.  Simeon  Kingman  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  town  in  the  (iencral  Court.  The  usual  sun- 
was  raised  to  carry  on  the  schools  in  the  dillerenl  parts  of 
the  town,  and  the  minister  and  selectmen  were  c(nisti(ufed  a 
committee  to  examine  the  teachers  and  rei:u!atc  the  schools. 

1799.  Micajah  CoHin  received  7S  votes  for  re[)resenta- 
tive  to  congress. 

Four  families  were  set  oiT  from  Kasthnm  to  this  Knvn. 

1800.  The  death  of  CJener;d  Gf.orgf.  AV'a sin. torn n 
was  noticefl  by  the  inhabitants,  and  at  their  request  an  ora- 
tion was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Baccom,  which  was 
printed  at  the  expense  of  th(^  town. 

The  major  part  of  the  votes  for  governor,  lienl.  governor 
and  senator  had  been  given  for  some  previous  years  to  In- 
crease Sumner,  Edward  11.  Ivohhms  and  S(Jomou  Freeman. 
This  year  Elbridge  Gerry  received,  for  governor,  90  voles; 
Moses  Gill,  for  lient.  do.,  55;  Solomon  Freeman,  for  sena- 
tor, 92;  Isaiah  L.  Green,  for  representative  to  congress, 
52. 

The  meeting-house  was  repaired  and  painted.  The  old 
porch  on  the  front  was  taken  down,  and  a  new  one,  two  sto- 
ries high,  was  built,  in  which  the  gallery  slairs  were  i)lacr(l; 
the  end  doors  were  closed  and  four  new  pews  built,  uhich 
were  sold  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  repairs,  ;JH2. 

1802.  According  to  Mr.  Ilascom's  retjnest,  the  town 
voted  not  to  make  'j;()0(l  his  salary,  on  account  of  tlie  depre- 
ciation of  mon(^y. 

A  pall  was  purchased  to  he  used  at  iunerals. 
More  attention  than  u-ual  was  ;:iven  to  tin:  broken  landrj 
and  the  roads. 

The  bounds  between  this  town  and  IJrcwstcr  were  re- 
newed. 

1803.  The  General  Com-t  having  granted  tf)  the  county 
of  Barnstable  a  township  of  land  in  (he  district  of  Maine,  t(i 
endow  a  public  academy,  to  be  located  in  the  mo.-t  convcn- 


ierilpnrt,  Tiiiiotliy  Bascom,  Esq.,  was  chosen  lo  meet  the 
cot)in)iitee  df  suid  Court,  on  Tuesday  tlie  twenty-sixth  day 
of  July,  to  determine  in  what  town  it  should  be  estabhshed. 
This  insiitiition  was  located  in  SandwiL-li. 

1S04.  It  was  agreed  that  certain  individuals  might  join 
with  the  people  of  Knsthnm  to  dig  a  canal  from  Town  cove 
to  the  bay;  that  they  might  petition  for  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, and  (or  a  lottery,  provided  they  would  secure  the  town 
from  all  liability.    The  project,  Tailed. 

James  Sullivan,  for  governor,  received  SO  votes;  "SViHiam 
Heath,  for  lieutenant  governor,  70;  John  Dillingham,  for 
senator,  7 1 . 

New  regulations  were  adopted  for  pasturing  the  flats  and 
sedge  grounds. 

Isaiah  L.  Green,  for  representative  to  congress,  received 
72  votes;  Lemuel  Williams,  for  the  same  ofiice,  10. 

Money  was  appropriated  for  a  singing-school. 

ISOG.  The  school-houses,  which  belonged  to  the  dis- 
.Iricts,  were  purchased  for  the  town  by  a  committee,  viz. 
Mr.  Hezekiah  Higgins,  Dea.  Sparrow  and  Dea.  Rogers, 
for  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

In  IS07,  the  Kev.  Jonathan  Dascorn  died,  aged  sixty-sev- 
en, having  labored  hci  e  in  word  anti  doctrine  thirty-five  years. 
lie  was  a  man  of  good  talents  and  acquirements;  dome-tic 
in  his  habits;  pious  antl  devoted  to  his  calling;  facetious  and 
kind  in  his  disposition;  and  his  death  v.as  much  lamented  by 
his  people.  Me  administered  baptism  to  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-six  persons,*  admitted  two  hmulied  and  fori\-(ive  lo 
the  church,  and  solemnized  three  hundred  and  seventeen 
marrla^'cs. 

A  small  hnu^o  was  built  for  the  town's  ruilitary  smres. 

Mr.  HeiKini  Baker  was  a|)p{)inted  hv  the  town  to  prijvent 
dogs  from  connng  into  the  meet iug-h.iuse  on  the  Sabhaih, 
atid  was  paid  for  this  service. 

Hon.  Isaiah  Ij.  Gieen,  for  rejircscniative  lo  congress,  re- 
ceived 23  votes. 

•  Wli.Tt  \v:if  r:illr(l  tlio  li:iir-\v:iy  r.eivcnant  wns  in  iiso  ;it  llii;*  limi*.  Prisons  nnt 
JM'Ifniging  til  ilic  (  liiiri  li,  I'll  owning  tliin  covcnnnt,  l>ri)ii;,'lit  ihi-ir  chilili  I'li  m  bi  I  jp- 


Th3  town  and  church  tool;  rncnsurcs  lo  procure  a  caiull- 
daie  for  seiilenient  in  the  minisiry,  and  Mr.  Jesse  Fisher 
was  heard.  A  call  was  ^iveu  to  him  lo  settle  vviih  iheiii,  and 
$500  was  voted  as  his  salary;  also,  that  he  should  have  the 
liberty  to  he  absent  three  Sabbaths  each  year;  and  that  if  he 
should  be  sick  for  some  time  tlie  town  wotild  suji|ily  the  pul- 
pit, and  his  salary  slop,  for  that  time.  Mr.  Fi^lier  deciined 
settling  on  these  coiidiiions.  ,  t 

1S03.  Mr.  jJaniel  Johnson  was  then  invited  to  preach  to 
ihem  as  a  candichra;.  A  imanimons  call  w;is  extended  to 
him  to  settle,  and  liie  sum  of  $5S5  was  ollered  to  him  dur- 
ing his  natural  life,  or  ^^GOO  per  annum,  wiih  ihe  use  of  a 
pew  in  the  meeting-house;  his  salary  to  be  annually  esti- 
mated— one  quarter  on  corn,  rye  and  flour,  one  quarter  on 
dry  cod-fjs!i,  one  eighiii  on  |)ork  and  beef,  one  eighth  on 
wood,  and  one  quarter  on  the  remaining  articles  of  consump- 
tion, in  equal  j)roportions. 

The  deacons  of  the  cliurch  were  appointed  as  a  committee 
to  inform  Mr.  Johnson  o(  tlieir  proceedings,  and  to  report  to 
the  town  the  residt.  This  call  and  the  conditions  being  sat- 
isfacior}',  he  gave  his  answer  in  the  alliiinaiive,  and  was  or- 
dained March  1  lih,  1S03. 

Mr.  "Willis  of  Kingston  made  the  inlroductory  prayer; 
sermon,  by  Rev.  John  Reed,  J).  D.,  of  Bridgewater;  or- 
daining prayer,  by  Rev.  Ilezekiali  Sanger,  I).  D.,  of  do.; 
charge,  by  Rev.  William  Shaw,  D.  D.,  of  Mar>hfield ;  fel- 
lowship of  the  churches,  by  Rev.  Phil;uuler  Siiaw  of  Kast- 
hani;  and  concluding  prayer,  by  Rlv.  Mi-.  Ivt  niiall  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

At  this  tin)c  Mr.  Johnson's  salar\'  was  rsliniated  as  fol- 
lows:— (.'orn  and  rye,  ^sl,0()per  bushel;  flour,  $7,00  per 
barrel;  dry  cod-lish,  $3,75  per  (juinlal;  beef,  $5,75  per 
hundred;  pork,  $0,00  do.  do.;  butter,  iwenty-five  cents  per 
ponnti;  choe-e,  thirteen  cents  do.  do.;  molasses,  foriy-lour 
cents  per  gallon;  oak  wood,  $"^,50  per  cord. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  native  of  West  IJridgewater,  and  crndu- 
ated  at  Brown  university,  ISO  I.  lie  continued  to  be  \Uo 
pastor  of  thcchmcli  tv.cniy  years,  when  he  was  dismissed  at 
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Ills  own  request,  believing,  in  consequence  of  ninny  unpleas- 
nni  circuiiistanccs  uljicli  exisied  ai  iliyi  lime,  ihyi  lie  luiiiht 
be  [nore  useful  in  souje  oilier  pan  of  ilie  Lord's  vineyard. 
He  was  10  ihis  town  and  church  a  very  devoied  and  luiilifui 
minister  ('I'JejUS  Christ. 

\\'l)cn  he  was  sealed  here  he  was  a  Unitarian  and  an  Ar- 
niinian,  but  he  was  soon  convinced  of  ihese  errors  and  hope- 
fully converted. 

During  his  ministry  here  there  were  revivals  of  religion, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifiy  inen)ber5  wei  e  added  lo  ihe  church, 
lie  baptized  five  hundred  and  iwenty-fivc  j-eisons  and  sol- 
emnized two  hundred  and  lorty-lour  marriages. 

Since  his  dismission  from  this  people  he  has  been  pl  each- 
ing in  western  New  York,  wiili  good  acceptance  and  suc- 
cess. 

Capl.  Gideon  Gardner,  for  representative  lo  congress,  re- 
ceived 99  votes. 

1809.  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  for  governor,  leceived  IIG 
votes;  Hon.  Joseph  IL  \'ai-:)um,  fur  lieuienani  governor, 
114;  Hon.  Joseph  Dimmick,  for  senator,  104. 

For  the  first  lime  the  town  raised  and  assessed  the  tax  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  ministry  separaiel}'  from  ihe  mon- 
ey raised  to  pay  the  town  charges. 

1810.  ILm.  Eibridge  Gerry,  for  governor,  recci\ed  123 
votes;  AVilliam  Gray,  lor  lieulcnant  governoi-,  \  2o;  Joseph 
j^immick,  for  senator,  111;  Hon.  Isaiah  L.  Green,  for 
representative  to  congress,  JO. 

Power  was  given  to  the  selectmen  to  estahli-h  the  line  and 
bounds  between  this  town,  Chatham  and  Laslhain. 

About  this  lime  two  new  seliooMiouses  were  Ixiilt. 

Money  was  raided  to  support  i!ic  poor,  ar.d  lor  all  other 
lown  expenses. 

F(nir  new  pews  were  made  in  the  nieeting-honse,  and  the 
proceeds  ol  their  >al(?  ap|ilie(l  lor  ihe  support  of  ilie  gospel. 
A  ha-s-\  i(d  was  al>o  pmcliascd :  this  \va■^  the  fn^t  inslrumenl 
ever  ti.-ed  to  a>sist  th(>  >ni:;(Ms  in  ihi-;  place, 

A  remonsiraiice  was  sent  to  tin?  (i(Micral  Con:  I  nzainst  n 
pciilion  which  ihc  town  of  Brcwslcr  had  presented  to  thai 
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body,  praying  that  horses  ini-'ut  run  at  lur^:  on  iLe  west 
shore. 

18 J 2.    An  nuo(n[U  was  rnnde  to  enlarire  ilje  ineeiln^- 

house,  by  cai  TN  iii;;  oui  ihe  buck  end  iwelve  leet,  biil  us  ihcre 
were  inuny  0j)})0SL'(]  lo  it  liie  [)roj  ?ct  wa->  n?liin|uished. 

The  votes  lur  i;overiior  and  oilier  stale  oflieers  were  the 
same  as  in  Corrner  years.  Jolin  Dilhni^hain,  sena- 
tor, received  117  \o:t'=.;  John  Kced,  lor  ciu.,  JJ,  and  li  r 
rep resentaiive  to  congress,  35. 

Tljis  year  was  memorable  on  acconnt  of  the  dechn-aiifm  of 
war  wilh  Gi-eat  i^ilain.  This  bclii;^;  a  (i-hin;^  and  c>.njmer- 
cial  town,  the  inhabitants  snliered  much,  bi-in.;  cut  oil'  I'lom 
these  emph)yinenls,  by  wiiicii  ihe  i;realer  portion  of  ihein  (<b- 
lained  tlieir  support.  Uni,  notwiihsunuhn.^  liiis,  ihcy  readi- 
ly and  earne.-^lly  engaged  in  ihc  defence  oi  the  ci-nnirv,  and 
did  what  they  could,  both  on  the  sea  ami  on  the  land,  lo  ob- 
tain those  riglils  for  uhich  the  war  was  waged.  The  miiiiia 
was  trained,  ecjnipped  and  held  in  readiness  lo  obi-y  the  call 
of  tiie  government  in  delenc(3  of  iheir  own  ur  otliL-r  lo\vn>. 

This  was  trulv  a  repnbhcnn  town,  and  a  great  majoriiv  ()( 
the  voles  was  invari  ib'y  given  lor  men  ol  the  same  jxiliii- 
cal  seniimenls,  boili  lor  Ln.l(Ml  Slates  and  siaie  i-nler>. 

1S13.  A  road  and  landing-phice  Was  laid  out  at  Kock 
harbor.  The  land  being  claitned  by  in(livi<liials  as  ilx-ir  j)ro- 
periy,  much  pains  was  laken  to  sei.rch  the  ancient  records, 
frof!)  whicli  it  was  foimd  that  this  land  was  never  srl  olT  lo 
the  claimants  or  their  ancestors,  but  was  the  legal  property 
of  the  town. 

The  town  agreed  to  pay  th.c  expenses  of  ir. lining  the  mili- 
tia. 

1814.  The  lH•i!i-^h  ships  of  war  were  in  riovinreiown 
liarhoi",  or  crnisini;  in  ihe  bay,  and  ihcy  lhre.ili'n«.'d  to  land 
and  destroy  the  sali-works,  vessels  and  olher  projicr'y  in  the 
town.  A  commilteo  of  safety  was  appointed,  and  .seniinels 
were  phiced  on  the  W(,>5t  shore,  logive  the  alarm  i:  llie  cnt-my 
shoidd  aitempt  to  carry  liieir  threats  into  execution. 

John  Reed,  Ksq.,  for  representative  to  congress,  received 
30  voles;  Thomas  Hazard,  for  do.,  25. 
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It  was  voted  to  provide  for  ilie  militia,  whenever  called  out 
of  town,  till  they  arrived  at  head-quarters. 

The  exeuipis  in  the  town  {)roposed  lo  form  themselves  in- 
to an  ariillery  company,  provided  the  t;overnment  would  fur- 
ni;h  ihein  wi;h  proper  imini[ioi;s  of  war.  Simeon  Kingman, 
Ehicp,  was  sent  to  Uosion  to  comnmnicate  this  proposal  and 
oblain  stores  and  pieces  for  said  con){)any, — the  town  having 
agreed  to  [)ay  him  twenty  dollars  for  his  time  and  ex[)ens- 
es, — but  as  he  was  unsuccessful  and  returned  without  the  ar- 
ticles, tiie  company  was  not  organized. 

The  enemy  made  attemj)i3  to  land,  but  wore  driven  back 
by  the  niiiitia,  who  suffered  no  loss  of  lii'e,  although  one  or 
more  of  the  assailants  were  killed. 

Money  was  demanded  of  the  town,  that  protection  and  se- 
curity might  be  guaranteed  to  the  property  and  inhabitants, 
but  the  offer  was  promptly  rejected. 

1815.  A  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  between  our  gov- 
ernment and  Great  Britain,  and  the  war  ceased,  to  the  great 
joy  and  prosperity  of  the  town. 

A  petition  was  sent  to  tiie  General  Court  for  permission  to 
sell  the  remaining  portion  of  Indian  lands  in  this  town  and 
Brewster. 

ISIG.  The  same  epidefnic  prevailed  here  as  in  Eastham, 
and  many  died.  Docl.  Seabury  being  sick  of  the  same  fe- 
ver, Docl.  Phinncy  of  Barnstable  wiis  employed;  and  the 
town  voted  to  pay  him  thirty-three  dollars  for  his  services  in 
those  families  that  wei'e  not  able  to  pay. 

The  ministerial  upland  was  sold  at  jiublic  auction,  and  the 
interest  of  the  [)ui-chase  money  a])plied  for  the  suppt)rt  ol  the 
gospel. 

.lohn  Reed,  .lls(].,  for  rcjirescntative  to  congress,  received 
l(j  votes;  \N'aiter  Folgor,  Jr.,  for  do.,  GO. 

IS  17.  John  Reed,  for  representative  to  congress,  re- 
ceived GO  votes;  \\'allcr  Folger,  for  do.,  22;  Henry  Dear- 
born, for  governor,  l  ');  John  Brooks,  for  do,  IJ;  Solomon 
Freeman,  for  senator,  ">0. 

IS  18.  A  large  and  respectable  committee  was  appointed 
by  the  town,  lo  make  a  representation  to  congress  respecting 
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the  salt-works  owned  by  iho  iiiliabitants,  ciij  proyini;  iliai  ilie 
duty  iiiijlji  be  continued  on  salt. 

Another  coinnuitee  was  chosen,  to  join  the  commillees  ap- 
pointed by  the  towns  of  Urewster  and  IJarwich,  to  petition 
the  Generid  Court  lor  liberty  to  sell  all  the  remaining  land, 
which  lay  partly  in  each  town,  and  had  belonged  to  the  Po- 
tannmaqniel  Indians,  for  their  benefjt.  'I'his  petiiiijn  was 
gi anted  by  the  Court,  and  the  land  was  sold  for  liiree  hun- 
dred dollars,  which  sum  was  equally  divided. 

A  channel  was  du^  through  the  back  side  beach,  below 
Strong  island,  by  the  iiiliabitanis  of  this  town  and  Chaihain, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  ?alt  nieadows  on  the  inside,  but  it  soon 
filled  with  sand  and  their  labor  was  lost. 

1819.  The  town  was  divitled  into  si.\  school  districts, 
and  two  new  school-houses  were  built. 

ki:f()Iimei)  Mf'/nioDisi'  ciii  kcii. 

Several  ministers  of  this  denomination,  jKiriieularlv  Ucv. 
Mr.  Brit,  had  visited  and  preached  in  this  town  before  IS^O, 
wiien  a  church  was  organized  and  a  meeting-house  erf.'ctcti. 

For  some  years  they  had  the  labors  oi  diiiLMcnt  mini-iters, 
until  1S30,  when  the  society  began  to  dwindle,  and  the  house 
was  closed.  The  number  belonging  to  the  church  and  soci- 
ety has  not  been  ascertained. 

EPlSCOrAF^  MiriilODlST  (  til  KCII. 

From  the  remains  of  the  above  a  new  chuich  was  organ- 
ized in  I'^.IG,  under  the  care  and  direction  of  tiie  bi^lx^p  and 
conference.  The  old  house  was  taken  down  and  another 
built,  near  the  academy,  in  1S37.  It  is  a  very  neat  ami  com- 
modious building  lor  puhlie  Wf)r-hip,  lorly-lonr  by  lhniy-si.>; 
feet.  The  society  have  Ind  the  labors  of  lU  v.  T.  G.  Hrowii 
two  years,  Rev.  P.  Ciandall  one,  Kev.  .1.  I/iK  h  one,  liev. 
H.  Perry  one,  Rev.  .1.  Dii  knell  one,  Rev.  T.  (i.  IJlako 
one,  and  Mi'.  I'.  I>.  Hinckley,  who  is  now  with  tlieuj. 

They  have  had  revivals  of  religion  at  ditlerenl  linies,  and 
hopeful  converts  have  been  added  to  the  church,  the  niirnber 
of  which  is  not  known  to  the  writer.  The  church  and  soci- 
ety comprise  about  one  fifth  of  the  inhabitants  of  ilie  town. 
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IS26.  Sirong  measures  were  taken  to  suppress  the  sale 
anil  use  of  spirituous  liquors.  No  person  was  approbated 
by  the  ifelectmen  to  retail  the  j)oison. 

BAPTIST  CULTlCn. 

'The  Baptist  church  in  Orleans  was  constiluted  in  June, 
ISJG.  Rev.  Joliu  Peak  and  Rev.  Otis  \Ving  perfornied  tlie 
services  of  the  occasion.  Tlie  orij^inal  nienibers  were  dis- 
niiised  from  the  Baptist  chm-ch  in  Brevvsier. 

'Alihouzh  ihecljurch  was  small  at  fjrst,  (only  eight  in  num- 
ber,) they  weie  encouraged  to  hope  in  God,  feeling  confident 
that  he  would  sustain  them  in  tiieir  work,  and  maintain  the 
cause  in  which  they  had  engaged. 

'Rev.  ^]^.  ^V"illg  preached  (o  ihem  one  third  of  the  lime 
from  their  orgauizaiion  until  October,  1S37.  After  this  ti)ey 
were  supplied  by  dilierent  ministers  for  a  peiiod  of  sevenieen 
months.  In  (he  autumn  of  182S  a  convenient  house  of  wor- 
ship was  completed  ami  dedicated  to  Almighiy  Ood.  Rev. 
Jesse  Pease  preached  the  sermon  of  dedication. 

'In  February,  1829,  they  had  so  increased  ihat  they  thought 
the  lime  had  anlved  for  them  to  make  an  eli'ort  to  mainiain  a 
pastor.  They  succeeded.  Rev.  \\  inthiop  Morse  was  the 
man  of  their  cln)ice.  ^^'hen  .Mr.  iMorse  conunenced  the  la- 
bors of  a  pa^ior  wiili  ihc  chmch  their  prospects  were  (lailer- 
im:;  the  w;;\'  sccmod  to  be  prepared  lor  ihcm  to  go  on  to 
ceriaiu  victory  over  all  opposiiion.  But,  instead  ol  pros- 
perity, trials  came.  It  was  soon  m;iiiifested  that  dillVrent 
views  wci'e  ciilerlained ,  and  tli;;  rc^iili  was,  the  removal  of  ;t 
worthy,  alicctionatc^  and  laidilul  pastor,  and  the  e.\clu:;i(;n  of 
sevrT;.!  frou)  the;  cluuch. 

'Mr.  ^^orsr'  asked  ac.d  received  his  (lisp.ii>siou  in  April, 
ISol.  .At  that  imie  the  (  iiui  (•  li  was  i:re;nl\'  disrom  aiied  ; 
"being  destitute  (d  a  p;i>lni-,  ami  iheir  pecuniary  resourcfs  not 
sufiicieiil  til  mninlain  our,  they  mouruftdly  said,  "I>y  whom 
sh;dl  Jacob  aii-e,  lor  Iw.  is  >m;ill."  'i'hev  had  prparhmg, 
bow  ever,  the  m<>>-t  of  the  time  after  Mr.  Morse  left  them, 
till  Novrmber,  1>3J.  Then,  having  received  rncournnemrnt 
to  lio]ir  for  assistance  to  support  a  minisirr.  they  securc/d  thia 
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services  of  Rev.  Euocli  K.  Chase.  Dnrin^  the  niii.isira- 
lioiis  of  Mr.  Chase  ihe  churcli  t'lijoyutJ  a  L^ood  degree  of 
harmony,  and  were  nouilshed  ;md  coinruried  hy  ihe  |>i!re 
word  (jf  Cod,  uhich  ues  hroii^hi  before  liiem  id  a  pl.iiii  and 
afieclionaie  luanrier,  and  ihelr  hearts  \".(.rc  made  giad  in  wii- 
nessing  the  conversion  of  sinners.  iJe  retained  liie  rehilioii 
of  pastor  till  April,  1S3G,  anti  then  asked  and  received  hi:*, 
dismission.  In  Nov(.Mnber  fcjllovviiig  Rev.  Silas  Rip!v  \n-- 
canifj  pastor  of  the  church,  and  conlinned  his  services  nil 
September,  1S37.  The  ministrations  of  Mr.  Riply  were 
ownecj  and  blessed  of  God.  Tlje  church  was  edillcd  and 
instructed;  several  were  bronchi  to  the  knouledi;e  of  the 
truth,  were  baptized,  and  gave  ihems^^lves  to  the  clinrch. 

'After  Mr.  Riply  asked  and  received  l;'s  (JismissiDU  the 
church  employed  Rev.  Jesse  Pease  till  Ajiril,  1.-3^.  \N'hen 
Mr.  Pease  left  Rev.  Davis  Lolhrop  accepte'd  the  call  to  be- 
come pastor,  and  has  continued  his  labors  to  this  time  (July, 
1643  )  Wiihin  the  last  live  \ears  Cod  ha.?  been  very  lira- 
cious  to  his  people.  Peace  and  good  will,  hir  the  n)Obl  of 
liie  time,  have  prevailed  among  tliem — the  njnnifestaiion  of 
the  Ilolv  Spirit  has  b'jen  re[)eate(i!y  realized,  and  ^iiniers,  ()f 
every  class,  have  been  converted  to  Coil.  One  lunidreil 
and  forty-nine  have  been  connected  with  the  church  since 
its  organization.  The  mnnber  in  the  church  al  the  present 
lime  is  one  hundred  and  eiuht.' 

1S29.  It  was  resolved  by  the  Congregational  church  and 
society  to  build  a  new  house  ol  public  worship.  They  — 
'This  being  an  impoi  t;;nt  epoch  in  the  history  of  this  churcli 
and  socieiv,  it  should  be  recorded  to  the  praise  of  Cod  lh.it 
hr  lias  inclined  ihe  hearls  of  this  people  to  build  an  house 
for  God,  and  with  great  uiu-.nimiiy  in  their  coiincds  an»l  prn- 
ceediu'is,  have  accomplished  this  imjxortant  underiaking.* 
The  old  house,  which  had  stood  one  hurxlred  and  fleircn 
venrs,  was  taken  down,  and  the  n-^w  one  was  raided  on  the. 
sixteen;!)  of  July,  \62[\  a.ul  was  fiuislj-d  on  the  ci^liieenth  of 
November  anrl  deflicated  t(^  the  sacrrd  Trinity.  It  is  a  large 
and  commodious  house,  with  a  tower  pnd  bell. 
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Ai  this  lime  llie  Rev.  John  Turner  was  iheir  preacher, 
and  he  was  paiiicuhirly  instrumental  in  engaging  the  people 
in  this  work.  Some  difilcuhies  arose  between  Mr.  Turner 
and  ihc  church,  and  his  hibors  with  them  were  discontinued. 

Afier  iliis  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Scovel  supplied  llio  pulpit  lor 
some  time.  Dui  iiig  tiiis  period  a  comnjiiiee  of  the  church, 
to  which  Mr.  Scovel  was  joined,  was  appointed  to  draw  up 
articles  of  faith  and  a  new  covenant,  with  I'ules  of  govern- 
tnent.  The  I'ollowing  articles  were  reported,  unanimously 
acce|)ted,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  primed. 

1.  \Vc  b':!Uevo  that  there  is  or.c  God,  the  Father.  Son  and  Holy 
(Jhost. 

'2.  That  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  were  given 
by  Divine  Inspiration,  and  contain  the  only  perfect  rule  of  faiih  and 
practice. 

0.  'I'hat  God  maintains  a  righteous  government  over  all  his  crea- 
tures. 

4.  Tliat  man  has  fallen  from  the  state  for  wliich  ho  was  origin- 
ally created,  and  is  by  nature  entirely  destitute  of  holiness. 

5.  That  an  atonement  is  made  for  all  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
so  that  repentance  and  faith  are  now  the  conditions  of  salvation. 

G.  We  believe  in  the  neci^ssity  of  our  being  renewed  by  the  agen- 
cy of  the  Huly  Spiril ;  in  ll.'e  increase  of  holiness,  and  perseverance 
unto  salvation,  of  all  w!io  truly  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  a  general 
resurrection  ;  in  the  everlasting  blessedness  of  the  righteous,  and  llu; 
t;ndless  punishment  of  the  Hnally  impenitent. 

A  disagreement  arose  between  the  chm-ch  and  socieiv  re- 
specting the  labors  ol  ^Jr.  Scovel,  which  induced  him  to 
leave  lhe(n. 

Commiitecs  were  then  chosen  by  the  church  and  sociciy 
to  obtain  a  mini^^ler. 

Tlie  follow  ing  rules  w  ere  adop-tcti  by  the  chuich,  who 
agreed  to  be  governed  by  them: 

1.  Wi;  will  not  nttiMid  |)laceo  of  amusem(Mit,  such  as  bring  dishon- 
or on  the  caur^o  of  Christ. 

'J.  We  will  rcg  ird  the  Sabbath  as  a  day  sacred  to  the  worship  of 
Cod. 

;{.  \Vc  will  pay  for  the  support  of  tlie  go-^p-'l  at  home  and  aliroad, 
ns  (iod  shall  t;ivo  ii«  ability  ;  and,  as  heads  of  families,  we  will  attend 
family  worship  morning  and  evening. 
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4.  We  will  punctually  alleud  llie  moutlily  conceit  of  priye-,  pre- 
paratory lectures  and  cliurcii  nieetinj;^,  tnd  as  far  as  jj(j!».siLik'  encour- 
age our  liiinistcr  ii;  proniulinj  vital  gudliiiess  aiuuri^  us,  by  God's  a«- 
fa'ijitaace. 

The  church  formed  tliemselves  into  an  association  for  the 
due  ohservance  ol'ilie  christiun  Sabbath. 

1S31.  Tlie  })'oor  hoDb'C  was  built,  which  is  a  larze  and 
convenient  building.  Tiicre  are  now  I weniy-iwo  [jaupers, 
who  are  supported  at  an  average  cxpcr.io  of  about  sixty  cents 
each  per  week. 

UMVERSAUST  SOCIETY. 
1833.    '  The  Universalist  sccieiy  was  organized,  having 
had  preaching  of  their  peculiar  scnliaienis  at  a  much  earlier 
period. 

'  [n.iiv  iduals  who  seceded  from  the  Con^rcL'a'lional  society 
were  the  first  members  of  it.  In  the  winter  cf  {"63^  they 
were  incorporated  by  the  name  of  the  Universalist  Society 
of  Orleans.  In  the  year  1833  they  built  their  meetini^-honse, 
wliich  is  thirty  feet  by  forty,  containing  fifty  prws  on  ihe 
floor,  with  galleries  on  three  sides.  It  cost  ^^ITjU,  and  i>  a 
neat  and  commodious  house. 

'  Tiie  first  regular  settled  preacr.er  was  Rev.  I-^zeUiel  \  ose, 
who  was  ordained  in  1S34,  and  hold  his  connection  with  ihi'ni 
until  1S40,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  James  G.  Hurt, 
\fho  left  them  in  the  spring  of  IS4J,  and  their  [)resent  pas- 
tor, Rev.  Stillinan  Barden,  was  sctiljd.' 

The  town  undertook  to  improve  Rock  Harbor  river.  A 
special  meeting  was  called  to  consider  the  snbj'^cl,  anil  it  was 
thought  that  it  niight  be  nnulc  deep  enou'.::i  for  vc^spls  to 
come  in  and  go  out  at  high  water.  An  act  of  in(X)rporalion 
was  obtained  by  a  company  formeil  for  that  purpose,  and  a 
dam  was  built  across  ihf  cicek,  lo  prevent  the  escape  of  the 
water.  I>v  letting  it  out  at  low  water  it  was  believed  that 
the  channel  would  be  snfiicitMitly  deepened,  but  tlic  experi- 
ment did  not  prove  successful.  The  whole  expense  was  B- 
bout  $2000.  J||^ 
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The  town  was  divided  into  nine  school  districts. 

The  portion  of  the  surjjlus  revenue  received  by  the  town 
was  $3000.  For  two  )  ears  it  was  loaned  to  individuals  on 
good  security.  At  tlie  end  of  that  time  ilie  disposition  of  it 
became  a  matter  of  dispute  and  contention,  and  it  was  voted 
that  a  portion  of  it  should  be  appropriated  in  payment  of 
town  expenses,  and  the  remainder  lo  build  a  town  house. 

In  1S35  Mr.  Stillman  Piatt  was  heard  as  a  candidate  for 
settlement,  and  received  a  unsnimous  call  to  become  pastor 
over  the  Congregational  church  and  society. 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Prait  the  committee  say — 

'At  a  regular  meeting  ofthc  Conri^re^rationul  church  we  have  vot- 
ed, unanimously,  to  give  you  a  call  to  settle  over  uj  in  the  jjospel 
ministry  as  our  pastor.          WILLIAM  MYRICK,  ^ 

JOSHUA  DOANK,  )■  Commititt. 

DANIEL  CUMMINGS,  ) 
'Orleans,  31s/  March,  1835.' 

With  this  call  the  parish  concurred  as  follows: 

»  Mr.  SliUman  Prnll, 

'  Dear  Sir: — The  Congrcg.itional  society  in  Orleans  being,  on  suf- 
ficient grounds,  satisfied  ofyour  ministrrial  qualilications,  and  having 
good  hopes  fVom  our  past  experience  of  your  labors,  that  your  minis- 
terial labors  will  be  profitable  to  our  spiritual  interests,  do  ccrneslly 
call  and  desire  you  to  undertake  the  pastoral  ofBce  in  ssid  society. 

'  And,  that  you  may  be  free  tVom  worldly  cares  and  nvocalions,  we 
hereby  promise  and  oblige  ourselves  to  pay  you  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  annually,  during  the  time  cf  your  being  and  continuing' 
the  regular  pastor  of  said  society. 

'And  in  case  cither  party  become  dissatisfied,  by  giving  three 
months'  notice  this  conncclic  ii  sinll  be  dissolved. 

'  In  witness  whereof  wo  subscribe  our  names. 

JOSHUA  DOANl-.        )     Cnmmltlu  of  ilir 
'V 1 1 0 M  A  S  1 1 U ; ( n  N S,    V  Co7Jgr<  iriil{o7in I  »S()CJ- 
DANIKL  CUMMLNGS,)  "  f/j/. 

»  Orleans,  31.9/  Mdnh,  L-.'U)." 

Tlie  answer  of  Mr.  Prutt  was  as  follows: 

'  To  the  Coiii;;rr<j;(illo)ial  Church  and  Sorirljj  in  OrUaiir>: 

'  Dear  Brethren  and  Uiuknus:— I  have  receivrd  your  i(iintcnll 
inviting  nio  to  the  pastornl  dll'ice  among  you,  and  nhilo  I  trust  I  am 
not  insensible  to  the  responsibilities  oflhc  station,  arui  my  own  inn- 
bility  properly  to  dischargr  its  dulics,  yet  having  prnyerfully  consider- 
ed the  subject,  and  prciuming  siill  on  your  candor  and  forbeftmnce, 


desiring-  moreover  to  r«iy  unplicilly  on  diViiic  illuminiliv)n  tndHtrengtli, 
I  will  endeavor  lo  yeiAo  you  accordiii''  to  llie  best  of  my  pow  tt  — 
earnestly  requesting  an  intereist  in  your  priy^r-s,  thai  wisdom  and 
■treri^lh  may  bo  vouchsafed  from  above,  ijutlioient  lor  every  ptlurl  li» 
advance  your  spiritual  interests  and  eternal  |,'uod  — \vi^ih^ng  you  the 
blessings  of  heaven  in  this  life,  as  well  as  the  fuvor  ol  Ciod  herealier. 
'  In  the  boiidd  of  the  ^'o:>pel, 

'STILLMA.N  PRATT/ 

,  'Orleans,  w^/y/  t/ J5//i,  lc;J5.' 

An  ecclesiastical  council  was  convened  April  22^  1S35, 
when  Mr.  Piatl  wus  ordained.  Ktv.  Mr.  Oicuii  made  liie 
introduclory  prayer;  Uev.  E.  Pialt  j.icuciicd  the  *erii)(jii  ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Loyler  made  the  ordaiiiini;  pia^er  ;  lier.  Mr. 
Shaw  gave  the  charge,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Wiliuiiis  made  the 
concluding  prayer. 

A  parsonage  house  was  built,  and  the  Ilersey  fund  (^'^-lO,) 
was  expended  in  part  payment  d  i;.  For  about  eight  years 
previous  to  the  seitlemetit  of  Mr.  Trail  ihe  church  and  so- 
ciety iiad  been  uiih(;iit  a  regularly  oiil.iincd  imnisler  over 
them,  during  which  lime  the  churcn  iiaii  been  diminishing  in 
numbers  and  strengih.  Mr.  Piall  conlinucd  with  ihem  nbonl 
four  years,  and  during  that  lime  the  chinch  and  buc  ic'.y  ex- 
perienced several  rtlrcslnng  showers  of  Goil's  grace,  which 
resulted  in  the  ho[)eiul  conversion  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
souls. 

The  whole  number  at  the  time  of  his  di'<ini.<?ion,  which 
was  in  lSo9,  was  (n:e  hundred  and  seveniy-live.    The  con-", 
gregation  then  embraced  one  hnndreil  and  seventy-one  fami- 
lies atid  seven  hundred  souls — about  one  third  ol  the  entire 
population  of  the  town. 

The  reason  of  his  bcparaiion  (hjim  tlirm  ua-,  thai  tiic  par- 
ish did  not  conform  lo  their  agreen)eMl  wiih  hnn,  in  the  pa\ - 
inenl  of  his  salary.  He  was  dismissed  by  a  nmtual  council 
called  for  the  purpose,  April  23,  15o9,  and  isnowsctiled  in 
Adams.  The  council,  having  ihe  Inllest  confidence  in  ibe 
christian  and  mlnisteiial  ciiaiacler  of  Mr.  Trait,  ccnilially 
and  alTeclionalely  recommended  iiini  to  the  churclies  of 
Christ,  wheipver  he  might  be  railed  in  llie  providence  of 
C-Jod  lo  preach  the  gospel,  as  a  minister  in  regular  standing. 


The  Rev.  Hazael  Lucas  supplied  ilie  piiljiit  two  ycsrs, 
when  the  Rev.  Jacob  White,  their  present  minister,  com- 
menced l]is  labors  with  them.  Al  iliat  lia^e  the  number  of 
members  of  the  church  was  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The 
number  at  present  is  one  hundred  and  ninety-one.  The 
congregation  on  the  Sabbath  is  large,  and  there  are  but  few 
who  do  not  regularly  attend  public  worship.  The  Sabbath 
school  and  bible  classes  contain  about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  cause  of  teniperance  is  very  prosperous  in  the  town. 

f         .  . 


•  EDUCATION. 

MONEY  RAISED  AND  APPROPRIATED  FOR  THE  TOWN 
jSCtlOULS. 

1797— $333  33.  1798— $75.  1799—^200.  ISOO— 
$200.  1801  10  1815— $246.  181G  to  1826— ,^oOO.  182G 
10  1836— $360.    1836  to  1844— $900. 

Number  of  public  school.,  9. 

Whole  number  of  pupils,  10G9. 

Number  between  four  and  sixteen  years,  60S. 

Valuation,  $176,335. 
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ci:nsus. 

1244 
1248 
124S 
1348 
1799 
1953 


1797 
1800 
1810 
1820 
1830 
1B40 
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SELLCT.MEN.  *  • 

1797 —  llezekiali  Higgins,  four  years. 
Hemaii  Limiel,  one  year. 

Den.  Judali  Rogers,  sixteen  years. 

1798 —  Jona.  nopl;ins,  one  year. 

Thoni'15  Arey,  one  do.  ^ 

1799 —  Dea.  Richard  Sparrow,  iliirieen  years. 
1801 — Barnabas  Twining,  three  do. 

1804 — Nathaniel  Knowles,  seven  do. 

1811 —  Gideon  Snow,  two  do. 

1812 —  Jolm  Myrick,  eleven  do.  § 

1813 —  Stephen  Snow,  one  year. 

ISl'l — Daiiiel  Cumniin^s,  fourteen  years. 

.labcz  Sparrow,  three  do. 
1817 — Thomas  Iliggins,  six  do. 
ISIS — John  Kenrick,  iliq.,  thirteen  do. 
1820 — Asa  Rogers,  four  do. 
1824 — Jona.  Freeman,  one  year. 

1827 —  Joseph  L.  Rogers,  five  s  cars. 

1828 —  Ehsha  Cole,  seven  do. 

1829 —  Zoelh  Taylor,  one  year. 
Wilham  Smith,  one  do. 

1832 —  Sparrow  Ilortoii,  two  years. 

1833 —  Matthew  Kiiigman,  two  do. 

1834 —  Joshua  Doane,  five  d(^. 
1635 — Edward  Barber,  three  do. 

Asa  IIo])kins,  seven  do. 
1842 — Josepii  G.  Sloan,  two  do.  * 
1844 — Josinh  Frcenian,  one  di). 
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TOWN-CLERKS  AND  TREAISURERS. 

Benjamin  Taylor,  from  1797  to  1800. 
Timothy  Bascom,  from  180C  to  1814. 
Gideon  Snow,  from  1814  to  1S34. 
Barnabas  Snow,  from  1634  to  1S40. 
William  Myrick,  from  1840  to  1844.    -  " 

... 


REPRESENTATIVES  TO  THE  GENERAL  COi;:; 

1798  and  '99 — Simeon  Kingmcn. 
1800  to  1807— Dea.  Richard  Sparrow. 
1808  and  1809— Jona.  Bascom. 
1810 — Richard  Sparrow. 
I  81 1  —  Simeon  Kinsman. 
1812  to  'IG — Jona.  Bascom. 
1817  to  '21 — ])aniei  Cninmiri^s. 
1825  to  '27 — John  j)oanc,  Esq. 
1628 — Daniel  CumminL^s. 

1829 —  Daniel  Ciimtnin^s  ;  John  Doane,  E^q 

1830 —  ])aniel  Cuinminfis  ;  John  Keiirick,  Ej{ 

1831 —  John  Kenrick,  i'^st].;  Sj)arro\7  Ilorion 

1833 —  Elisha  Cole;  Thatcher  Snow. 

1834 —  I'llijha  Cole;  Elislia  Hopkins.  ^ 
1835  —  Ehentzer  Rogers;  I'.lisha  Cole. 
183G — Ehenczer  Roi;eis;  Thomas  Mayo. 
1837 — Edward  Bnrher;  Richi.rd  Sparrow. 
1S38 — I'.dward  L*:nltcr;  Lnlher  Snow. 
1839 — I-iither  Snow;  NaihaniL'I  I'reenian. 
1840  and  Ml —Joshua  Doane. 

1812  and  '13— Seih  lliiiirins. 


TOE  O.NE  IILWDREl)  AM)  'J'l  I IR  T  V-Si:Vi:.\  I'J^f^IMlIE- 

TORS. 

Tlic  following  fact  in  the  liistory  of  ili'^  town  of  lOastliniu 
did  not  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  writer  until  it  was  loo 
late  to  insert  it  in  its  proper  jilnce. 

In  the  year  1743  the  town  made  a  divi.sion  of  all  the  re- 
maining undivided  upland  and  sedge  lancls,  belonging  to  all 
the  inhabitants  in  common,  lying  southerly  fiom  a  line  run- 
ning from  Slut's  bush  to  Boat  Meachow  river,  n-.nl  then  by 
vote  granted  theni  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  persons, 
I.  e.  all  the  male  inhabitants,  at  that  time,  over  tweniv-one 
years  of  age,  who  became  the  leiial  proprietors  of  ihem. 
After  many  years  these  lands  became  valuable,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  grass  which  grew  uj)  where  there  was  little  or 
none  at  the  time  of  the  division.  Deep  channels  became  till- 
ed and  covered  wiih  grass,  which  also  spruni^  u|)  on  the  edge 
of  the  meadow  west  of  the  beach.  Of  late  years  the  town 
has  contended  that  these  new  meadows  were  common  pro- 
perty and  should  be  under  its  control. 

A  cornrnillee  was  chosen  to  investigate  the  matter,  and 
power  given  them  to  apply  to  Hon.  Nymj)has  Marston  for 
■his  opinion,  who,  after  an  examination  of  the  case,  slated 
that  the  town  had  no  title  to  the  premises,  but  that  the  town 
did  in  1743  convey  this  [iroperly  to  the  one  iinndrcil  and 
thirty-seven  proprietors,  their  heirs,  assigns,  t^c. 


>  *         •  .  . 

a 

4  •  ERRATA. 

Page  3d.  Gill  line,  instead  of  "one  niiic,"  read  Ihrft  viilts. 
Page  loih,  last  line,  instead  of  "tliy"  read  your. 
Page  ir)th,  10th  line  from  bottom,  instead  of  "lives"  read  ///Jr. 
Page  35,  7tli  line,  iiistrad  of  "teacher"  read  trooper. 
Page  68,  ^24th  line,  instead  of  ''Dorcas  Duane"  read  Dorcas  Cook. 
Pago  115,  yth  line,  instead  of  "Greenleaf"  read  Greoiough. 
•    ,      Page        4th  from  bottom,  instead  of  '-districts  were"  read  district 
was. 

Page  139,  5th  I'roni  bottom,  instead  of  "Burt"  read  Burr. 
Page  141,  1st  line,  instead  of  "rtquest"  of  the  committee,  read 
rrporl.  ^  ' 


A  BRIEF  ACCOUNT 

OF  THE 

CUSTOMS  AND  MANNER  OF  LIVING 

IN  THE  DAYS  OF  OUR  FOREFATHERS. 


It  may  be  interesting  to  the  younger  portion  of  the  present  genera- 
tion, to  know  the  simple  manners,  and  modes  of  life,  orih(j.<e  from 
whom  they  have  descende'l,  esi)ecially,  as  a  great  ehaujie  has  taken 
place  in  these  respects,  in  the  hist  half  century;  nor  is  it  considered 
inapplicable  to  this  work.  Some  parts  of  the  following  account  are 
taken  from  the  Rev.  H.  White's  early  History  of  New  England,  and 
by  him,  from  the  Old  Colony  Memorial,  and  other  parts  from  the 
writer's  ovvu  reminiscences,  and  ti  adiiionary  information. 

MANNER  OF  DRESS. 

In  general,  men  old  or  young  had  a  decent  coat,  vest,  and  small 
clothes,  and  some  kind  of  fur  hat.  Old  men  had  a  great  coat,  and  a 
pair  of  boots-,  the  boots  were  substantially  made  of  good  leather,  and 
lasted  for  life;  they  were  long  and  reached  to  the  knre. 

For  every  day  they  had  a  jacket  reaching  about  halfway  ilown  the 
thigh,  striped  vest,  and  the  small  clothes,  like  the  jacket  ;  made  of 
home  spun  flannel  cloth,  fulled  at  the  mill,  but  not  sheared  ;  flan- 
nel shirts,  and  knit  woollen  stockings,  with  leather  shoes,  and  a  silk 
handkerchief  for  holidays.  In  the  summer  they  w  ore  a  pair  of  wide 
petticoat  trowscrs,  reaching  halfway  from  the  knee,  to  the  ankle. 
Shoes  and  stockings  were  not  worn  in  summer,  when  at  work  on  the 
farm.  Boys,  as  soon  as  tlu^v  left  th(;ir  petticoats,  were  put  into  small 
clothes,  summer  or  winter.  These  were  made  of  home  manufac- 
tured cloth  for  common,  and  everlasting,  for  meeting  «lress.  The 
oldest  son  had  a  pair  of  the  latter  cloth,  and  when  he  had  outgrown 
them,  the  next  took  them,  and  so  down  to  the  tenth  son.  if  there 
were  so  many  of  the  family. 

This  manner  of  dress  continued  till  long  trowsers  were  introdu.-ed 
which  were  called  fong.s,  and  did  not  <lifler  much  in  shape  from  those 
now  in  use.  They  were  made  of  tow  cloth,  linen  and  cotl(»n,  in 
the  summer,  and  in  the  winter  of  flannel,  and  were  soon  worn  by  old 
men,  as  well  as  by  youni:  men  nn<l  boys.  Young  men  never  wore 
greatcoats.  I  recollect,  says  a  writer  of  those  past  times,  n  neigh- 
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bor  of  my  father's,  who  had  four  sons  between  nineteen  and  thirty 
years  of  age  ;  the  oldest  got  a  pair  of  boots,  the  second  a  surtout,  the 
third  a  watch,  and  the  fourth  a  pair  of  silver  shoe  buckles.  Thia 
made  a  noiii;  hborhood  talk,  and  the  family  were  supposed  to  be  on 
the  high  road  to  insolvency. 

The  women,  old  and  young,  wore  homemade  flannel  gowns  in  the 
winter,  and  in  the  summer,  wrappers,  or  shepherdress  ;  it  was  with- 
out a  waist,  and  gathered  round  the  neck. 

They  were  usually  contented  with  one  calico  gown  ;  but  generally 
hail  a  calimanco  or  camlet,  and  some  had  them  made  of  poplin.  The 
sleeves  were  short,  and  came  only  to  the  elbow  ;  on  holidays,  they 
wore  one,  two,  or  three  ruffles  on  each  arm,  sometimes  ten  inches 
wide. 

They  wore  long  gloves,  coming  up  to  the  elbow  secured  by  what 
was  called  tightens,  made  of  black  horse  hair  ;  round  gowns  had  not 
come  in  fashion,  so  they  wore  aprons,  made  of  checked  linen,  cotton, 
and  forSnuday,  white  cotton,  long  lawn,  or  cambric.  They  seldom 
wore  caps,  only  when  they  appeared  in  full  dress  ;  they  had  two 
kinds  ;  one  was  called  strap  cap,  which  was  tied  under  the  chin,  and 
the  other,  round  cord  cap,  which  did  not  come  over  the  ears.  They 
wore  thick  and  thin  leather  and  broadcloth  shoes,  with  wooden  heels 
covered  with  cloth  or  leather,  an  inch  and  a  half  high,  w  ith  peaked 
toes  which  turned  up.  They  generally  had  very  small  mufls,  and 
some  wore  masks. 

In  those  days  the  young  women  did  not  consider  it  a  hardship,  nor 
a  disgrace,  to  walk  five  or  six  miles  to  meeting  on  the  Sabbath,  or  on 
lecture  days;  in  the  country  towns,  scarcely  a  chaise,  or  any  other  ve- 
hicle was  used.  The  common  conveyance  was  by  horses  fitted  out 
with  saddles  and  pillions.  A  man  and  woman  rode  together  on  the 
same  horse,  and  sometimes  a  little  boy  rode  before  the  man,  and  an 
infant  in  the  lap  of  the  woman:  no  inconsiderable  journeys  were  made 
Id  this  way. 

Horses  then  were  made  to  pace,  that  they  might  carry  their  riders 
more  gently.  It  was  not  until  a  little  before  the  revolutionary  war, 
that  they  were  learned  to  trot.  A  horse  that  wouM  sell  for  forty  dol- 
lars was  considered  as  of  the  fir^t  quality,  and  one  more  than  nine 
years  old,  was  considered  of  little  value. 

In  those  days  every  body  went  to  meeting  on  the  Sabbath  and  lec- 
ture days,  liowever  liistant  tliey  lived.  Those  who  owned  horses,  diii 
not  consider  them  any  more  their  own,  than  their  neii;hl)ors,  on  that 
day.  It  was  the  custom  in  many,  if  not  all  cotintry  towns,  for  the 
owner,  with  his  wife,  to  ride  half  way  to  a  horse  block  made  for  that 
purpt)se,  and  there  hitch  his  horse,  and  walk  on,  Cor  his  neighbor  to 
riile  who  set  out  on  foot,  and  so  wUvn  they  returned. 
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THRIR  MANNER  OF  LIVING. 
Their  dinners  in  the  winter  season  were  j,'enerully  the  same.  First 
they  had  a  dish  ofbroth,  called  porridge,  with  a  few  heans  in  it,  and 
a  httle  summer  savory  ;  ihetj  an  Indian  (juddini,'  with  sauce  ;  and  then 
a  dish  of  boiled  pork  and  beef,  with  round  turnips,  and  a  few  pota- 
toes. Potatoes  were  then  a  scarce  article  ;  three  or  four  bushels 
were  considered  a  large  crop,  and  these  not  larger  than  a  hen's  egg. 
Their  suppers  and  breakfast  were  generally  the  same  ;  those  who 
had  milk  ate  it  with  toasted  bread  ;  if  not,  sweeleried  cider,  with 
bread  and  cheese.  Sabbath  mornings,  they  generally  had  chocolate, 
or  bohea  tea  ;  the  first  sweetened  with  molasses,  and  the  last  with 
brown  sugar,  and  with  them,  pancakes,  dough-nuts,  brown  toast,  or 
some  sort  of  pic.  They  had  no  dinners  till  after  meeting  :  when  they 
had  a  roast  goose,  or  turkey,  or  spare  rib,  or  a  stew  pie;  in  the 
spring  and  summer,  they  generally  ate  bread  and  milk  for  supper  and 
breakfast. 

At  that  time,  no  family  had  a  barrel  of  flour  ;  the  fariiu'rs  broke 
up  a  piece  of  new  ground  and  planted  w  ith  wheat,  and  turnips  ;  this 
wheat,  by  the  help  of  the  sieve,  was  their  flour.  A  writer  of  years 
gone  by,  says  "the  chiefest  corn  they  planted,  was  Indian  grain,  be- 
fore they  had  ploughs  ;  and  let  no  man  make  a  jest  nt  pumpkins,  for 
with  this  food  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  feed  his  people,  to  tlieir  i:ood 
content,  till  corn  and  cattle  were  increased." 

Their  corn  before  they  had  built  mills  to  grind  it,  was  poundrtl 
with  a  wooden  or  stone  pestle  in  a  mortar  made  of  a  large  log  hol- 
lowed out  at  one  end.  They  cultivated  barley,  much  of  w  hich  was 
made  into  malt  for  beer,  which  they  drank  instead  of  ardent  sfiirit. 
They  raised  flax,  which  they  rotted  in  the  water,  and  then  manufac- 
tured it  in  their  families  into  thread  and  cloth. 

The  first  houses  w  liich  they  built  were  very  coarse  rude  strueturer*. 
They  had  steep  roofs  covered  with  thatch,  or  small  bundles  of  sedge 
or  straw',  laid  one  over  another.  The  fire  places  were  made  of  rouyh 
stones,  and  the  chimneys  of  board-,  or  short  sticks,  crossing  each 
other,  and  plastered  inside  with  clay.  In  a  few  years  houses  of  a 
better  construction  began  to  appear.  They  were  built  with  two  sto- 
ries in  front,  and  sloped  down  to  a  low  one  in  the  rear  ;  the  windows 
opened  outward  on  hinges,  and  were  small.  Tl.c  glass  was  small, 
and  in  the  shape  of  a  diamond,  and  set  in  sashes  of  lead. 

The  fire  places  were  hugely  large,  and  could  receive  a  four  fool  log 
besides  seating  the  family  of  children  in  the  corners,  wlirre  thoy 
could  look  up  and  count  the  stars.  They  were  uniformly  plarrd, 
so  as  to  front  to  the  south,  on  whatever  side  of  tlie  rond  tin  y  miclii 
be,  and  the  object  was  that,  ^^  hen  the  sun  f-hoiic  on  it.  (In-  house 
might  serve  as  a  sun-dial. 
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It  is  said  to  have  been  the  custom  of  the  first  settlers  to  wear  their 
beards  so  long,  that  in  the  winter,  it  would  sometimes  freeze  together 
80  that  it  was  difficult  to  get  their  vessels  to  their  mouths,  from 
which  they  look  their  drink. 

The  common  address  of  men  and  women  was,  Goodman  and  Good- 
wife  ;  none  but  those  who  sustained  some  office  of  dignity,  or  belong- 
ed to  some  respectable  family  were  complimented  with  the  title  of 
Master  or  Mistress  ;  in  writing  they  did  not  use  the  capital  F,  but 

two  small  ones  as  ff. 

,  ♦ — 

THE  MANNER  IN  WHICH    SOiME  OF  THEIR  PUBLIC 
OFFICERS  WERE  ELECTED. 

By  an  order  of  the  Masachusetts  General  Court,  corn  and  beans, 
were  required  to  be  used  in  voting  for  counsellors  ;  the  corn  to  man- 
ifest elections,  the  beans  the  contrary,  on  the  choice  or  refusal  of  a 
candidate  ;  the  law  imposed  a  heavy  penalty,  if  more  than  one  corn 
or  bean  was  used  by  one  person. 

The  manner  of  living,  and  the  mode  of  dress,  was  much  more  fa- 
vourable to  health  than  at  the  present  time.  Acute  fevers  were  fre- 
quent, the  principal  of  which  were  called  the  long  or  slow  fever, 
which  ran  thirty-five,  forty,  and  sometimes  fifty  days  before  it  form- 
ed a  crisis  ;  and  the  slow  nervous  fever,  which  ran  generally  longer 
than  the  former.  Pulmonary  complaints,  or  consumptions  were  much 
less  frequent  than  now;  indeed  a  young  person  was  rarely  visited 
with  this  disease.  The  duty  of  the  sexton  of  the  church,  was  not  on- 
ly to  ring  the  bell,  and  sweep  the  house.  Sec.  but  keep  the  hour-glass, 
and  turn  it  at  the  commencement  of  the  minister's  sermon,  who  was 
expected  to  close  at  the  end  of  the  hour  ;  if  he  went  on,  or  fell  short 
of  the  tiiin  ,  it  was  a  sutlicicnt  cause  of  complaint. 
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